
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF January 21, 2014 MEETING 

 

I.  Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance:  Fred Ehrlenbach,   

Dick Vander Zanden, and Susan Starr.   Absent were Michael Hodgkins and Carlene Hanscom. Attendees 

were Michael Fillmore, Leslie Edwards, Ken Christian, Susan Christian, Patti Leland, Jessica Marks, Bruce 

Cameron, Mary Whetstone, John Whetstone, and Annemarie Swanson. 

 

II.   Visitors Comments:  No comments. 

 

III.   Approval of Minutes of January 7, 2014. Starr noted two errors in the attendance paragraph. 

The meeting was opened by Ehrlenbach, rather than Hodgkins, and Carol Walsh also attended. Starr 

moved to accept the minutes as amended and Vander Zanden seconded.   Vote:  3 Yes  

 

IV.    Administrative Summary Report:   None. 

 

V. New Business: 

 

 a. Audit Report.  James Wadman, Auditor for the Town of Trenton, presented the important 

facets of the 2012-2013 year.  The Opinion Letter indicates that the town is responsible for preparing its 

financial statements, although many municipal governments, as does Trenton, rely on the auditor to 

perform that task. The auditors stated that the financial and note disclosures, present fairly in all 

respects for the financial position for the fiscal year for the Town of Trenton. There were no disclosures 

or other negative findings.   The town’s combined governmental fund balance was $2,851,010, of this 

$1,159,566 is the general unassigned fund balance, or surplus. MMA says that a town should have a 

minimum of 12% surplus, while this figure represents approximately 35%.  Ehrlenbach stated that this 

$1.1 million represents four months of operating funds, which is a cushion for the town during the July-

October period, just before taxes are routinely paid.  Starr noted that $16,000 was identified in a fund 

balance for the Harbor Committee and it was determined that this was matching funds that the town 

voted to provide for a grant request. There was also a reserve account for a fire truck already set up 

with $3600. The letter, Communications with Those Charged with Governance, is required from the 

auditor, which discusses the audit process.  The Management Letter contains any findings as a result of 

the audit. This year it contains the finding that the Auditor drafts the financial statements rather than 

the town, which is considered a weakness on the part of the municipality; notwithstanding that this is a 

common occurrence.  Wadman acknowledged that the town plans to accomplish reconciliation of 

accounts on its own in the future.   

 

VI.     Old Business:   

 

 a. Floating Dock System—Scenic Turnout:   The new MDOT Program Manager is Nate Benoit. 

MDOT will hold a meeting tomorrow, Thursday, morning to determine the best way to counter FAA’s 



response to the MOU.  DEP application is ready to be sent out. It has been advertised as required. Two 

County Commissioners signed an authorization to represent the county in applying for this permit. The 

Small Harbor Committee will meet in the Town Office Thursday afternoon to bring all members up to 

date on the status of the pier. Neither the airport manager nor the commissioners responded with 

interest in attending.  There is no news regarding the SHIP grant. Ehrlenbach signed the DEP Permit 

application and a copy of this application was also signed by Ehrlenbach to be sent to the Maine Historic 

Preservation Commission. Vander Zanden moved to approve the DEP Permit and Starr seconded.  Vote:  

3 Yes. 

 

 b. Veterans’ Memorial Committee:  Ehrlenbach thanked the members of the committee for their 

volunteerism. There were no questions regarding what was expected of them. The group was permitted 

to assemble in a nearby room within the Fire Department to determine a chairperson and time for 

meeting together.  Later, Mr. Cameron returned to report that Patti Leland was chosen as chairperson, 

and that the first meeting would be Feb 19th, 2014. 

 

VI. New Business: 

 

 a. Purchase and Sale Agreement, Scott Property.  Mr. William Geel offered $2,200 for this 

parcel. This amount covers the taxes owed, commission expense and has a bit left over.  Vander Zanden 

moved to accept the Purchase and Sale Agreement, Starr seconded.  Vote:  3 Yes 

 

 b. 61 Ole Cranberry Lane – Notice of Violation.  Mr. Fillmore explained that they require a 

variance because his home (nearly completed) had been built within the setback between himself and 

his neighbor, Tina Cole. He admitted that he erred in conducting his own survey of the location of the 

house.  The house will be his parents’ home and the bank will not provide funds to complete the project 

without a variance.  Fillmore and his parents believe it would be impossible to move the building. They 

have continuously been in contact with Cole through several attempts to purchase enough property 

from her to correct the setback issue. She has repeatedly refused to sell her property. At one point they 

offered $5,000 for the strip they needed. Ehrlenbach explained that the board would need a document 

from Fillmore, requesting that we enter into a consent agreement. It should be prepared by Fillmore’s 

attorney, as the details contained within it need to be specific enough to be recorded.  The contents of 

the document would be the basis for the board and Fillmore to negotiate terms for the variance at the 

next meeting, February 4th. 

 

 c. Quitclaim Deed:  A quitclaim deed for Scott Snowman, after receiving full payment for his 

2011 property taxes had been prepared.  Vander Zanden moved to sign the deed; Starr seconded. Vote:  

3 Yes. 

 

 d. MRC Resolution:  Vander Zanden moved to sign the MRC resolution; Starr seconded. Vote:  3 

Yes. 

 



 e. Future Computer upgrade discussion:  Members of the board enjoyed a display of the new 

town website, commenting on the various menus and contents. Ehrlenbach suggested that Trenton 

businesses be offered an opportunity to display a photograph in a scroll across the head of the site. Starr 

offered to express this as a possibility to the Chamber of Commerce. The opportunity would be available 

to all town businesses; not only those members of the chamber.  

 

VII.     Approval of Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants:  Motion to approve made by Vander 

Zanden and seconded by Starr. Vote:  3 Yes. 

 

VIII.       Other Business:    None 

 

IX.       Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Vander Zanden and seconded by Starr. Meeting 

adjourned at 8:45 pm. 

 

 


