
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF February 17, 2015 

 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.  In attendance:   Dick Vander 

Zanden, Mark Remick, Susan Starr, Carlene Hanscom, and Carol Walsh.  Fred Ehrlenbach 

excused. Visitors: Steve Corson. 

 

II. Visitor Comments:  None. 

 

III. Approval of Minutes of January 6, 2015.  Remick motioned to accept the minutes; Hanscom 

seconded.  Vote:  4 Yes. 

 

IV. Administrative Summary Report:  Vander Zanden suggested that when the snow removal 

contract is put out, the town include payment for one set of scraper blades and one set of 

shoes, to insure better coverage of town roads.  This acknowledges the number of 

complaints that have been heard regarding the status of these roads, particularly Route 230. 

Walsh suggested that a board member inspect the equipment, possibly the Road 

Commissioner.  Discussion led to the names of representatives of other towns that might 

have suggestions. 

 

The request for a Pawn Shop license was discussed. The members of the board have no 

interest in issuing a town permit for a pawn shop. It is a precedent incurring oversight 

responsibility that is unnecessary to the individual’s operating a pawn shop. The owner has 

the option of obtaining a Supervised Lending License, issued by the State of Maine. This will 

be costlier and will require oversight by the state, but will permit the business activities that 

this business owner desires. A motion that the town will not issue a pawn shop permit, but 

will permit the business entity to pursue the State Supervised Lending License and thus 

conduct business was made by Hanscom and seconded by Remick. Vote: 4 Yes. 

 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 

a. Floating Dock System:   Starr indicated the additional items to the MOU, i.e . 

Trenton will OWN the dock system, and the indemnification of Hancock County, 

which Madeira indicated had been discussed with Ehrlenbach. The members of the 

board discussed this paragraph and felt it may be entirely unnecessary, as it is an 

agreement between two government entities, and that the language is too strong. 

Remick suggested that we contact either the town’s attorney or Maine Municipal 

Association to obtain guidance. A 6-month notification period was also added in a 

release clause. All members felt uncomfortable about the indemnification clause.  

Starr will obtain comments from MMA, and will notify Madeira of the hesitation 

regarding the indemnification paragraph. 

 



VI.  NEW BUSINESS: 

a. Trenton Volunteer Fire Department Report. Corson reported on department 

activities for December 2014 and January 2015. December being relatively 

quiet, but January was busier. 2014 finished with 88 calls for the  year, 

which is average for the past several years.  January alone had 11 calls, 

including an electrical fire (stove) at the Elementary School on January 29th, 

and several auto accidents. The department is revising its Standard 

Operating Guidelines.  The last revision was 2004. Several old Air Pack 

bottles will be purchased soon.   

b. Corson discussed plans for having the various ponds, which are the water 

sources for fighting fires, plowed in the future. Hanscom suggested that the 

town add this requirement to the Snow Plow contract. There are few 

members of the force that have their own plows. Walsh suggested that the 

town contract with one of the firefighters to do this plowing. Coastline 

Builders plows that pond; the town already has an agreement which 

includes two others. The two ponds left with no support are the one at 

Morris Yachts (Hancock County property), and the one at the Acadia Air 

Flights (glider rides). Starr suggested that the town approach the county 

commissioners to plow the one on county property at the next County 

Commissioners’ Meeting. Corson suggested that he first speak with Brad 

Madeira, to see if the Airport could be counted on to do snow removal at 

these site(s).  The snow removal contract will come up at the Budget 

Committee meeting on March 3rd.  

c.  The Firefighters Academy is doing well with Trenton’s two students still in 

attendance. The department is attempting to purchase a 17’ Zodiac from an 

entity in New York. The seller is willing to deliver it but will put it off until 

weather is more amenable to travel. Corson has already received 

concurrence with the purchase from the Harbor Master.  

d. Veterans Memorial:  Remick stated that the Whetstones are not interested 

in continuing with this project. Walsh will send a notice to all former 

committee members that the Board is seeking any plans/recommendations 

for a memorial from the individuals.  It was left at the last town meeting 

that proposals will be brought to the next town meeting. The Board of 

Selectmen has become an Ad Hoc committee by default. All ideas for a 

memorial are welcome. 

e. Quitclaim Deed:  Result of an automatic foreclosure, after which the taxes 

were paid. Remick motioned to approve signing the quitclaim deed; 

Hanscom seconded. Vote: 3 Yes, 1 Abstain. 

 

VII. APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND PAYROLL WARRANTS: Motion to approve made by 

Starr and seconded by Remick. Vote: 4 Yes. 

 



VIII. Other Business:  None. 

 

IX. Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Remick and seconded by Hanscom.  Vote 4 Yes.  

Meeting adjourned at 7: 50 pm. 

 

 

 


