
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF March 9, 2021 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order: Board of Selectman Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. Present: Fred 

Ehrlenbach, John Bennett, and Carlene Hanscom in person. Rachel Nobel ,Daniel Monahan, 

and Carol Walsh attended remotely. Visitors: John Whetstone, Mike Gilmartin, Stephanie 

Waite, Brant Viner, Steve Corson, Daniel Cole, Mark Remick, Chantal Longo-Guess, Billy 

Guess, Susan Sargent, and Susan Starr attended in person. Attending remotely: Tom (last 

name unknown), Starr Gilmartin, Jennifer Bonilla, Nancy Thurlow, Lisa Winger, Rebecca 

Alley, Sergio Cahueque, Marc Gousse, Margaret Harlin,and Mike Zboray. 

 

II. Visitor to be Heard: None 

 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda: Sargent added Notice of a Petition to the agenda, which was 

placed under Item VIII. 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes of February 23, 2021. Hanscom motioned to accept the minutes; 

Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department:  Corson rendered reports for January and February. Five calls in 

January, and full participation was realized for training. February had 14 calls for 

service, including mutual aid calls. There have been 300 hours logged so far this year. 

Corson provided a rendering of the station, drawn by Bill Malcolm, which is believed to 

meet the future needs of the department. It has approximately 9,800 square feet, 14 

foot doors, 5 bay doors, natural light, and 20 feet height. There is office space, bunk 

rooms, a kitchen, training room, bathroom, laundry, work space, record and gear 

storage rooms, and a conference room. The estimated cost is 1.3 to 1.5 million dollars, 

not including site work. June 12th will kick off the season of breakfasts, if COVID 

guidelines permit. 

 

b. Broadband Committee: Communications with Spectrum have taken place in a quest to 

determine what areas in Trenton are underserved. Nobel urged everyone to take the 

speed test to help map the areas in most need. Training and education may be key to 

helping some people improve their access. A grant might help people get more training. 

Spectrum may have to address some service issues. Nobel would like to increase public 

access to public meetings. A flat screen TV and microphones, to an approximate cost of 

just under $1,000, would be needed and could possibly be obtained through a grant. 

The committee will put together guidance to help those who have internet access 

improve their capability. 

 



c. Bennett reported that he checked on a trailer with the CEO, and found that no one was 

living in it.  

 

VI. New Business: 

a. Annual Report Dedication: The Board is entertaining suggestions for dedication 

recipients. Annual reports are needed for the Town Report from the Planning board, 

Board of Appeals, School Committee, Road Commissioner,  Code Enforcement, Solid 

Waste Committee, Parks and Recreation, and Board of Selectmen will be needed. 

 

b. Quitclaim Deed:  Deed to transfer back title to Stehen A. Montague. Hanscom motioned 

to sign the deed; Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

c. PFAS Testing: Cahueque reported that 26 people requested to have their water tested. 

The parcels will be mapped to see how close they are to the airport and school. 10 to 15 

applicants will be chosen for the first round of testing. Test Kits will be ordered from the 

lab, samples will be taken, possibly as early as next week, and the samples will be sent 

back to the lab. Lab results may be expected in two to three weeks.  

 

d. MOU with Hancock County for Fire Service: There is interest in Hancock County to share 

the use of a firefighter with Trenton and with the Airport. The county would fund half 

the position, which would need EMT training. A Monday through Friday, 40-hour week 

would be shared with the airport. The question was asked if homeowners’ insurance 

would improve for residents if this position was filled. Corson will check. Winger asked 

if there might be grant money to initially fund the position. Winger volunteered to 

check into this. Utilizing this position will be a question to go before the voters at Town 

Meeting. The anticipated cost is in the range of $20,000 to $25,000, for Trenton. The 

Board members all agreed that the item should go on the warrant at Town Meeting. 

The MOU will be drafted by Corson and airport representative Leroy Muise. 

 

VII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Bennett motioned to pay the bills, Hanscom seconded. 

Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VIII. Other Business:  Sargent presented a citizens’ petition, with 75 validated signatures, as 

stated: “We the undersigned registered voters of theTown of Trenton hereby petition the 

Trenton Board of Selectmen to place the following question before the registered voters of 

the Town of Trenton at the next town meeting. The question to read as follows to wit: Shall 

the Trenton School Committee and the Trenton Board of Selectmen appoint a committee to 

draft a plan of withdrawal from AOS 91, and said committee submit said plan to the Maine 

Department of Education for approval, and if said plan is approved by the Department of 

Education, present said plan to the voters of the Town of Trenton for approval.” Ehrlenbach 

explained that the Board, by statute, could take no other action than to put the question 

before the voters at Town Meeting. The signatures have been checked and all are 



registered voters. Monahan motioned to table the petition until the next meeting so that it 

could be examined. With no second, the motion died.  

 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Ehrlenbach and seconded by Hanscom. Vote: 5 

Yes. Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm. 


