
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF August 24, 2021 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order: Board of Selectman Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. Present: Fred 

Ehrlenbach, John Bennett,  Charles Farley, Jr., Rachel Nobel, Daniel Monahan and Carol 

Walsh. Visitors Present:   Kristen Collins, Carolyn Wakefield, Brant Viner, Steve Corson, 

Mary Turner, Jim Turner, and Danielle Cole.   

 

II. Visitors to be Heard:  None. 

 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda:  Nobel asked to add a discussion of the Corona Virus State and 

Local Recovery Funds under Other Business.   

 

IV. Approval of Minutes of August 10, 2021. Bennett motioned to accept the minutes, Farley 

seconded. Vote: 5 Yes.  

 

V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department:  Corson reported that the new firefighter position has been 

advertised and there is one in-house applicant. There is some interest in the general 

area, but no new applications from others. A quote and contract for the wetlands 

survey of the entire parcel has been received and is before the Board. Corson is 

authorized to sign the contract. The Hancock County Fire Academy is being attended by 

one Trenton firefighter. On August 14 and 15, they did a Class B propane burn, and 

practiced putting out fires inside a building. There were numerous members of the 

Trenton Fire Department that helped in the training efforts. There has been water 

damage again to the restroom.  There is one new member to the Department. Corson 

would like to mount a new sign in front of the Town Office to advertise items of interest 

to residents. There have been 78 calls as of today in 2021. The boat and trailer were 

tended to over the weekend with a total of 34 man hours. On Aug 17th, a request for an 

EMS was broadcast for Trenton. Initially, Bar Harbor opted to cover the call, but when 

Bar Harbor received a second EMS call, it declined to cover Trenton. The other options 

available to take the Trenton call were Blue Hill or Bucksport. Several minutes later, 

Northern Light radioed that it could take the Trenton call. Corson reiterated that the 

new firefighter position to be shared with the town and the airport will help fill the gap 

for Trenton when other EMTs/ambulances are unable to respond.  

 

b. Broadband Committee:  Nobel motioned to accept funds from Maine Community 

Foundation if awarded, to be used in the manner outlined in the Maine Community 

Foundation application as submitted in the July 29th, and with the flexibility as allowed 

by the Maine Community Foundation to make line item adjustments as necessary 

within the approved budget period. Seconded by Bennett. Vote: 5 Yes. 



 

Broadband Committee met on August 18th. The group is completing the mapping 

project of all possible residential houses that have access to Spectrum. There are now 

about seven roads that are unserved. An excel spreadsheet will be prepared, and they 

will reach out to those who are not served, hoping to reach a deal with Spectrum to 

enable greater access. The businesses in Trenton are being contacted to see what can 

be done to help those that are underserved.  

 

The group discussed ways in which the funds could be used, if received. Whetstone 

plans to prepare educational material on the equipment and service to offer ways that 

residents can improve their service. A digital safety segment may also be planned for 

the community. They are also looking into future negotiations for the franchise 

agreement.  

 

c. Revision Energy: Farley provided a letter he received from Revision Energy in which 

they offered suggestions. Farley believes the greatest benefit will be if any agreement 

can include the Trenton Elementary School. He has contacted representatives and has 

received favorable comments for inclusion in the Revision plan.   Revision has possibly 

found a way to deal with the demand meter at the school without having to replace it. 

Revision continues to work on a proposal for Trenton. Farley plans to meet with 

Trenton’s new principal to discuss the school’s inclusion.   

 

d. MMA Remote Meetings:  Monahan discussed the MMA proposed policy for 

municipalities to have meetings in which attendees could be remote. Each town must 

pass its own policy for such meetings. A public hearing must be held. Monahan drafted 

a policy for Trenton. Nobel recommended that a public hearing be held based on 

Monahan’s draft. The draft allows board members to attend and vote remotely. “When 

not practicable” was quoted and discussed as possibly being too broad a term for 

remote voting. Sending material “to the public” was also discussed. A public hearing on 

Remote Participation Policy was scheduled for September 21st. The General Assistance 

ordinance public hearing will be scheduled on that date as well.  

 

e. Consent Agreement: Action completed. 

 

f. Browntail Moth Letters: The letters will be printed on town letterhead. The letter to the 

Maine CDC will be signed by Bennett, as Health Officer. The Request for Declaration of 

a Browntail Moth Public Health Nuisance will be placed on letterhead, with a letter 

obtained from the Maine Forestry Service. Monahan motioned to approve the letters as 

amended, and with necessary attachments. Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VI. New Business: 



a. Application for Catering – Bar Harbor Catering Company: The request is for a catered 

function serving alcoholic beverages on September 24, at a property on Forest Lane. 

Bennett motioned to approve; Monahan seconded. Vote: 5 Yes.  

 

VII. Other Business:    Nobel asked if a request for Covid Relief funds might be in order for 

Trenton. The funds are from the Federal Government. Walsh already applied to be 

reimbursed for funds (approximately $3500) through a CBDG grant. Monahan researched 

eligibility on the MMA website and provided that municipalities are considered non-entitled 

units. Nobel believed that some issues may be eligible, such as broadband, tax abatements, 

etc. Some monies were awarded to the cohort of MDI towns, of which Trenton is a 

member. Nobel suggested that this subject be discussed further at the next meeting.  

 

Bennett discussed the signs posted for “Save Eastern Bay,” which concern a potential large 

salmon farm in the bay. Many towns have signed a statement in support of local fishermen 

that oppose the farm. Bennet has been contacted by many local people interested in 

opposing the salmon farm. He has also been called regarding the speed radar mechanism. 

The callers would like to see the sign removed to Route 3 so that motorists can be 

cautioned regarding their speed.  

 

VIII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Bennett motioned to approve the AP & Payroll 

Warrants, Monahan seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Bennett and seconded by Monahan. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm. 


