
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF October 5, 2021 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order: Board of Selectman Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. Present: Fred 

Ehrlenbach, John Bennett,  Charles Farley, Jr., Rachel Nobel, Daniel Monahan, and Carol 

Walsh. Visitors Present:   John Whetstone, Mike Gilmartin, Steve Corson, Brant Viner, 

Christina Heiniger, and Susan Starr. Margaret Harln attended virtually.   

 

II. Visitors to be Heard:    

 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda:  Monahan asked to add a brief discussion regarding the School 

Board meeting of October 12th. Whetstone offered to discuss the changes to the Land Use 

Ordinance drafted since the prior Board meeting. 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes of September 21, 2021. Bennett motioned to accept the minutes, 

Monahan seconded. Nobel corrected the spelling of her name from “Noble” in Para. IV. 

Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department:  Corson provided reports for July and August. In July, there were 16 

calls for service, which was busier than usual. These included auto accidents, calls for 

mutual aid, and a box truck stuck in power lines. August held only six calls for service. 

Members of the force completed the Firefighting academy and other members assisted 

in the training. The billing for services has yielded nearly $19,000 for a “New Truck” 

reserve account since late 2017. A full-time fire fighter has been hired and will start 

October 1st. The new employee is Bill Malcolm, a member of the volunteer force.  Due 

to the tragic loss of Sheriff’s Deputy Gross, members of the volunteer force have felt 

the effects. Corson has reached out to a debriefing group from St. Joseph’s Hospital. All 

members on duty during the incident attended a critical incident debriefing. A second 

debriefing occurred in Ellsworth, initiated by MMA. Three members attended Deputy 

Gross’ funeral service. Corson has contacted a counselor in Bangor, who assists first 

responders in PTSD and counselling.  

 

b. Broadband Committee:    The committee met the previous week. The members 

reviewed the Spectrum contract and included a budget for the last connections to 

broadband. The committee recommends that an attorney representing the town also 

look at the contract. Nobel described the changes that the members made to the 

contract. The full cost for the connections would be $54,940. It would be a match 

between $ 26,940 and $28,000. Spectrum will provide service to Woodland Road as an 

exception. Nobel is seeking a co-chair on the Broadband Committee, as there will be a 

lot of work coming up, whether the ConnectME grant is received or not.   In the future, 



the committee may look into battery back-ups to the poles as a way to improve 

reliability. Ehrlenbach asked Walsh to send a copy of the contract to MMA to learn if 

the Town’s insurance covers the indemnification. 

 

c. ARPA Funds: Trenton has received $82,074, the first half of the funds. A special reserve 

account has been set up with these funds. PFAS remediation will qualify for the funds. 

Spectrum connections will qualify. A town/fire department digital sign could qualify. 

Monahan expressed a desire to start prioritizing the uses and costs of uses for ARPA 

funds. 

 

VI. New Business: 

a.  Garage Roof Bids: Two bids were received to install a metal roof: $19,999 and $7,750. 

The low bid was provided by Ray Builders. Bennett motioned to accept the Ray Builders 

bid; Farley seconded. Vote: 4 Yes, 1 Abstain (Ehrlenbach).  

 

b. Route 3 Safety: Nobel  reported that she has met with Jared at HCPC. He informed her 

of the options available. Nobel will attend an upcoming meeting between HCPC and 

MDOT. The bicycle coalition may be able to help with traffic calming efforts. If Trenton 

established a committee, Jared could work with it on a Pedestrian Bicycle Mobility Plan. 

She suggested that a Trenton committee be formed to look at road safety. Regarding 

the flashing light at the school, the MDOT has to follow the Manual for Uniform  Traffic 

Control Devices. The law allows adjustments to this as the situation warrants, and such 

a light at the Trenton Elementary School may be one of those situations.  Corson 

offered that he is on a Traffic Incident Management System (TIMS) Committee for 

Hancock County, which involves MDOT, Law Enforcement, Emergency Management, 

Fire Departments, etc., all of whom evaluate traffic incidents and diversion. He has 

expressed concerns about Route 3 to this committee. Corson would like to pursue 

flashing lights at the Route 3/Oak Point Road intersection through grants. The traffic 

emitter on Trenton’s equipment does not always function at the intersection. Walsh 

also described congestion at the Haynes Point Road and Route 3 intersection due to 

large vehicles (RVs) parking when visiting the lobster pound. Bennett motioned to allow 

MDOT to place parking signs at Haynes Point Road; Monahan seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Nobel motioned to set up a committee to look into road safety on Route 3, and in 

Trenton in general; Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 yes. 

 

VII. Other Business:    

a. School Board Meeting: Monahan asked who of Select Board members might attend the 

meeting on October 12th at 4:30. Gilmartin plans to attend. Ehrlenbach suggested that 

the panels could be placed on the town office roof, which would negate the school 

needing to replace its roof so soon. 

 



b. LUO Changes: Whetstone explained that rules for temporary storage containers was 

another item that could be added to the LUO. This was recommended by the CEO. A list 

of exemptions from setback requirements was added. A reconciliation with the Shore 

Land Zoning Ordinance has not yet been done. A discussion of what should be exempt 

from setback requirements took place. It was determined to hold the public hearing on 

October 19th as advertised, but to postpone the special town meeting until the annual 

town meeting in May. 

 

VIII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Bennett motioned to approve the AP & Payroll 

Warrants, Farley seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Bennett and seconded by Nobel. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm. 


