
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF July 13, 2021 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order: Board of Selectman Meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm. Present: Fred 

Ehrlenbach, John Bennett,  Charles Farley, Jr., Rachel Nobel and Carol Walsh.  Daniel 

Monahan attended remotely. Visitors: John Whetstone, Steve Corson,  Leroy Muise, Emily 

Muise, Brant Viner, Mike Gilmartin, Stephanie Waite, Kristen Collins, and Susan Starr 

attended in person. Attending remotely: Margaret Harlin, Rebecca Alley, and Starr 

Gilmartin.  

 

II. Visitors to be Heard:  None.   

 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda:  Nobel asked for an update regarding the brown tail moth. She 

also requested a discussion regarding MMA’s guidance on continuing remote meetings in 

extreme circumstances. Monahan suggested that the later be added to the next agenda. 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes of June 29, 2021. Bennett motioned accept the minutes, Farley 

seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. The reference to Tanya, a remote attendee, was clarified by Nobel to 

be Tanya Kristen Collins, who was actually present. 

 

V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department:  Corson provided a draft of the full-time firefighter job description. He 

described a contradicting situation that may occur between the paid employee and 

volunteers. The employed firefighter will need to attend some of the additional, off-

duty meetings that the volunteers already attend without pay.  The department hopes 

to avoid overtime payments. Bill Malcolm was promoted to Lieutenant  at the annual 

meeting. There have been 66 calls for service so far in 2021. Corson is seeking a 

wetlands survey for the site on Sand Salt Way. The Hancock County Fire Academy is 

attempting to complete the most recent class in August—it had been interrupted due 

to COVID-19. 

 

b. Broadband Committee:  Nobel discussed details of the Broadband Committee’s budget 

that it will submit to the Maine Community Foundation grant, $10,000. A portion of the 

funds is expected to go to subject matter consulting costs, i.e. John Whetstone and 

others who can support residents who are trying to set up broadband access in their 

homes and may need technical help. There will be an effort to reach out to Time 

Warner Legacy customers who do not yet know that they can switch to become a 

Spectrum customer and thus save money and increase speed. They have budgeted for a 

large screen TV in the conference room which will provide greater detail and ease in 

navigation.  Postage, office supplies, copying costs have also been included. A wifi 

extender can also be placed in the Town office to supply greater access to more distant 



points in the parking lot. Members of the committee are now working with Kathy 

Miller, of the Mt. Desert Broadband Committee, and learning the goals of the League of 

Towns with regard to greater regional broadband access. 

 

c. BHB MOU: Muise reported that the Hancock County Commissioners approved the MOU 

for a shared firefighter position without reservation or questions.  Nobel questioned 

the verbiage regarding the payment of 50 per cent of the per year costs. She 

recommended that the costs be more specific, and the inclusive dates be specified. She 

could foresee that the cap of $25,000 to be paid by Hancock County could cause 

Trenton to pay more than $25,000 should any costs go over budget, i.e. cost of living 

increases, etc.  She recommended that the document detail that Hancock County 

carries .5 FTE (full time employee), and that Trenton carries .5 FTE, with cost of living 

increases as appropriate; rather than each carries a part-time position. Ehrlenbach 

explained that funding cannot go beyond June 30, 2022, as a new annual budget would 

need to be approved at Town Meeting.  Without the annual funding, the position goes 

unfilled. Any changes in the MOU would need to be put before the Commissioners 

again for approval. Nobel motioned to clarify it to a one year term, and that provision 

1B be clarified to pay up to 50 per cent of the per year costs of the position to be 

funded at .5 FTE, not to exceed $25,000 in year one of the MOU, with inclusion of the 

fiscal year. And, to staff the Hancock County Bar Harbor Airport with one qualified part-

time lead ARFF person at .5 FTE. There was no second. Ehrlenbach explained that the 

County is contracting with Trenton to pay half the cost of the position—Trenton is 

hiring the individual.  Bennett added that the MOU is a fluid document and that 

concerns can be addressed at the end of the term, if necessary. He considers the MOU 

and the firefighter position to be a good move for Trenton. Changes at this time would 

slow the process down. The document permits changes to be made in writing, at any 

time, with the agreement of the Hancock County Bar Harbor Airport and the Trenton 

Volunteer Fire Department.  Bennett motioned to adopt the MOU and authorize the 

Chair and the Fire Chief to sign the document. Nobel seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VI. New Business: 

a. Special Amusement Permit—Open Hearth Inn: Bennett motioned to approve. Nobel 

seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

b. Garage Roof Bids: None have been received. Ehrlenbach moved to put on the next 

meeting agenda. Farley seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

c. Non-Profit Requests for Funding: Monahan motioned to fulfill all requests received. 

After discussion, the following amounts were allocated:  

     Northern Light Home Health Hospice    $   500.00 

     Northern Light Health       2,300.00 

     WIC          1,710.00 

     Yesterday’s Children           300.00 

     Hospice of Hancock County          600.00 



     Downeast Horizons        1,000.00 

     Community Health & Counseling Service        600.00 

     Bar Harbor Food Pantry       1,000.00 

     Eastern Agency on Aging          200.00 

     HEAL (Downeast Aids Network)         500.00 

     MPBN            100.00 

     Loaves and Fishes        1,500.00      

     Life Flight            800.00 

     Friends in Action        1,000.00 

     WERU Community Radio       2,500.00 

       Total      14,610.00  

      

The Ellsworth Public Library’s request for $7,405.00 was discussed at length, with 

numerous attendees chiming in with negative personal opinions regarding the loss of 

their library cards in the previous year. The use of other local libraries is free to 

residents.  $20,456 was approved for Non-profits at Town Meeting. Ehrlenbach moved 

that all requests be funded as presented with the exception of the Ellsworth Public 

Library, and that that amount be set at $5,846.00, to be used to reimburse Trenton 

residents for their library cards at the Ellsworth Public Library. Bennett seconded the 

motion. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Bennett motioned to approve the AP & Payroll 

Warrants, Farley seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VIII. Other Business:     

 

a. Brown Tail Moths: Bennett explained that more up-to-date information will be available 

at the next meeting. 

b. COVID Ordinance Discussion:  Nobel would like the Board to consider continuing to hold 

remote meetings in extenuating circumstances. This will be added to the next agenda. 

An ordinance will be necessary to permit this. 

c. It was decided to not participate in the Hancock County Household Waste Disposal for 

liquids on Aug 28th. In September there will be a universal household waste event at the 

MDI High School. 

d. Bennett motioned to permit the Chair to sign an agreement with James Wadman for 

the annual audit. Farley seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Bennett and seconded by Farley. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm. 


