
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF February 18, 2014 MEETING 

 

I.  Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance:  Fred Ehrlenbach,   

Michael Hodgkins, Carlene Hanscom, Dick Vander Zanden, Susan Starr, and Carol Walsh.   There were no 

visitors in attendance. 

 

II.   Visitors Comments:  N/A. 

 

III.   Approval of Minutes of February 4, 2014. Starr made a motion to approve the minutes and 

Hodgkins seconded.   Vote:  4 Yes, 1 Abstain, Hanscom.  

 

IV.    Administrative Summary Report:   Discussion regarding the potential funds necessary paving 

for Goose Cove Road and the extension of Oak Point Road occurred.  There is one culvert particularly, on 

Goose Cove Road that will need work, and possibly some ditching.  In excess of $200,000 will be needed 

and until the budget committee meeting firm planning and actual scheduling of the work cannot be 

anticipated. 

 

V.    Old Business: 

 

 a. Floating Dock System: Starr reported that she had had a conversation with Jessica Damon, 

DEP and explained that an amendment would need to be submitted at some time with changes required 

by FAA. Damon could hold the application for a permit for up to four weeks, max. If the new plans came 

in, she could add them to the packet and continue with the application process. If we withdrew the 

application, some of the fees might come back to the town.  A conversation with Dan Stewart and Nate 

Benoit, indicates that the redesign of the pier may not happen as quickly as first thought. MDOT is now 

planning to find a company to do the design, which will take time. Benoit and Stewart suggested that 

the town come up with a conceptual design, which could satisfy MDOT. Starr recommended that Brad 

Madeira be questioned as to the FAA specifications, so that the committee members, particularly Bill 

Stockman, could do a conceptual design.  Ehrlenbach asked if FIG 4-6 could be obtained from the FAA 

site to offer expanded detail.    Hodgkins wondered if the pier will essentially become primarily an 

accessory to the airport, and of lesser value to the town. He further wondered if the town will be able 

retain equitable control of the site.  Starr explained that Benoit indicated in an email that the town and 

MDOT will be preparing the MOU. The idea that the airport is now on board with a desire for the pier is 

an indication of “parallel gains” and could be a positive.  A big question mark will be the costs for a 

redesigned pier, based on the needs of FAA.  The Small Harbor Committee had estimated the cost of the 

finished pier at $98,000, with at least half of that coming from grants. If the airport needs seaplane-

specific tweaks to the plan, perhaps the airport/county could provide those funds.  

 

 b. Ole Cranberry Lane: The penalty has been paid in full and the consent agreement has been 

signed. 



 

VI. New Business: 

 

 a. Budget:  The following consists of preliminary discussion regarding the upcoming Budget 

Committee Meeting, March 18th.  One new agency request has been received from the WIC program, 

which formerly was Downeast Health Services.  One question regarded the various family and child-

oriented programs that may already be state funded. Why is the town funding such an agency if it is 

already deriving its funds from the State of Maine?  Starr suggested that the Road Commissioner salary 

be increased by $200, to bring it up to match other similar positions. The office assistant’s position is 

being increased to become a full-time position.  The board agreed to review the requirements of the 

Code Enforcement Officer’s position. As the responsibilities for the town are increasing with the 

economy, it may be fortuitous to review the pay schedule, list of duties, and time requirement to 

determine if the position should be renegotiated. This will be a future agenda item.  A decrease in 

expenses for office supplies and in fuel for the municipal building is expected over the next year.   The 

annual contract for TRIO, to include back-up of the data off-site, will increase approximately $700.  At 

the request of the Fire Chief, fire prevention will be increased and add travel reimbursement will be 

added for training purposes.  The Chief anticipated that in 2016, the oldest fire truck (1996 tanker) 

should be replaced. The board considered placing $30,000 into the capital reserve account this year 

toward that future purchase.  Approximately $59,000 is anticipated to go into the Roads capital reserve 

account.  Hanscom suggested that the Fire Department needs a vehicle for traveling on winter trails. If 

the Fire Department requests such a vehicle, it could be considered.  Ehrlenbach recommended going to 

bid now for sand, so that a budget amount could be determined. Veterans’ Graves account has been 

dropped nearly in half for this year. Solid Waste account has been boosted to $210,000. $500,000 will be 

used from the Education Account surplus funds for the school budget. Excise Revenue is expected to be 

up, if the current trend continues. $217,000 is expected to come from the Town’s Surplus account. 

$15,000 in revenue should be realized from recycling of solid waste. A Member at Large for the Budget 

Committee Meeting was suggested to be Peter and/or Betsy Lazas. The Fire Chief, Road Commissioner, 

Harbor Master, Planning Board, Parks and Recreation Committee, and School Committee will be notified 

of the meeting date of March 18th, and will be asked to provide a representative.  

 

 b. Special Permit for Catering Purposes Application; Submitted by the Ellsworth Chamber of 

Commerce for Business After Hours at the Airport. Motion to approve made by Hodgkins, seconded by 

Vander Zanden. Vote:  5 Yes. 

 

VII.     Approval of Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants:  Motion to approve made by Hanscom 

and seconded by Hodgkins. Vote:  5 Yes. 

 

VIII.       Other Business:    None 

 

IX.       Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Hanscom and seconded by Starr. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm. 

 


