
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF April 14, 2015 

 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.  In attendance:   Fred 

Ehrlenbach, Dick Vander Zanden, Mark Remick, Carlene Hanscom, Susan Starr and Carol 

Walsh.  Visitors:  Steve Corson, Gary Clark, Bruce Cameron, and Allen Sawyer, Martha 

Higgins. 

 

II. Visitor Comments:  None. 

 

III. Approval of Minutes of March 31, 2015.  Remick motioned to accept the minutes; Hanscom 

seconded.  Vote:  5 Yes. 

 

IV. Administrative Summary Report:  Starr asked if MDOT would be sending periodic updates on 

the Route 204 intersection work. Walsh will be attending the first meeting as preparations 

get underway to begin the construction on May 1st.  There was discussion on how the many 

volunteers could be recognized for their service. Possibly an annual get-together, or a 

Christmas party could be instituted.  

 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 

a. Floating Dock System:  An answer was received from Matt Worthen, of Eaton 

Peabody, regarding the indemnification clause.  He advised that it should be a 

mutual indemnification, not just one-sided, as this appears to be.  If the town is 

giving an indemnification, it should get one as well.  His interpretation is that the 

scope of the clause is not limited to the floating pier. The mutual indemnification 

should not be tied to property, i.e. floating pier vs. all else.  It should concern acts of 

negligence or intentional acts that cause harm, without regard to where on the 

ramp and the pier they occur. This may be why the suggested rewrite, which was 

based on where on the property injury occurred, was not accepted by the county. If 

it is based on town vs. county personnel who cause injury, it may be more logical 

and acceptable. A draft may be “The Town of Trenton indemnifies Hancock County 

against acts of negligence or unintentional acts by its representatives that cause 

injury at this site. Hancock County indemnifies the Town of Trenton against acts of 

negligence or unintentional acts by its representatives that cause injury at this site.” 

The Workers Compensation statement at the end of the paragraph was common in 

most documents concerned with construction, and did not cause him any concern.  

He suggested more detail overall in the document, which could eliminate problems 

in the future.   Ehrlenbach recommends that we wait until FAA’s response is 

received, and then bring this indemnification issue to the County Commissioners. 

 

VI.  NEW BUSINESS: 



a. Veterans Memorial Committee:  Cameron approached the Board to propose that a 

new Veterans Committee be appointed to bring this project to completion. Bruce 

Cameron, Alan Sawyer, Gary Clark, Steve Soper and George Hopkins, and possibly 

some others, all want to participate. Cameron expects to provide a basic plan at the 

next Selectmens’ meeting.  Walsh will prepare appointment forms for the next 

meeting.  Vander Zanden motioned to accept the appointment of these committee 

members; Remick seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

b. Sand Bids:    K. J. Dugas: 2500 yards mixed with salt, $26,000 or $10.40/cu yd. 

  Harold MacQuinn:  $7.15 per cu yd. 

  John W. Goodwin Jr.: $7.05 per cu yd. 

  R. F. Jordan: $7.09 per cu yd. 

Vander Zanden motioned to accept the bid from John W. Goodwin, Starr seconded. 

Vote:  4 Yes, 1 Abstain. 

c. Request for Abatement:  Keith Property. The property was identified for 2012, 2013, 

and 2014 as having more acreage than actually exists. The error was not found until 

2014. It occurred when Keith’s 5.91 acre parcel was split and a portion was sold.  

The sold 2.33 acres was not deducted properly from the original parcel. Keith noted 

the discrepancy late in 2014 and the Board of Assessors granted the abatement for 

2014. Keith has now requested an abatement for 2012 and 2013, which must be 

brought to the Board of Selectmen. Ehrlenbach noted a discrepancy in the amount 

of shore front footage between what is on an earlier Keith survey (more) and what 

is stated in the land assessment.  The Assessors will recalculate the correct 

assessment amounts based on the survey, which provides more accuracy than the 

tax maps, and return next meeting with the accurate assessment amounts. This item 

was tabled until the next Board of Selectmen meeting.  

d. Boston Post Cane. No one can be located who recalls the last Trenton citizen to have 

had the Boston Post Cane. It was suggested that we contract to have a replica made 

so that the town can continue with the tradition of passing the cane to the 

Trenton’s eldest citizen. Martha Higgins volunteered to email a descendent of one 

early citizen who may have had the cane to try to determine its location. Vander 

Zanden knows of one resident of Sonogee who has such a cane in his possession. 

Walsh will try to obtain a photograph of the cane from the one in Southwest 

Harbor.   

e. Trenton Volunteer Fire Department Report: Corson provided the report: February 

2015 calls were greater in number than February 2014. One day included three 

motor vehicle accidents all in the same day, two of which were on Thompson Island 

and one required extrication from the vehicle.  There were 7 calls in March, 

including two smoke investigations, a propane investigation. March 2015 is up over 

March 2014. Two members of the force are attending the Academy in Ellsworth. 

Graduation will be May 30th at the Ellsworth High School. A grant of $597 was 

received from the State of Maine Department of Forestry, which will provide chaps, 

high visibility vests, eye protection, etc. for use with chain saws. 



   

VII. APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND PAYROLL WARRANTS: Motion to approve made by 

Vander Zanden and seconded by Remick. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VIII. Other Business:  None. 

 

IX. Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Remick and seconded by Vander Zanden.  Vote 5 

Yes.  Meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm. 

 

 

 


