
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF September 21, 2021 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order: Board of Selectman Meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm. Present: Fred 

Ehrlenbach, John Bennett,  Charles Farley, Jr., Rachel Nobel, Daniel Monahan, and Carol 

Walsh. Visitors Present:   Kristen Collins, John Whetstone, Mike Gilmartin, Stephanie Waite, 

Susan Sargent, Carolyn Wakefield, Danielle Cole, Steve Corson, Mike Hodgkins, Brant Viner, 

Crystal DaGrasa, Stephanie Roguski, and Susan Starr. Rebecca Alley, Vicki Young, and Starr 

Gilmartin and Margaret Harlen attended virtually.   

 

II. Visitors to be Heard:  DaGrasa, Principal of the Trenton Elementary School, explained that a 

new digital sign had been installed at the school. She asked how the school should go about 

cutting back the trees that line School Road, and are now encroaching on the line of sight 

between the school and the sign. The overgrowth is greater at the Route 3 intersection. 

Ehrlenbach advised that the area closest to Route 3 was State property and that MDOT 

should be contacted. Bennett motioned to give permission to trim the trees along School 

Road; Monahan seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. She was advised that the school budget should 

cover the cost.  DaGrasa invited the Select Board to attend a School Committee meeting on 

Oct 12, 2021, at 4:30. Guy Marshall will address the School Committee regarding renewable 

energy with solar panels.  

 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda:  Whetstone asked to add revision to the LUO under New 

Business.   Hodgkins asked to add a discussion of the Clam Ordinance. 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes of September 7, 2021. Bennett motioned to accept the minutes, Nobel 

seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 1 Abstain (Monahan). 

 

V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department:  Corson reported that the remainder of the Breakfasts for 2021 have 

been canceled due to the surge in COVID cases. There have been 85 calls for service to 

date. Cole has researched the cost of a digital sign for the Fire Department. She 

suggested that such a sign could be shared with the town office, and that there is 

potential that COVID relief monies could be used toward such a sign. The wetlands 

survey begins this week. Ellsworth, Lamoine and Trenton Fire Departments trained 

together on a building in Ellsworth this week.  

 

b. Broadband Committee:   The committee met on September 16th. They discussed 

coordinating with Ellsworth to learn of their ConnectME planning grant, the long-term 

considerations with using ARPA for the Last Mile initiative, what are other long-term 

considerations, such as making SPECTRUM more reliable. There are no longer battery-

back-ups on the poles, which may be looked at again.    



 

c. ARPA Funds: Ehrlenbach informed the Board that he applied for the ARPA funds. 

 

VI. New Business: 

a. Review of the LUO: Whetstone discussed the varied changes that are proposed in the 

LUO. The changes have been in the works for approximately a year. Many are 

typographic corrections, some are recommendations from the CEO due to-conflict of 

the LUO with statutes or other policies. There is a major change by incorporating the 

word “Structure.” The term “Building” has in some cases been changed to “Structure.”   

Permitted solar system types have been added to each district. Paragraph numbers 

have been corrected to be in sequential order. Items permitted in setbacks have been 

clarified. The definitions of “Building” and “Structure” have been clarified. Whetstone 

requested that the Select Board move forward with a hearing and special town 

meeting. A discussion ensued regarding whether it could wait until the annual town 

meeting, or should require an earlier special town meeting. A discussion was held 

regarding incorporating any rules for tiny homes. Nobel moved that the hearing for the 

LUO be scheduled for October 19th, and a special town meeting on November 16th. 

Monahan seconded. Vote: Yes: 4, Opposed: 1 (Ehrlenbach).  

 

VII. Other Business:   Hodgkins informed the Board that the Frenchmen’s Bay Regional Shellfish 

Organization has, since May, conducted all administrative duties with the Town of Franklin. 

A complaint frequently heard is that all towns are still selling individual recreational 

licenses, which an administrative difficulty.   The Shellfish group has condensed the 

application form to only one page.  Hodgkins also spoke in favor of decreasing the speed 

limit on Route 3, which is a responsibility of the State. He explained that the Town would 

have to approach the State authorities to start the process. Ehrlenbach suggested that the 

Board could send a request for reduced speed limits to MDOT. Cole asked why the Trenton 

Elementary School does not have a flashing light for school and bus traffic. Ehrlenbach 

stated that the town requested one in past years and never received a response from the 

State. Board members agreed that Trenton should request the light at the School Road 

again. Nobel motioned to send a letter to MDOT requesting a flashing light at the school, 

and a slower speed at the intersection to the airport. Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. Nobel 

and Cole will collaborate on a letter. 

 

VIII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Bennett motioned to approve the AP & Payroll 

Warrants, Monahan seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Bennett and seconded by Nobel. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 


