
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF May 18, 2021 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order: Board of Selectman Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. Present: Fred 

Ehrlenbach, John Bennett, Rachel Nobel, Charles Farley, Jr., and Carol Walsh, in person.  

Daniel Monahan attended remotely, arriving approximately 15 minutes late. Visitors: John 

Whetstone, Mike Gilmartin, Susan Sargent, Brant Viner, Carlene Hanscom, Danielle Cole, 

Steve Corson, Danny Piper (Sun Dog Solar), and Susan Starr attended in person. Attending 

remotely: Lisa Winger, Mike Hodgkins, Kim Bunker,  Linda (Last Name Unknown), Darcy 

Throckmorton, Rebecca Alley, Margaret Harling, Vicki Young, and Jennifer Bonilla.  

 

II. Visitor to be Heard: Hanscom congratulated Farley on his election to the Select Board and 

wished him luck. Bennett thanked Hanscom for her years of service on the Board.   

 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda:  Ehrlenbach asked for Road Commissioner nominations and  

added election of Chairman and Vice Chairman. These items added to New Business.  

 

IV. Approval of Minutes of May 4, 2021. Bennett motioned accept the minutes, Nobel 

seconded. Nobel asked to correct the spelling of her name in paragraph IV. Under Old 

Business, she asked that, Section C, Solar, the language be changed to “Sun Dog was invited 

to come to the next scheduled meeting. The option of leasing the panels from a solar farm 

was discussed.” The amendments were accepted by Bennett. Vote: 4 Yes (Monahan not 

present). 

 

V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department: Corson announced the passing on April 21st of former Chief Kelton 

Muise, who had served 33 years a Fire Chief in Trenton. He joined approximately in 

1960, when the fire house was a one-bay building with a dirt floor. In the 1970s and 

1980s, he was instrumental in building two fire engines for the town. He initiated two 

additions to the current fire house, one of which was built by the volunteers. Chief 

Muise was Fire Warden, Deputy Fire Warden, and Constable within the many years he 

served. He held many positions in the Hancock County Firefighters Association, 

including as a member of the board of directors. The department would not be what it 

is today without Chief Muise’s strong leadership. The Fire Department lost a great 

leader, mentor and friend. The entire department sends thoughts and prayers to his 

family. There will be a celebration of life for Chief Muise on May 30th, 2:30 to 5:30. 

 

Corson presented reports for March and April. In March there were 7 calls. On the 27th 

the members handled an oil spill on the shore off the Bayside Road, working with the 

DEP. In April there were 11 calls. These included three roll-over accidents, and several 

mutual aid calls. Gallery Leather called due to having a weather balloon in their yard, 



which warned not to handle without Fire Department representatives. There are now a 

total of 41 calls. Training in April included a course on hazardous materials handling in 

Sedgwick, and pump training in Bar Harbor. 

 

There will be a drive-through breakfast on June 12th. There are four new members, and 

possibly a fifth interested in joining.  Corson met with a DEP representative at the 

designated site for the new fire house. Because there is wetland in the wooded area, it 

may be necessary to place the building facing Oak Point Road.  

 

b. Broadband Committee:   The Broadband committee handed out fliers about the 

emergency broadband funds that are coming out. Spectrum is participating. These 

provide an emergency broadband subsidy which can reduce the broadband cost down 

to $50 per month for a year, or for $100 a tablet or laptop can be obtained that makes 

it easier to access using broadband, for eligible consumers. Former Time Warner 

customers, who switched to Spectrum, may be categorized as a “Legacy Customer” and 

be eligible for reduced rates and increased speeds. Spectrum has been asked for a list 

of residents in this situation. Bulk purchasing through Spectrum is continuing to be 

explored, however the committee is not certain this would be a good fit for Trenton. 

They are encouraging residents to take the speed test and the survey, which is on the 

town website front page.  There are broadband funds coming out, CONNECT ME is an 

option. A small, $10,000 grant through the Maine Community Foundation is also being 

looked at.  

 

c. Solar:  Danny Piper, representative for Sun Dog Solar, provided a sample contract for a 

48.96 KW system, with solar panel array to be placed on the Town Office/Fire Station 

roof, and proceeded to discuss details within that contract with Board members.  It 

outlines the participants of the agreement, and the town signatory will be the Chair of 

the Board of Selectmen. It is a 25 year agreement, 12.5 cents per KW hour, it will 

generate an average of about 61,000 KW hours the first year. There is a 1% price 

increase to the electricity rate per year. Anticipated date of operation is estimated at 

November 5th. Sun Dog will own the equipment, while Trenton will purchase the power 

generated at a reduced rate (about 25%). Sun Dog manages all maintenance and 

provides insurance coverage. Nobel asked Piper to provide a chart of fixed discount  vs. 

fixed rate which is in the contract. There will be alpine snow guards built into the 

panels. They will provide necessary meters, and if excess power is produced, an 

additional meter may be installed to channel the power to another town entity. The 

equipment and labor would require no financial outlay from the town. Sun Dog finances 

all that, while the town gets immediate savings. The roof is metal and seamed, which 

will allow easier installation. The roof is approximately 15 years old. The height will be 6 

to 8 inches above the roof line. The panels will cover up to 90% of the roof, however 

pathways will be included within the array. There is an automatic transfer switch to the 

generator. The estimated new value of the system is approximately $100,000. Tremont, 



MDI High School, Stockton Springs, Oakland, Waldoboro, and other towns have similar 

systems contracted with Sun Dog. Options from other installers were sought in the past 

from Revision and End Source (now defunct). Piper reiterated to Monahan that all 

maintenance and periodic checks, partially through remote monitoring, will be 

managed and conducted by Sun Dog. The pitch of the roof is 22.5 degrees. In the 

seventh year of leasing, Sun Dog can sell the system to the town for fair market value 

(about 50% of original cost). The Board planned to examine the contract during the 

next two weeks before concluding the agreement. Piper will return for the next 

meeting. 

 

VI. New Business: 

a. Liquor License: Beacon Bar and Grill. Bennett motioned to approve, Nobel seconded. 

Vote: 5 Yes.  

 

b. Nominations for Chair of the Board of Selectmen: Bennett nominated Ehrlenbach. 

Monahan nominated Nobel; Farley seconded. During discussion, Bennett explained the 

breadth and depth of knowledge and experience that Ehrlenbach had in government, 

having served in a variety of government positions for 40 years. He emphasized the loss 

to the Board if Ehrlenbach were not elected to the Chair position. Members of the 

board are elected to serve the town in the best manner possible; it is not a popularity 

or personality contest. The Chair must devote many hours to this service, to include 

overseeing the budget. Nobel stressed that she would like to see more ways in which 

the members can work together, and continue to learn from each other. She found the 

past year to have been difficult, with some experiences on the board appearing to be 

incorrect.  She asked Ehrlenbach how, as the Chairman, he could foster the 

environment of learning and the environment of discourse. Ehrlenbach answered that 

he would happily pass on the knowledge that he had, which would require time by 

other board members, other than at Board meetings. He spends approximately 10 to 15 

hours a week at the town office on town business. The budget would need to be 

learned, as well as how to prepare a budget. Bennett stated that electing a Board 

member with two years of experience would be premature. Farley withdrew his second 

to the nomination. Whetstone spoke on Ehrlenbach’s behalf regarding how much the 

Planning Board values the knowledge and assistance that Ehrlenbach has provided. 

Farley seconded the nomination of Ehrlenbach as Chair. Again Nobel asked 

Ehrlenbach’s thoughts regarding the challenges the board has faced during the past 

year. Ehrlenbach answered that the Board is a fiduciary body and responsible for the 

finances of the town, which is his primary focus. There will need to be a special town 

meeting because the town’s budget has been exceeded, in the future. She pressed 

about his thoughts on the functioning as a board, to which Ehrlenbach responded that 

he goes by Roberts Rules of Order. Vote:  Yes: 4, No: 1 (Monahan). 

 



Vice Chair Nominations: Monahan nominated Nobel. There was no second. Bennett 

nominated himself. Monahan expanded on his desire to see Nobel as vice chair: Being 

vice chair will place her in a better position to learn from Ehrlenbach; and he has seen 

lots of disappointments over the last few months, particularly with how meetings have 

been run, and the decorum at meetings. Nobel said she has experienced challenges, 

untruths, rudeness, and lack of decorum from members of the Board.  She suggested 

quarterly, joint meetings with the school committee. She admitted that there is 

mistrust of members of the Board. Nobel seconded the nomination of Bennett for Vice 

Chair. Vote: 4 Yes, 1 No (Monahan). Ehrlenbach stressed that he had not expressed an 

opinion to the Board on any of the warrant articles. Nobel contradicted this, stating 

that he had expressed an opinion that he did not think it necessary to get legal advice 

on Article 3. Ehrlenbach explained that he felt the decision should be made by the 

legislative body of the town.  

 

Names will be needed for Road Commissioner. Please submit to Walsh. 

 

VII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Bennett motioned to approve the AP & Payroll 

Warrants, Nobel seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VIII. Other Business:  Gilmartin suggested that the Board memorialize Kelton Muise at the June 

12th Town Meeting. 

 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Bennett and seconded by Farley. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 pm. 


