
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF December 14, 2021 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order: Board of Selectman Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. Present: Fred 

Ehrlenbach, John Bennett,  Daniel Monahan, Rachel Nobel, Charles Farley, Jr., and Carol 

Walsh. Visitors Present:   Mike Gilmartin, Steve Corson, Brant Viner, John Whetstone, 

Kristen Farley, Chip Roskom, and Danielle Cole.     

 

II. Visitors to be Heard:  None    

 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda:  Nobel added Planning/Parking to Other Business. 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes of November 30, 2021. Bennett motioned to approve the minutes as 

ammended; Monahan seconded. Nobel corrected the minutes to read that Spectrum 

coverage of Woodland Drive will be accomplished, but that it is not part of the agreement. 

She also asked that “Vice Nobel” be struck from the minutes, as it created a 

misunderstanding of the word “vice.” Walsh did not attend the meeting. Monahan noted 

that the name Ouellette needed correction to Vallette. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department: Corson presented reports for September, October and November. 

There were eight calls for service in September, four calls in October, and a light month 

in November.  Aerial operations training was provided by a group from Lewiston. 

Volunteers spent a day at the Trenton Elementary School for “Fire Prevention Day.” 

December has been busy with storm calls and others. Steve Heckman will be on a 

nation-wide podcast this evening of the Professional Volunteer Fire Department 

discussing his fire alarm presentation.  Corson announced that Amanda Corson will 

resign from the department in December; Corson will resign as Chief (but will remain on 

the force) effective January 1, 2022. The department met and voted on a 

recommendation for a replacement chief. Corson will present that name to the Select 

Board on December 28th.  

 

b. Broadband Committee:  The committee met on December 9th and discussed the 

newsletter, to be released early in January.  They discussed training times with Diane 

Pacheco. The members delved into questions for Spectrum, such as “Will the lines 

being installed by Spectrum meet ARPA criteria?,  and will meet with Malinda Kinney on 

December 15th. They learned that the ARPA requirements will be met by Spectrum.  

 

c. PFAS Funding: Monahan reported that there is a PFAS Free Trenton group that has 

learned from MMA that PFAS remediation is eligible for ARPA funds, however Walsh 

cautioned that MMA may not have understood that the interest is for private wells. 



Walsh is awaiting greater clarification. The group is looking into less expensive tests 

which may be available.  Monahan will seek additional guidance re: private wells. 

Ehrlenbach moved that the town seek an opinion from the law firm of Rudman 

Winchell, which has a staff member who handles ARPA matters. Farley seconded. 

Monahan posed the question as: Are ARPA funds allowed to be spent on testing private 

wells for PFAS, and remediating if necessary?   Kirsten Farley asked if testing for other 

harmful materials such as radon, arsenic, etc. be included thus broadening the 

question. The question will be presented as testing of private wells. Vote: 5 Yes.  

 

VI. New Business: 

a. Liquor License: Big Cats Catering. Bennett motioned to approve the renewal application 

for Big Cats Catering. Monahan seconded. Vote: 5 Yes.  

 

VII. Other Business: Planning Board. Whetstone reported that during the most recent meeting, 

the issue of Road Safety came up, specifically “parking.” Parking and Loading Standards are 

part of the Land Use Ordinance. The question of whether parking and loading within the 

right of way along Route 3 could be restricted was raised. Ehrlenbach explained that a 

parking ordinance could affect such restrictions for future needs. Who and how the 

ordinance would be enforced remains a question. MDOT would be permitted to place “No 

Parking” signs where necessary.     

 

In August 2020, Walsh applied for a grant for the town to be reimbursed for the cost of 

COVID-related precautions, i.e. plexi-glass, hand sanitizer, etc. The cost was nearly $3500. 

The grant was approved and the money has been received from the Maine Recovery Fund.  

 

VIII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Bennett motioned to approve the AP & Payroll 

Warrants, Farley seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by  Bennett and seconded by Monahan. Vote:   5 

Yes.   Meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm. 


