
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF September 7, 2021 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order: Board of Selectman Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. Present: Fred 

Ehrlenbach, John Bennett,  Charles Farley, Jr., Rachel Nobel, and Carol Walsh. Daniel 

Monahan was excused. Visitors Present:   Kristen Collins, Mike Gilmartin, Susan Sargent, 

and Susan Starr. Starr Gilmartin attended virtually.   

 

II. Visitors to be Heard:  None. 

 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda:  None.   

 

IV. Approval of Minutes of August 24, 2021. Bennett motioned to accept the minutes, Farley 

seconded. Vote: 4 Yes.  

 

V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department:  Steve Corson, who could not attend, provided  written comments to 

Board members. The results of the wetlands survey are expected in two weeks. There 

have been  84 service calls as of September 17th. There are two applications for the 

firefighter position and interviews may be scheduled within the next week and a half. 

 

a. Broadband Committee:   The committee met on September 2nd, and on the 6th. 

They discussed potential trainings for members. They discussed “last mile 

connectivity” as a possible purpose for ARPA funds, and have requested a total cost 

from Spectrum, to include businesses. The committee will inquire of the fire 

department to determine if there are broadband needs there that could be 

satisfied with ARPA funds. Nobel also learned from MMA that PFAS remediation 

would also qualify for ARPA funds.   Ehrlenbach added that ARPA funds can only be 

used for public benefit as opposed to private, individual benefit.  

 

b. ARPA Funds: Ehrlenbach urged members to identify eligible ways that Trenton can 

used the funds, (@ $164,000) fixed amounts for each item, and name contractors 

that can provide the service/work. A Town Meeting will be necessary to obtain 

voters’ approval. He suggested that Broadband needs and funds for front-line 

workers might be appropriate. Nobel would add PFAS remediation to the priorities.  

 

c. Solar Panels: Farley reported that Revision and the Trenton Elementary School 

principal are in discussions to place panels on the school roof. There is new 

legislation in place that may permit the placement without regard to the “on 

demand.”  

 



d. Browntail Moth Letters:  A letter has been signed. Maine Forestry Service is 

meeting next week in Ellsworth. Trenton is waiting for a letter from them after they 

review the region. 

 

VI. New Business: 

a. See ARPA Funding above.  

 

VII. Other Business:      

 

VIII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Bennett motioned to approve the AP & Payroll 

Warrants, Farley seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 

 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Bennett and seconded by Nobel. Vote: 4 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm. 


