
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF February 3, 2015 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance:  Fred Ehrlenbach,   

Carlene Hanscom, Mark Remick, Susan Starr, and Carol Walsh.  Dick Vander Zanden was 

excused. Visitors:  Mike Hodgkins, Jim Wadman. 

 

II. Visitors Comments:  None. 

 

III.  Approval of Minutes of January 20, 2015. Remick motioned to approve; Hanscom 

seconded. Vote:  4 Yes.  

 

III. Administrative Summary Report:  

a. Starr asked if there was anything that could be done to improve the state of Route 230 

in winter. Ehrlenbach stated that short of putting salt on the roads at full strength, 

there was nothing. Hanscom answered that such a step would be too expensive and 

that people should understand that this is typical Maine driving conditions.  Ellsworth 

uses salt brine and pure salt to maintain their roads in better condition. Walsh believed 

the roads were slightly better this year than last. The extreme cold temperatures cause 

the sand to fall to the side of the roads, rendering it not as efficient.   

b. MDOT has offered a digital speed reading machine, however it requires that Trenton 

obtain it from the town currently using it. The board declined the offer. 

 

IV. Old Business: 

a. Hodgkins reported that the Board of the Frenchman’s Bay Shellfish Committee had had 

a meeting Thursday, and has brought their annual budget. The committee will be 

requiring $3,000 from the Town of Trenton again. The licensing fees will remain the 

same. He also reported about an upcoming effort by the State of Maine, Southwest of 

the seaplane ramp, will be doing a deparation dig in March. Spinney Company will dig 

1,000 bushels of clams from this area. This area will then be opened up to Frenchman’s 

Bay member diggers.  The clams will be purified and then sent to market. The board is 

working closely with Brian Beal, University of Maine. They are fine-tuning the rotation 

of the various flats. The enforcement is going well. Hodgkins believes this membership 

is an asset for the Town of Trenton. 

b. Auditor’s Report. Jim Wadman reported the findings of the independent auditor’s 

report for the 2013-2014 year. The town has an “unmodified opinion.” There are no 

exceptions, no unknowns, this year. Financial Position: Ending Combined Fund Balances 

for Trenton: $3,030,496, with $1,036,200 being general unassigned fund balance 

(surplus). Statement of Net Position: Total Assets $7,081,753 (over $3,500,000 are fixed 

assets, buildings, town roads, etc). Operating Expenses $3,891,561 (including 

depreciation on fixed assets). Liquid Assets: Just over $3,500,000. The Unassigned Fund 



Balance is 30% of the town’s expenses. Wadman continued with a detailed analysis of 

the town’s revenue and expense budgets and explained that the total of each budget 

ended the year with positive numbers that either rolled over into the next year’s 

specific account budget or rolled over into the next year’s unassigned fund balance. 

Other contributors to the unassigned fund balance were more unpaid property taxes 

and liens collected this year over the previous year, excise taxes collected were in 

excess of those budgeted, and state reimbursements such as Treegrowth, 

Homeowners, and Veterans exemptions. Wadman explained that in his Management 

Letter, which would communicate any “Findings,” overall Trenton was in good shape. 

The only finding was that the accountant prepared the financial statements, rather than 

the town. This is typical in the majority of towns, but still must be mentioned in the 

letter. The only recommendation that Wadman could offer was to reconcile the town’s 

checkbook in-house. He recommended that a member of the board review the bank 

statement when it comes in and then give it to the administrative staff for 

reconciliation.      

c. Draft Budget: Ehrlenbach provided an estimated revenue and expense account list to 

generate discussion of the 2015/16 budget.  The Budget Committee will meet the 

3rd and 17th of March, 2015. 

 

c. Quitclaim Deed: Quitclaim deed signed; taxes paid in full after January 20th. Remick 

motioned to sign, Starr seconded. Vote 4 Yes.  

 

  d. Floating Dock System:   A new draft MOU, prepared by the Airport Manager, was 

reviewed. The board also discussed questions that the County Commissioners asked earlier this day at 

their monthly meeting. They asked for a clause that allowed either party to quit the activity. They also 

asked for a clarification of ownership of the floating pier. This new draft deals only with the floating pier, 

and not the scenic turnout improvements. The scenic turnout may require a release of land, which 

complicates the approval process. Therefore, the projects were split for the purpose of an agreement 

with the county. The commissioners are also requiring assurance that FAA will approve the MOU.  They 

also asked if Trenton would indemnify Hancock County against any liability. The board recommended a 

six month notice for an out-clause. Clearly, Trenton owns the materials. Starr will notify the Airport 

Manager and MDOT of these answers. The Airport Manager will obtain the approval from FAA.  

 

  

VI. New Business: 

 

VII.     Approval of Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants:  Motion to approve made by Remick and 

seconded by Hanscom. Vote:  4 Yes. 

 

VIII.       Other Business:  Starr received an email from Sarah Vining regarding an early cemetery. In the 

email she has offered to donate the property to the town, and asking that it be recognized as the 

earliest cemetery by the town. Vining stated that a headstone in the cemetery identifies the individual 



buried there as a veteran of the War of 1812. Starr then querried the board about how the town should 

move forward with the construction of the Veteran’s Memorial. We still do not have a location 

identified. Starr suggested that this cemetery site could serve as a location for the memorial, however 

there is no clear access to the site. Hanscom thought this site would be too far off the main road. Remick 

suggested that the board dissolve the committee as it stands; Hanscom recommended forming a new 

committee.  Remick moved that the committee as it now stands be dissolved; Starr seconded. Remick 

recommended that the current members be polled to hear their ideas for a memorial. This topic will be 

on the next agenda to move the action forward. Vote: 4 Yes.     

 

IX.       Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Hanscom and seconded by Starr. Vote:  4 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm. 

 

 


