
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF May 4, 2021 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order: Board of Selectman Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. Present: Fred 

Ehrlenbach, John Bennett, Carlene Hanscom, and Carol Walsh, in person. Rachel Nobel , 

Daniel Monahan, attended remotely. Visitors: John Whetstone, Mike Gilmartin, Susan 

Sargent, Stephanie Waite, Carolyn Wakefield, Gregory Harding, Scott Markwood, Brant 

Viner, Kevin Hallett, and Susan Starr attended in person. Attending remotely: Charlie Farley, 

Lisa Winger, Greg Johnston, Starr Gilmartin, Mike Hodgkins, Kim Bunker, Mike Ross, Tom 

Reeve, Emily Muise, Linda (Last Name Unknown), Barbara Acosta, and Vicki Young.  

II. Visitor to be Heard: None 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda:  

 

IV. Approval of Minutes of April 6 and 20, 2021. Bennett motioned accept the minutes, 

Ehrlenbach seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. Monahan asked that page 4, New Business, Subsection 

B, Gouse Email, be changed to remove “continued to insultingly drill Walsh,” which he did 

not think was an accurate characterization. Nobel offered to provide an accurate list of 

those who attended remotely during each meeting. The name Arianna Yin needed to be 

corrected from Ariel in two places on the April 6th minutes. Bennett motioned to approve 

the minutes with corrections; Ehrlenbach seconded with corrections. Vote:  5 Yes. 

 

V. Old Business: 

a. School Budget Discussion: Ehrlenbach withdrew his  motion of April 20th regarding the 

school budget. He has had the opportunity to meet with the auditor, has reviewed the 

school’s year-to-date actual vs budget. One item that was not included in the 

2020/2021 Anticipated Revenue, was  several hundred thousand dollars for Cares Act 

reimbursement. Bennett withdrew his second to the motion. 

 

b. Broadband Committee: The Broadband Committee recently met with the Mt. Vernon 

Broadband Committee.  They discussed the Spectrum bulk purchase that was 

mentioned July 20th.  One member attended a webinar on EBB, Emergency Broadband 

Benefit, and he provided a report on that meeting. The Mt. Vernon committee invited 

the Trenton members to join a meeting with Spectrum , to discuss the concept of bulk 

purchasing.   

 

c. Solar: Gilmartin provided pamphlets and information from Sun Dog and asked how the 

Board wished to proceed. Sun Dog reps have agreed to attend the next scheduled 

meeting to answer any questions. Current thought is that envisioned new fire house 

will not be situated for optimum positioning of solar panels. Ehrlenbach spoke up to 

encourage placing panels on the town office roof, as there are no plans to abandon it or 



move the municipal offices anywhere else.  Sun Dog was invited to come to the next 

scheduled meeting. The option of leasing the panels from a solar farm was discussed. 

 

VI. New Business: 

a. Liquor License: Lunt’s Lobster Pound. Bennett motioned to approve, Hanscom 

seconded. Vote: 5 Yes.  

 

b. Liquor License Renewal: Trenton Bridge Lobster Pound. Hanscom motioned to approve, 

Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

c. Sand Bids: Tracy Brothers responded but failed to include their bid in the envelope with 

insurance details. Tracy will be contacted to obtain their bid. 

 

d. Review of Gateway Estates Impact Fee: Whetstone explained that the first part of the 

Impact Fee Form has been filled out and has been reviewed by the Planning Board. The 

last portion of the form deals with numbers of residents projected to increase in the 12 

more housing units. There is expected to be 30 additional residents and six additional 

school children. This potential increase represents slightly over 2% of the population. 

Only Capital expenses can be identified for impact, no operational expenses. It was 

deemed that there is no additional infrastructure required, equating to zero cost. No 

additional capital expense to the school is expected, so that is also zero. The project is 

expected to start and finish within 12 months. There is no impact fee required, per the 

Planning Board. Bennett motioned to accept the recommendation of the Planning 

Board, Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Bennett motioned to approve the AP & Payroll 

Warrants, Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VIII. Other Business:  Markwood asked if the town would consider writing a zoning ordinance to 

manage the placement of piers on the Trenton shore.  There is a long pier, ramp, and dock 

being built near the Markwood property. While he has no argument with this effort, he 

would like to see a more organized process for future, similar endeavors. Whetstone 

explained that the town has a Shoreland Zoning Ordinance, which requires that the 

Planning Board review an application for a pier after Maine DEP has signed off on a project. 

Monahan asked if Markwood could provide such ordinances from other towns in Maine. 

Ehrlenbach suggested Markwood discuss this with the Planning Board, as it is not in the 

purview of the Board of Selectmen. 

 

Minutes Format: After discussion among the board members, it was determined that the 

current method of recording minutes will be retained.  

 



IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Bennett and seconded by Hanscom. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm. 


