
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF April 6, 2021 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order: Board of Selectman Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. Present: Fred 

Ehrlenbach, John Bennett, Carlene Hanscom, and Carol Walsh, in person. Rachel Nobel , 

Daniel Monahan, attended remotely. Visitors: John Whetstone, Mike Gilmartin, Starr 

Gilmartin, Brant Viner, Billy Guess, Chantal Guess, Ann Luther, Steve Corson, Danielle Cole,  

Susan Sargent, Aerie Yin, Voo Yin, Carole Pepler, and Tony McKim attended in person. 

Attending remotely: Tom Reeve, Aaron Brown, Jennifer Bonilla, Rebecca Alley, Jackie 

Dodge, Margaret Harlin, Lisa Winger, Charlie Farley, Elizabeth Solet, Jessica Lewis,  Linda 

(last name unknown). Rebecca Alley, Stephanie Roguski, Sue (last name unknown), Vicki 

(last name unknown) and Susan Starr. 

 

II. Presentation of Maine Municipal Award: Ehrlenbach a letter of Mar 25, 2021 from MMA 

which solicited essays from 7th graders on “If I Led My Community.” Statewide there were 

three winners, of on which was Aerie Yin, of Trenton. Essays were judged on students 

understanding of municipal government, quality of writing, and originality by a panel pulled 

from MMA staff.  Ehrlenbach presented the award to Carrie and she read her essay aloud: 

“If I led my community I would improve the roads, take measures to eliminate trash build-

up, and increase safety of kids to let them have more free range. These will help build…and 

safe community. Firstly, I would hold a fund-raising event and apply for grants in order to 

fund my desired operations. The roads would be tackled first. I would add a bike lane made 

out of …gravel to give opportunity for kids to bike around without their parents worrying 

about them. This would increase the probability that kids would go outside and exercise. 

Also, quite a few people like to walk on the roads and it would be much safer is there was 

an area designed for biking and walking. Adding a bike lane would cut down on stress for 

parents, but we can also implement the rules and regulations regarding the bike lane.  

Being visible will reduce the chance of being hit, also we should remind drivers to slow 

down and give the bikers and walkers plenty of room. Our roads are very important, as it is 

how we get from one place to the next. I would put more money into plowing so we don’t 

have as many snow days due to bad road conditions, and we can reduce accidents due to 

slick roads. The… accidents due to power poles so I would give the electrical company the 

power to move the poles back a few feet from the road. This will result in less accidents. 

Littering is also an issue. We can cut the trash build-up by placing trash cans alongside the 

road. We can have periodic trash clean-up days to make…on our roads. This would also 

provide things for people to do when they are bored. Related to the littering situation, we 

should have easier access to ash trays to eliminate litter from cigarettes, as we have not 

had success with getting people to stop smoking in public spaces completely. But keeping 

ashtrays nearby is a good way of keeping the butts off the ground, which would help with 

less trash build-up, keeping our community clean and perfect. A good investment would be 

to teach our people a little bit about respect. Of course, I don’t expect to reach out to 



everyone but respect is a basic human right. You may lose people’s respect, but you should 

always start out with having their respect. Just a little reminder every once in a while, a 

little sign or something. Sure, some people think it’s overreaching, but people need to 

respect… to keep going. All of these things will benefit the community, either physically, 

such as keeping it clean, or the atmosphere by taking measures to make people feel  safer 

and respected. If I led my community I would make it a place where everyone wants to 

live.” 

 

III. Visitor to be Heard: Walsh expressed how proud everyone was of Aerie and the excellent 

job she did on the essay. 

 

IV. Adjustments to the Agenda:  Nobel  asked to add “Meeting Minutes Format” to the agenda. 

It was added to Other Business. 

 

V. Approval of Minutes of March 23, 2021. There were several corrections: The vote regarding 

seeking legal counsel (Old Business, Section C) should have been recorded as 2 Yes; 3 No.  

The vote should have been recorded as 3 yes, 2 no regarding the sanctuary city resolution 

(New Business, Section D. Nobel corrected section C, that Viner questioned the intent of the 

petition and read from the interlocal agreement,  his interpretation of the termination 

agreement, which differed from interpretation by Ehrlenbach. The lack of a comma permits 

the different interpretations. Monahan clarified relevancy of the ultra virus ruling. Nobel 

added that legal counsel would help to clarify the intent of the interlocal agreement and 

could remove conflict being generated by the language. Nobel answered that while MMA 

had offered opinion on the process of writing and submitting a petition, they had recused 

themselves from offering an opinion on the legality of the petition, which she believed was 

more clarifying.  Luther compared this case to others which had raised law suits, putting 

forth the thought that you cannot halt by citizens’ initiative something that the 

administrative body does not have the authority to do on its own. You can’t pass something 

by citizens’ initiative that has repercussions outside the municipal boundaries, i.e. impact 

on other towns in the AOS. Possible litigants can be other towns affected by the 

withdrawal. In Section C, Old Business: Nobel pointed out that Ehrlenbach’s question of 

why would the school committee not want to know if there was a better way forward was 

indeed answered. The answer being that Monahan and Jackie Dodge put forth that the 

question should be posed to the School Committee. In Section E, New Business: Nobel 

corrected Ehrlenbach’s statement that Covid Relief funds would be deposited in the town 

bank account and labeled as “Covid Relief Funds,” and without further guidance at this time 

it is assumed that the selectboard would prepare a warrant for these funds which would 

then be taken for consideration before the legislative body. Monahan continued 

corrections with one under Secftion C, Old Business: Monahan cautioned the municipal 

officers to refuse to place the petition question on the warrant until they seek legal counsel. 

Nebel motioned to accept the minutes as amended; Monahan seconded. Vote: 4 Yes, 1 No 

(Hanscom). 



 

VI. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department:   Thus far the department has had 25 calls for service. On April 1st 

there were three auto accidents responded to. In answering an accident on Jordan 

River Road they had to rely on water supply from Coastal Builders on Rt. 3.  There are 

now 20 members and one additional expected to join soon. They have added $17,000 

worth of life-saving equipment to the inventory. June 12th will be the first breakfast—

drive-through. Edwards Market is sponsoring the first breakfast. Estimated cost of site 

work for a new station has been requested.  

 

b. Broadband Committee: Nobel reported that the committee met with Spectrum on how 

the broadband access can be improved in Trenton. They reviewed a map of service 

areas. They would like to release a mini-survey to residents, regarding Spectrum access. 

This may go on the website, or as a paper survey. There is an emergency broadband 

subsidy for low-income households which will be through FCC, and can provide $50, 

$75, and $100 discounts. Spectrum is applying for this subsidy. Nobel is looking into 

bulk pricing for all of Trenton residents. It would entail a contract with the Town, and 

could reduce individual costs of about $30 per current customer. The franchise 

agreement will expire in 2026. Nobel explained that a bill before the state legislature 

would permit towns to collect charges from residents to offset property taxes from 

broadband users.  

 

c. Solar Discussion: Gilmartin explained that the town should address whether it wants to 

own its own electricity—which could happen within six months. The investment does 

not have to be made until year seven, but reap savings before then. The town can wait 

one to two years for one of the solar farms to be in place. Bennett asked if the 

technology is moving so fast as to outdate the equipment that might be purchased. 

Nobel asked if farms outside of Trenton could be invested in. Gilmartin voiced that he 

leaned toward keeping the town’s business local. Monahan asked if Gilmartin could 

present the comparisons in writing and voiced a leaning toward outright purchasing. 

Nobel voiced an interest in buying into a farm and not needing to deal with 

maintenance and repairs. Walsh raised a question about how to insure panels, and how 

much that would cost. Gilmartin will request a proposal from Sun Dog as to how many 

panels can be installed and how much electricity it can yield. 

 

d. Municipal Officers’ Report: Monahan clarified that the report written by Ehrlenbach 

had not been presented to other board members before included in the Town Report. 

He took issue with written comments regarding the recent citizens’ petition,  “to see if 

there is a better way to provide educational services” was not in the petition. “we 

expect that there will be a significant increase in the mil rate next year based on the 

school spending some reserves,” and questioned where that came from. He also 

questioned the comment that the “town meeting will be at Trenton Elementary,” and 



asked if that had been confirmed by the school. Ehrlenbach responded to each query 

and the discussion of those items ended. Nobel disagreed that the petition question 

was only to draft a plan to see if there is a better way to provide educational services. 

Her criticism is that the petition question goes on to submit said plan to DOE, and then 

upon approval to the voters. She would have agreed with a plan to explore other 

options, as with the SEOC. In her opinion, the procedure does not align with the 

interlocal agreement.  

 

VII. New Business: 

a.  Sand Bids: No bids were received. Walsh will individually contact all those known to 

supply sand, with a submission date of May 4th.   

 

b. Gousse Email, Drummond Opinion: Monahan questioned a March 31st request from Dr. 

Gousse that the school’s report and the legal opinion from the school attorney be 

included in the Town Report. Walsh referred to Maine Statute in declining to include 

the items. Maine Statute identifies the Town Report as a summary of the town’s 

financial condition to the citizens. It is the warrant going forward for the coming year’s 

financial condition. Walsh stated she followed Maine Law. In finality, Monahan 

recommended again that the town seek legal advice about the petition question prior 

to town meeting. Nobel weighed in with her opinion of the AOS legal comments; that 

the town’s actions could be costly, possibly causing reprinting the warrant and delaying 

the town meeting. She suggested that an alternative could be to renegotiate the 

interlocal agreement, as an alternative to a path that is not legally correct. Bennett 

offered that with the research he has done on the subject, concluded that, while the 

petition may have been misguided but was not illegal, in reading the interlocal 

agreement he sees that there is a way for a member to get out of the AOS. He believes 

that any effort of the Board to not permit voters to vote (a result of the petition) would 

be wrong.  

 

VIII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Bennett motioned to pay the bills, Hanscom seconded. 

Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

IX. Other Business: Nobel expressed her desire to see the meeting minutes include the time, 

date, if officials are in attendance or absent, motions made and votes taken, moving to a 

simplified form of minutes, with a detailed recording being electronic. She proposed 

moving to a simple minutes format and posting the video on-line.  

 

Tony McKim inquired, for clarification, about the process of the petition article. Ehrlenbach 

explained that there will be a public hearing in two weeks, and that the petition must go 

forward to a vote at Town Meeting. McKim volunteered that, in the event the citizens’ 

petition is voted in the affirmative, he would like to participate in the subsequent 

committee.  



 

Nobel questioned how the public hearing would be held, to stay within Covid-19 limitations. 

After lengthy discussion, it was determined that the public hearing would be attended via 

Zoom only, with those having direct interest in the three issues to be discussed (petition 

and resolutions) being permitted to attend in person. Nobel moved to hold the public 

hearing with the select board in attendance as they are able, along with Starr Gilmartin and 

Susan Sargent present, and all others attending by Zoom. Monahan seconded. Vote:  3  Yes, 

2 No (Hanscom, Bennett) 

 

X. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Bennett and seconded by Hanscom. Vote: 3 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm. 


