
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF March 18, 2014 MEETING 

 

I.  Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance:  Fred Ehrlenbach,    

Carlene Hanscom, Dick Vander Zanden, Susan Starr.   Michael Hodgkins and Carol Walsh were absent.  

Visitors: Peter Lazas, Betsy Meister, Steve Corson, Doug Monson, Kathy Seavey.  

 

II.   Visitors Comments:  None. 

 

III.   Approval of Minutes of February 4, 2014. Vander Zanden made a motion to approve the 

minutes and Hanscom seconded.   Vote:  4 Yes.  

 

IV.    Administrative Summary Report:   . 

 

V.    Old Business: 

 

 a. Floating Dock System: Starr reported that an agreement had been received from MDOT which 

required the Board members’ signatures, agreeing to make up to $20,000 in funds available ($10,000 as 

matching funds and $10,000 would be refunded by MDOT). This 50% match is in accordance with the 

Small Harbor Improvement Grant, which was awarded to Trenton for the floating pier. This particular 

agreement pertains to redesign of the floats and anchoring system, in an effort to meet FAA and BHB 

requirements for seaplane use.  The Harbor Committee Funds in the account to date are $69,415, 

available for possible use on the pier.  Starr motion that the agreement be signed; Hanscom seconded. 

Vote: 4 Yes 

 

 b. Gateway Center/MDI Regional Chamber: Lazas expressed the appreciation of the MDI 

Regional Chamber of Commerce to Ehrlenbach for attending the recent meeting between MDI Regional 

Chamber, MDOT, and Acadia National Park, during which the attendees were reminded that before 

another phase could be constructed, a building permit would need to be obtained from the Planning 

Board. (The purpose of this meeting was continuing mediation between Bar Harbor Chamber of 

Commerce, which expressed to Senator Collins that it was not receiving fair opportunity in the future 

phase of the Acadia Gateway Center.) This was also a reminder that the Town of Trenton would expect 

all parties to uphold all agreements made between the parties since the inception of the Acadia 

Gateway Center. Lazas further reported that the attendees are preparing a business plan. Ehrlenbach 

met with Sheridan Steele, who also expressed his support for the three organizations to honor the 

Contract Zoning agreement. The National Park has finally updated the MOU with MDI Regional 

Chamber, which is seen as a positive move.   

 

VI. New Business: 

 



 a. Annual Report Cover Photos:  A vote of the attendees and board members nominated the 

photo of the Trenton beach/shore scene. Hanscom motioned and Starr seconded. Vote:  4 Yes. . 

 

VII.     Approval of Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants:  Motion to approve made by Starr and 

seconded by Vander Zanden. Vote:  4 Yes. 

 

VIII.       Other Business:    Regarding the Veterans’ Memorial Committee. Patti Leland reported that 

the School Committee was not supportive of the memorial site being adjacent to the school. The school 

committee thought it might cause problems, i.e. vandalism, care costs.  

 

Vander Zanden presented a question from Julie Hall regarding the placement of “No Littering” signs. 

Ehrlenbach explained that MDOT had been querried in the past, but would not allow such signs.  

 

Corson submitted a Fire Department Report. TVFD has provided assistance to Sullivan in fighting fires 

twice so far this year. There was also a rescue mission deep in the woods in which our volunteers 

assisted. There was a controlled house burn attended in Ellsworth, a relay-pumping class was held with 

Ellsworth, Surry and Lamoine, three individuals went to cold-water rescue training in Franklin. First aid 

and CPR training was accomplished for March. An electrician was asked to look at the generator, but has 

not yet arrived.  Corson has requested the snow guards for the roof.  

 

Byway Committee has estimated the cost of the sign to be placed at the Ellsworth/Trenton line. The 

sign, placement of new poles (longer), mounting will be $1800-$2400. The town would be expected to 

provide 20%, or $480 max. Winkumpaugh Line Co may place the new poles as a donation of in “in-kind” 

funding. 

 

IX.       Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Vander Zanden seconded by Hanscom. Vote: 4 

Yes. Meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm. 

 

 


