
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF May 12, 2015 

 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.  In attendance:    Dick Vander 

Zanden, Mark Remick, Carlene Hanscom, Susan Starr and Carol Walsh.  Fred Ehrlenbach 

excused; arrived later.  Visitors:  Mary Whetstone, John Whetstone, Bonnie Damon, Allen 

Sawyer, Susan Sargent, Judy Caminity, Tony Smith (MRC), Bruce Cameron. 

 

II. Visitor Comments:  None. 

 

III. Approval of Minutes of April 28, 2015.  Remick motioned to accept the minutes; Starr 

seconded.  Vote: 4 Yes. 

 

IV. Administrative Summary Report:  The American Legion has provided Trenton with flags for 

our Veterans graves.  Bobby Leland has picked them up and will be placing them at the 

gravesites. 

 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 

a. Floating Dock System: No news to report. Still awaiting a response from FAA. The 

Board suggested that if no response is received by July 1, the committees would be 

reconvened to map out alternatives for the floating pier and for the traffic 

enhancement scenic turnout. The motion was made by Remick and seconded by 

Hanscom. Vote: 4 Yes. 

b.  Veterans Memorial Committee:  Cameron presented a graphic design of a proposed 

Veterans Memorial. The committee has investigated a variety of granite and found 

that Vermont granite (gray) is better. If black granite is used it will come from India 

or China. During the upcoming Town Meeting, because the warrant has no 

reference to the Veterans Memorial, there will be no discussion of the project. 

There will be a public hearing at a future date to enable voters to learn about, and 

question the details of any proposed memorial. It was thought that a display table 

outside of the meeting room with an array of information about the committee’s 

activities would be appropriate on May 19th. Cameron has prepared forms that the 

general public can use to purchase pavers finished with the names of veterans that 

they want to memorialize at the site. This will raise funds to support the 

construction and maintenance.  

c. Keith Property Abatement: The Board of Assessors has supplemented Keith for the 

excess paid to him in the 2014 abatement. The members of the Board signed the 

abatement documents for 2012 and 2013. Prior to signing, reference was made to a 

motion, second, and vote made at the April 28th meeting, that if the Board of 

Assessors supplemented Keith’s 2014 taxes, the abatements would be granted. 

  



VI.  NEW BUSINESS: 

a. Municipal Review Committee Update:  Tony Smith addressed the Board regarding 

future plans for solid waste. There are 187 towns represented in the MRC. The 

accumulative tonnage is about 180,000 tons per year. About two years ago, the 

MRC recognized that the PERC plant had a limited lifespan. All 187 towns have 

contracts with PERC, at an advantageous tipping fee. EMERA Maine pays a premium 

for the electricity produced by the PERC facility. This agreement end in March 2018.  

Through MRC research, it was decided that continuing with PERC will not be feasible 

beyond March 2018. The MRC membership owns about 25% of the PERC facility. 

PERC needs about 225,000 tons to stay in existence, so PERC imports out-of-state 

waste.  Landfill space is at a premium in Maine. PERC buries much of the tonnage. 

MRC is trying to get away from using landfills. Fiberite is a company which has 

answered the MRC request for interest as an entity interested in building a new 

facility at a site in Hamden; Greater Bangor being the largest generator of solid 

waste. There is primarily positive political support for this project in Hamden.  The 

MRC has an option to purchase property at the chosen site. The road into the site 

would be built by MRC; it would own the parcel and would lease the site to Fiberite. 

Fiberite would build and operate the facility. It provides jobs and revenue in the 

industrial zone of Hamden.  A 144,000 square foot building is anticipated.  The 

recyclables will be pulled out of the solid waste and will be sold, some funding of 

which will come back to the towns.  The solid waste will be used on site to provide 

the electricity and heat for the facility. If PERC remains in business, the estimated 

tipping fee in the future will be $110 per ton. MRC’s anticipated tipping fee will 

begin at $70 per ton and eventually be reduced to about $57 per ton. There is no 

plan to bring in out-of-state waste. Down the road, Trenton will be asked to commit 

to the MRC with a contract, thereafter the MRC will commit to Fiberite with a 

contract. When asked about the anticipated cost to Trenton, Smith answered that 

there is no additional expense other than the tipping fee. The hauling fee will 

remain the same in the future as it is now. Smith was also asked if additional 

landfills will be developed by Fiberite, he answered in the negative. Only those 

landfills already in existence will be used--sparingly.  This new facility is targeted to 

be functioning by March 2018. 

b. Municipal Solid Waste/Airport: Fred Ehrlenbach arrived and participated in this 

discussion.   The Board discussed the continuing payment by the town of the tipping 

fee for picking up solid waste at the airport public buildings. This subject had been 

addressed to the County Administrator, who chose not to respond. A motion was 

made by Vander Zanden and seconded by Remick to direct Gott Disposal to bill the 

County directly for all solid waste picked up from public buildings at the airport. 

Vote: 5 Yes. 

   

VII. APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND PAYROLL WARRANTS: Motion to approve made by 

Remick and seconded by Hanscom. Vote: 5 Yes. 



 

VIII. Other Business:  It has come to light that Trenton has never had a Boston Post Cane. It may 

be beneficial to incorporate this into the town history beginning currently. 

 

IX. Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Vander Zanden and seconded by Remick.  Vote 5 

Yes.  Meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm. 

 

 

 


