
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF April 20, 2021 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order: Board of Selectman Meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm. Present: Fred 

Ehrlenbach, John Bennett, Carlene Hanscom, and Carol Walsh, in person. Rachel Nobel , 

Daniel Monahan, attended remotely. Visitors: John Whetstone, Mike Gilmartin, Starr 

Gilmartin, Steve Corson, Danielle Cole, Susan Sargent attended in person. Attending 

remotely: Tom Reeve, Jennifer Bonilla, Rebecca Alley, Jackie Dodge, Margaret Harlin, Susan 

Starr and Linda (Last Name Unknown), Anna Sawyer, Melanie Moureno, Darcy 

Throckmorton, Mike Hodgkins, Alf Anderson, Vicki (Last Name Unknown), Stephanie 

Roguski, Phillip Caper, Judy Sproule, Tony McKim, Charles Farley, Chantal Guess, Nancy 

Thurlow, Brian Campbell, Alex Newell, Mark Remick, Earl (Last Name Unknown), Reginald 

(Last Name Unknown), Ann Luther,  Brant Viner.  

 

II. Visitor to be Heard: None 

 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda: Nobel asked to add Broadband to the agenda. Hanscom 

motioned to accept the agenda with the addition; Bennett seconded.  Vote: 5 Yes.  On 

record requests  for 4/20 - Tony McKim - Tony asked to go on record as saying that if the 

warrant article regarding the citizens' initiative to leave the AOS passes, he would love to 

offer himself to be considered as a member of that committee and to be a part of that 

process should the vote dictate its formation.  Rachel Nobel - Nobel requested it be noted 

that she disagrees with the depiction of the warrant article regarding the citizens petition as 

a plan to explore other options for educational services. Being that the petition will be put 

forward for approval to the DOE, and then the voting body of the town, it is not a plan 

explore options, but actually a plan to withdraw from the AOS. Chair agreed that Nobel's 

statement would be noted 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes of April 6, 2021. Hanscom motioned to table the minutes until May 4th 

meeting; Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

V. Old Business: 

a. Solar Discussion: Gilmartin explained that he has contacted Sun Dog Solar and has 

paperwork for board members to read. He clarified the word “Lease” as a contract for 

the power, however there will be no money exchanged. There is no maintenance on 

the farm, no maintenance on the PPA; the only maintenance which might be incurred is 

if the town buys the solar system outright, and insurance may be obtained to cover 

that. Buying the system would cost about $107,000. Buying the system  saves 

percentage costs each year. A contract on the roof or a farm provides a discount on the 

kilowatts.  Placing the system on a roof can be done within six months. Utilizing a farm 



will require a year to a year and a half. The board agreed to read the material, discuss at 

the next meeting, and thereafter have a Sun Dog representative meet with the board. 

 

b. Broadband Committee: Nobel updated the board regarding a meeting with Spectrum 

and she described an opportunity for the town to purchase bulk access for all residents. 

Residents who already subscribe to Spectrum would reduce their costs by about $30 

per month (internet service). She described a new program that the FCC may allow in 

the future. The bulk purchase would require a contract with the town; with the town 

paying Spectrum outright and then billing residents directly or through taxes. The cost 

per person is estimated to be between $30 and $36. Walsh asked how other towns 

have managed this. The question of what happens when someone does not pay their 

bill also came up. Whetstone explained that in a discussion with Spectrum, explaining 

that he had been a Time Warner Cable customer, identified him as a Legacy customer 

and received a reduction in the higher speed of his service.   

 

VI. New Business: 

a.  School Budget Discussion: Ehrlenbach motioned to have the School Committee revisit 

their budget and look at possible revisions. Bennett seconded. This was precipitated by 

Ehrlenbach’s review of the expense report, the town audit, and the school audit. The 

Education Carry Forward for the school was $706,554, and for pre-K was $20,304. It 

does not indicate whether the funds are non-spendable, restricted, assigned, 

committed, or unassigned. On page 19 of the school audit, the total fund balance is 

$726,957. Non-spendable is $778, restricted (Fed/State projects, DHHS Grant, Emory 

Grant, Friends of Acadia Grant). Then there are  Assigned Funds of Special Education 

Reserve is $13,000, maintenance of plant reserves $60,000, school lunch program 

$45,000, Pre-K program $20,303, and unassigned fund balance of  $543,055. There 

were no funds listed as committed. In October 2020 the town committed $253,377 for 

the 2021 fiscal year, leaving  an unassigned balance of $289,678. The school committee 

recommended $400,307 to be used to offset taxation, which is $110,629 short of 

having the funds. Closer examination revealed that it was unlikely there will be a 

surplus at the end of the 4th quarter to offset this amount. This could end the year with 

a negative unassigned fund balance. Nancy Thurlow  reviewed with Ehrlenbach these 

figures , anticipated income and expenditures, and the math used to arrive at the 

figures in the budget. The questions remained and it was decided to ask the auditor, to 

attend the May 4th meeting.  Bennett motioned to table the action until the May 4th 

meeting; Nobel seconded. Vote: 5 Yes.  Hanscom motioned to invite Jim Wadman to 

the May 4th meeting; Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

b. Set a Date for Open Town Meeting: Outdoor events with 100% capacity are possible 

after May 24th. Town Meeting is scheduled for May 17th, which will be fine for 

Australian ballot. The open meeting should be postponed until June.  Walsh will check 

with the school to see which date can work best for them to host the meeting. 



 

VII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Bennett motioned to pay the bills, Hanscom seconded. 

Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VIII. Other Business: Ehrlenbach directed attention to a letter received from The Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, and Lottery Operations, Liquor Enforcement Division, regarding a local 

option for the sale of liquor in individual towns. The State has issued licenses to include the 

sale of liquor, however a vote is required within a year, the establishments will not be able 

to sell hard liquor. A warrant article must be drafted to allow the sale of what will be 

determined in future discussion.  

 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Bennett and seconded by Hanscom. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm. 


