
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF November 30, 2021 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order: Board of Selectman Meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm. Present: Fred Ehrlenbach, John 

Bennett,  Daniel Monahan, Rachel Nobel, Charles Farley, Jr., and Carol Walsh. Visitors Present:   Mike 

Gilmartin, Steve Corson, Leroy Muise, Brant Viner, Martha Higgins, Ann Luther, John Whetstone, Kristen 

Farley, Susan Sargent, Jarod Rollins, Richard Falazola, Jane Monahan, Alyce Young, Jeff Needham, and Susan 

Starr.  Those attending virtually: Margaret Harlin and Jacqueline Dodge.   

 

II. Visitors to be Heard:  Jeff Needham, of the Majestic Point Association, spoke in favor of an ordinance to 

place two “No Parking” signs at the entry to Haines Point Road. When the lobster pound is open there are 

frequently RVs parked there, which impede traffic entering and exiting the roadway. Needham stated that 

MDOT is prepared to put the signs up, but a town ordinance is required. Ehrlenbach suggested that the 

Board refer the matter to the Planning Board. He explained that the legislative body would have to vote on 

such an ordinance, and that it could be brought up at the Town Meeting in May. Chip Roscom, from the 

Trenton Parent Teacher Committee (PTC), explained that it is now fund-raising with a raffle. He is selling 

tickets for the school.   

 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda:  None. 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes of November 16, 2021. Bennett motioned to accept the minutes as amended with the 

corrections to the paragraph re: Broadband.  The spelling of Jasmine Pratt’s name was corrected. The 

spelling of Eric Hann’s name was corrected. MMA confirmed in an email that ARPA funds may be used for 

remediation and testing of PFAS at household level. Monahan seconded.  Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

V. New Business: 

a. Fire Department: Corson presented a copy of the wetlands study. Wetlands were found in property 

near Oak Point Road. The Salt Sand Shed and the Versant right of way impede the use of the mid-range. 

The uplands, beyond the Sand Salt Shed is the best location for the fire station, although it is located 

farther back from Oak Point Road than was anticipated. Atlantic Resources, which completed the 

wetlands study, is preparing a proposal for placing a 100’ by 100’ building behind the Sand Salt building. 

The study completed on the viability of continuing use of the current fire house indicates that the size 

needed for current operations is roughly twice what is now available in the Town Office building.  

 

David Gartner completed Firefighter I and II practical test. He has completed the written test. He has 

passed both tests. Thus far there have been 97 calls for service this year. The full-time employed 

member has completed the first month and the program is progressing well. On December 12th, the 

ladder truck will participate in “Wreaths Across America” ceremony in Ellsworth.  Deputy Chief Steve 

Heckman will have another article in a fire trade magazine in January for his Fire Alarm presentation 

and knowledge.  

 

b. Broadband Committee:  There was no meeting due to the holiday. The next meeting will be at 5:30 on 

December 9th. The activities outlined in the grant will be on the agenda. Road Safety is meeting at 6:00 

on December 16th. Both meetings may be accessed via Zoom. Bennett motioned to approve the 

Broadband Infrastructure Grant Agreement and authorize the Chairman to sign; Nobel seconded. Vote:  



5 Yes.  Spectrum will run lines down Oak Point Road, Heddy Lane, Heron Rock Road, Baxter Ledge Road, 

Gray Road, Old Field Road, White Ash Way, Drive-in Lane, Bramble Lane, Edward Lane, and Four Paws 

Lane. The individual homeowners are not committed to purchase Spectrum service.  

 

c. Update Essential Employees:  Trenton’s share of ARPA funds in 2021 is $82,000. ARPA funds may be 

used to pay premium pay to essential employees. Hancock County Commissioners have agreed to a 2:1 

match. County will provide $1200 per individual fire fighter if Trenton provides $600 per individual. 

There are 18 fire fighters that fully meet the specific date criteria, and two additional who joined the 

force before October 2021. Trenton’s share in paying the force is $12,000. Bennett motioned to expend 

Trenton’s ARPA funds at $600 per fire fighter, and to expend the funds received from the County 

Commissioners as matching funds.  Monahan seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. Regarding premium pay for the 

hard-working Trenton Municipal Office staff, Bennett motioned to authorize the expenditure of $5,000 

ARPA funds for the three employees. Farley seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. The total Trenton expenditure with 

Broadband and Premium Pay is $59,000. 

 

VI. New Business: 

a. MRC Board of Directors Election Ballot:  Both Gilmartin and Higgins, members of the Trenton Solid 

Waste Committee, recommended that the Board cast its vote for James Ouellette of Southwest Harbor. 

He has a well-rounded background to hold the position. Bennett motioned to cast the vote for 

Ouellette. Monahan seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VII. Other Business:    

 

VIII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Bennett motioned to approve the AP & Payroll Warrants, Farley 

seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by  Bennett and seconded by Farley. Vote:   5 Yes.   Meeting 

adjourned at 7:40 pm. 


