
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF February 23, 2021 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order: Board of Selectman Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. Present: Fred 

Ehrlenbach (joined 7:15), John Bennett, Carlene Hanscom. Rachel Nobel ,Daniel Monahan, 

and Carol Walsh attended remotely. Visitors: Linda Hodgkins, Brant Viner, Mike Gilmartin, 

Steve Corson, Susan Sargent, Danielle Cole, Chantal Guess, John Whetstone, and Susan 

Starr attended in person. Attending remotely: Selena Dunbar, Starr Gilmartin, Jennifer 

Bonilla, Ron Fortier, Rebecca Alley, Emily Muise, Jackie Dodge, and Amy Wisehart. 

 

II. Visitor to be Heard: None 

 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda: Monahan moved to accept the agenda; Hanscom seconded. 

Vote: 4 Yes. 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes of February 9, 2021. Monahan motioned to accept the minutes; 

Hanscom seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 

 

V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department: Corson explained that he would have renderings of a new fire station 

floor plan in about two weeks. Mandatory training was completed during the past 

week. The turnout was nearly 100%. A new member, Julia Malcolm, a student at Maine 

Maritime Academy, has joined the force. Corson displayed a plaque to hang in the fire 

station with the names of those who have volunteered, or “neighbors helping 

neighbors.” A document was received from the Margaret Chase Smith policy center at 

the University of Maine, a Hancock County Volunteer Fire Department Needs 

Assessment. It stated that nearly 20,000, or 69% of fire departments in the US are 

manned entirely by volunteers. Several departments have expressed interest in hiring 

part-time staff. Corson and Ehrlenbach have met with Leroy Muise, Hancock County Bar 

Harbor Airport, and Scott Adkins, Hancock County Planning Commission regarding a 

possible joint hire for a person to man both fire stations for a 40-hour week. 

 

b. Broadband Committee: A meeting took place on Feb. 18thas part of a state-wide 

meeting and as an individual group. They spoke with members of Lamoine, who have 

been in contact with a consultant. The plan is to share information between Lamoine, 

Hancock, and Trenton. They are looking at applying for a $15,000, state-wide grant this 

year, which would help improve access. The due date is August 1st.  

 

c. Trailer dwelling, Goose Cove Road: Bennett has discussed with CEO, but has yet to 

survey the site. 

 



VI. New Business: 

a. Request to Establish a Committee to Cap Taxes: Linda Hodgkins suggested that 

Trenton’s approximately 30% population, which consists of senior citizens, be protected 

from the annual rising tax rate by capping the extent to which their taxes can rise.  

Hanscom suggested that the expenses that are rising, i.e. school costs, could be brought 

under control, which would help the situation. The research Hodgkins has done 

revealed plans, such as in Saco, where a reduced rate for seniors has been introduced. 

She has also found that some towns use impact fees to control the rise. Nobel asked 

that Hodgkins share her research.  

 

b. CMA on Town Property: Bennett advised the Board that the parcel on Bayside Road 

now belonging to Trenton could be marketed between $22,500 and $49,995. This was a 

comparison of properties in Trenton and Lamoine that are currently on the market, 

those sold, and those expires. He stated that the market is currently very difficult to 

predict. The acreage is 1.7, and a soils test would be needed before listing. This topic 

remains tabled.  

 

VII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Ehrlenbach motioned to pay the bills, Hanscom 

seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VIII. Other Business:  

 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Hanscom and seconded by Nobel. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm. 


