
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF April 1, 2014 MEETING 

 

I.  Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance:  Fred Ehrlenbach,    

Carlene Hanscom, Michael Hodgkins, Dick Vander Zanden, Susan Starr, Carol Walsh.   Visitors: Peter 

Lazas, Betsy Meister, Steve Corson, Bruce Cameron, George Hopkins.  

 

II.   Visitors Comments:  None. 

 

III.   Approval of Minutes of February 4, 2014. Hanscom made a motion to approve the minutes and 

Starr seconded.   Vote:  5 Yes.  

 

IV.    Administrative Summary Report:  None. 

 

V.    Old Business: 

 

 a. Floating Dock System: Starr provided a corrected agreement with MDOT regarding new 

design for the pier system.  The one signed previously was for a project that would be administered by 

the Municipality; while, the correct one is for a project that will be administered by MDOT. The new 

agreement continues to commit the town for a 50% match, up to $10,000 toward the new plans. The 

prior agreement has been destroyed. When the new design comes to the town, the town will have five 

days in which to comment.  The funds will not be due until January 2015. In an email exchange between 

MDOT and the Airport Manager, it was revealed that the airport manager requested that “airspace 

study… and an airport layout amendment… standard items that pertain to airports” be included in the 

Scope of Work. He had been concerned with the source of funding for these additional steps. An 

amended Scope of Work should be received by Trenton. A motion to sign the new agreement to obtain 

a new design for the pier, at a total of $10,000 commitment by Trenton was made by Starr, seconded by 

Vander Zanden. Vote: 5 Yes 

 

 b. Frenchman’s Bay Shellfish Report. Hodgkins met with the joint board of the Shellfish group on 

March 18th. He provided a copy of the organization’s budget. The pollution along the Trenton Bridge to 

the seaplane ramp is still an issue.  Ali Rohrer, a biologist with DMR, has explained that this pollution has 

spread to the coast north of the ramp. Currently there are approximately 2,000 marketable bushels of 

clams in this area. There is a possibility that two properties nearby have failing septic systems and may 

be contributing to this pollution.  It appears that the grant which one property owner had applied for, to 

help replace a failing septic system, will not be received due to lack of state funding.   Hodgkins 

volunteered to speak with the plumbing inspector, asking him to check the septic plan and the property 

to insure that it is capturing all the sewage. The only alternative to making required corrections, if the 

property owners are not able or willing to do so, will be to lien the propert(ies) for the cost of the 

repairs. 

 



 

VI. New Business: 

 

 a. Liquor License Renewal Bar Harbor Golf Club. Hanscom motioned that the license be granted; 

Hodgkins seconded.  Vote 5 Yes 

 

 b. Salt/Sand Bids:   

 John Goodman, Jr. proposed $7.45 per cubic yard of sand, 2500 yards, $18,625.  

 Harold MacQuinn, Inc. proposed $7.18 per cubic yard of sand, 2500 yards, $17,954. 

 

 Vander Zanden motioned to accept MacQuinn’s bid, Starr seconded. Vote 5 yes. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding the increase of the budget for Salt/Sand by $1,000. 

 

 c. Veterans’ Committee. Bruce Cameron spoke about the parcel of land that had been identified 

by the committee for the memorial. The town had voted at last year’s town meeting to “authorize the 

use of a portion of town property on School Road for the purposes of a Veteran’s Memorial.” The 

committee is asking for one acre from this parcel, on Bar Harbor Road. The committee had a contractor 

review the site, who offered an estimate on land work to prepare the site. Cameron presented several 

views of the committee’s proposed design.  The ground work estimate is $30,000. The committee plans 

to raise some funds, possibly by offering engraved, personal stones to bear the names of veterans. The 

location would be close enough that students could participate in its care and events, yet not be 

disruptive to the normal school day. The committee is requesting $50,000 from the town to move 

forward with its plans. Hopkins asked from the audience if the work would be put out to bid, and it was 

established that would be done. Vander Zanden compared the cost of nearby town memorials that were 

built for approximately $20,000; Cameron stated that those sites did not have to be cleared and 

prepared to the same degree. He also acknowledged that the proposed design is more impressive. Starr, 

wanting to move the project forward, motioned to include a warrant article to see what sum of money 

the voters will raise and appropriate for the Veterans’ Committee.  Hanscom seconded. The Veterans’ 

Committee recommends $50,000.  In looking at last year’s town report, the voters voted to “authorize 

the Board of Selectmen to establish a committee to construct a Veteran’s Memorial.”  Hanscom asked if 

the committee was willing to hold fund raisers, to which Cameron answered affirmatively. Vote 5 Yes 

 

 d. Warrant Review.  The board agreed that the Sand/Salt budget should be increased to 

$36,000. The wage for the assessors required correction to $11.00 per hours. The Harbor Committee is 

proposing a change to the ordinance but there was no warrant article for that in the report.  The 

committee has provided a warrant article, which will be included. The Public Hearing is scheduled for 

April 29th, for this ordinance change.  The Veteran’s Graves Account will be reduced to $1080, reflecting 

no additional funds from the town, this amount being received from State reimbursement for Veteran’s 

Graves.  The Veterans’ Memorial warrant article will also be added, and the funds will be recommended 

from Surplus.  

 



 e. Municipal Officers’ Report.  Accepted.  Distribution of Town Reports will be as last year, pick-

up at the Town Office, Moose Crossing and Trenton Marketplace. The warrant and Town Report will also 

be on the new town website this year. The quote for printing a 6” x 9” booklet, from Roberts, a little 

over $1700; from Downeast Graphics is $2300+. Discussion ensued regarding whether a larger (in 

measured size) book should be printed. The cost was determined to be higher for this book last year. 

Informal vote on the board and throughout the public attendees regarding the 6” x 9” vs the larger 

book, ended with the majority choosing the 6” x 9.”  

 

 f. Sign Application: The Narrows Too has proposed a new sign, to be placed alongside the Route 

203 extension.  It should actually be measured from the center line of the 4-lanes on Route 3, 66 feet, 

and outside the state right-of-way.  

 

 g. Fire Department Report:  Corson reported that new Air Packs will be shipped to Trenton on 

April 15th. The generator (received as surplus) has been found to need extensive repair.  The fire 

department declines to invest further in this piece of equipment. The new stove has arrived and Corson 

will arrange for its connection. Having had difficulty with the current dispatch service, Corson is 

wondering if using the RCC is a better option.  The difference is $1500/Ellsworth; $2400/RCC. The issues 

with Ellsworth are that on three different occasions since January, Corson has had missed 

communications. Ehrlenbach opined that the difficulty may actually be with the tower that relays the 

communication.  The County Commissioners have directed that some repairs on the tower be 

accomplished.  Vander Zanden believed that the question of changing providers and an increase in the 

cost would have to be presented to the town in a Special Town Meeting. Corson volunteered to check 

with the Town of Lamoine, to see if they have had success by switching towers. Corson, in a previous 

meeting, had underestimated the cost of a new fire truck; the actual estimate will be $240,000 for a 

new tanker, when the new truck is actually needed. 

 

VII.     Approval of Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants:  Motion to approve made by Vander 

Zanden and seconded by Starr. Vote:  5 Yes. 

 

VIII.       Other Business:    Vander Zanden proposed that he sign the agreement with Planet Earth, for 

the collection box for clothing and shoes.  Starr asked about providing trash bags for Earth Day clean-up.  

Vander Zanden priced white bags at $56/1,000, with a logo about Trenton. He suggested that the Solid 

Waste budget could provide the bags. A sticker, to be placed on the bags that MDOT provides, is an 

alternative.  Vander Zanden will pursue this purchase.  

 

IX.       Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Vander Zanden seconded by Starr. Vote:  5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm. 

 

 


