
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF May 13, 2014 MEETING 

 

I.  Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance:  Carlene Hanscom, 

Michael Hodgkins, Dick Vander Zanden, Susan Starr, and Carol Walsh.   Fred Ehrlenbach was unable to 

attend. Visitors: Mark Remick and Charles Stanley.  

 

II.   Visitors Comments:  None. 

 

III.   Approval of Minutes of April 29, 2014. Hanscom made a motion to approve the minutes and 

Starr seconded.   Vote:  4 Yes.  

 

IV.    Administrative Summary Report:  A water test for the town office was conducted. Although 

within normal limits with the exception of manganese and iron, an estimate of $3500 was received to 

eradicate these problems. A chlorinator may be helpful to eliminate some of the iron in the water.  

There is some arsenic in the water, but within normal (not harmful) levels. Bottled water was suggested, 

or a water cooler.  This will become an agenda item for the next meeting.  The Workers’ Comp issue for 

a town contract employee was reversed and the town has an opportunity to resubmit this paperwork 

and save $700. 

 

V.    Old Business: 

 

 a. Floating Dock System:  No new details. 

 

 b. Frenchman’s Bay: Hodgkins spoke to one property owner on Route 3, who was very 

cooperative and forthcoming, to insure that there is no leakage from that plumbing system reaching 

Frenchman’s Baywith. Hodgkins is confident that there are no issues there. The particular business tests 

their water weekly, the oldest building on the property has a new septic system, and the one pipe which 

had been in question is part of a shellfish operation and comes from a building which has no septic 

system at all. The property overall has a large new septic system.  

 

 c. CEO Parameters:  This is a continuation of an earlier agenda item. Office hours at the Town 

Office have been suggested, as well as attendance at quarterly Selectmens’ meetings. Periodic status 

reports and improved communication and accountability regarding recent activity, have also been 

suggested. Reinspections of construction projects could also be added to the requirements.  Certificates 

of Occupancy are also needed for record-keeping.  Walsh suggested that the parameters be put in a 

Memorandum of Understanding for the appointee.  It was suggested that this continue as a later agenda 

item, with perhaps some changes being instituted after Town Meeting. A discussion will be held with the 

current CEO before changes in policies are instituted. 

 

 



VI. New Business: 

 

 a. MDOT Proposed Traffic Light, Routes 3 and 204: The town was notified that this traffic signal 

would be the responsibility of the town for power and maintenance. The power cost would be 

approximately $37 per month. Remick, from the audience, recalled that this signal was a topic of 

conversation with MDOT many years ago when the Acadia Gateway Center was being proposed and 

methods to alleviate traffic problems along the Route 3 corridor were discussed. Starr believed that this 

location for a light may increase safety and commercial business activity along Route 3. Perhaps the 

Town of Lamoine might share the cost, since many Lamoine residents and businesses will benefit.  

Hanscom believed that traffic will avoid Route 3 in favor of Goose Cove Road, with this additional light.  

Starr believed it may be worthwhile to question the businesses to see if they are in favor of or against 

the light. MDOT is ready to hold a Public Hearing on June 3rd to gain the public’s view. A traffic study at 

this corner was accomplished in 2010 to determine if it was necessity. Vander Zanden motioned that a 

letter be written to MDOT expressing the following points, encouraging the public hearing , but with the 

following: 

 

  1.  Correct the record that the Board of Selectmen did not make a formal request for 

this light. 

  2.  The project should enhance through traffic both North and South, including the 

addition of the turn lanes as drawn by MDOT. 

 

  3.  Trenton would encourage MDOT to approach the Town of Lamoine, which may feel 

that it would greatly benefit their residents and businesses, mainly quarry trucks, more than the 

residents of Trenton. 

 

  4.  Repaving of Route 3 is due now, with or without a traffic light.  Funding is in the 

budget and hard-fought funds from Gov. LePage have been placed in the budget, a public hearing is 

required to use the funds. 

 

  5. Traffic calming advice and assistance for residential roads in Trenton is requested, 

which would discourage commuters from bypassing Route 3. 

Vote: 4 Yes 

 

 b. Letter to Assessing Agent: A Letter of Appreciation to the Assessing Agent, a contract 

employee, for his many years of service was prepared by the Board of Assessors, to be endorsed by the 

Board of Selectmen.  After discussion, it was determined that the Select Board would probably not need 

to sign off on the letter.  This item was tabled until a later meeting.  

 

 c. Board of Appeals:  Walsh suggested that this wait until the next meeting. There is a question 

regarding whether abutters were correctly notified by the Appeals Board regarding the division of the 

Starr property.  Was the meeting legal or not? There is some question. 

 



VII.     Approval of Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants:  Motion to approve made by Starr and 

seconded by Hanscom. Vote:  4 Yes. 

 

VIII.       Other Business:    A response was prepared for the Hancock County Commissioners regarding 

the status of Trenton’s use of the Community Benefit Funds, which were granted to Trenton in 2013. A 

draft Trenton Volunteer Information form was reviewed and a few minor changes were recommended.     

 

IX.       Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Hanscom and seconded by Vander Zanden . Vote:  

4 Yes. Meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm. 

 

 


