
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF May 26, 2015 

 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.  In attendance:    Fred 

Ehrlenbach, Dick Vander Zanden, Mark Remick, Carlene Hanscom, Susan Starr and Carol 

Walsh.  Visitors:  Mary Whetstone, Allen Sawyer, Maureen Leeman, Judy Cominity, Steve 

Corson, and Bruce Cameron. 

 

II. Visitor Comments:  Leeman asked if the town can dig the ditch out on the Gray Road side of 

her property.  The water flows onto her property, making it overly wet. It was agreed that 

the problem should be referred to Doug Monson, the Road Commissioner. Walsh will notify 

him. 

 

III. Approval of Minutes of May 12, 2015.  Remick motioned to accept the minutes; Vander 

Zanden seconded.  Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

IV. Administrative Summary Report:  Vander Zanden volunteered to attend the MRC Solid 

Waste meetings at the Somesville Fire Station, Tuesday or Wednesday morning once a 

month, in Peter Rees’ place.  Starr asked, on the account for the Veteran’s Memorial, into 

which residents can donate funds for pavers to be used at the memorial, if the town should 

vote for an alternate plan, for example not to use pavers, if those funds would be returned 

to the donors. Walsh has spoken with Whetstone, who plans a spreadsheet to identify the 

source of all donations.  

 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 

a. Floating Dock System:  The Airport Manager received a response from Bryon Rakoff, 

Acting Manager, FAA, Burlington, MA.  It was an unhelpful, negative response, 

focusing on the collection of funds and the financial support that would come from 

the Town of Trenton. It limited the period of use with FAA’s blessing to five years.  

Dan Stewart, MDOT, commented telephonically about the FAA response, indicating 

that he did not believe the FAA objections were insurmountable. He favored the 

Airport Sponsor (Hancock County Commissioners) meeting with FAA to iron out the 

issues. The board discussed involving both Senators Collins and King as advocates 

with FAA.  It was decided that a letter would be sent to both Legislators. 

b.  Veterans Memorial Committee:  Cameron proposed June 23rd for the Special Town 

Meeting for approval of the site for the Veterans Memorial.  Budget figures will be 

needed from the committee by June 8th for the Board of Selectmen meeting.  

c. MSW Airport: The Airport Manager had proposed computing a fee that would be 

paid to Trenton to cover the tipping fee for the airport. He promised to have the 

documentation and calculation to the Town Office prior to the meeting on May 26t, 

however it had not been received.   



d. Fire Department: Corson proposed hanging a banner on the front of the fire house, 

which would help recruit new members. Corson realizes it is difficult to gain 

volunteers because the requirements for training, certification, etc, is very time 

consuming. The requirements have to be repeated every year.  The volunteer force 

is losing one officer to an out-of-state move, another member decided the time 

commitment is too much, and one officer has chosen to do other volunteer jobs 

within the force. There are two members attending the academy currently.  The 

average number of calls per month has risen, nearly doubling, in 10 to 15 years, 

while the force is becoming smaller.  Corson asked that, when the parking lot lines 

are painted, if the Fire Department could have a guiding line down the center of the 

lane, to assist in backing the trucks into the bays.  The department has purchased a 

17’ long Zodiac boat. He is asking Walsh for assistance with insurance issues.  

  

VI.  NEW BUSINESS: 

a. Liquor License Renewal:  Hancock Memorial Post 207, for a bottle club license. 

Remick motioned to approve, Vander Zanden seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

b. Trenton Lobster Pound and Real Pit Barbecue:  For a restaurant Class I permit. 

Remick motioned to approve, Vander Zanden seconded.  Vote 5 Yes. 

c. Planning Board Appointments: Vander Zanden moved approval for Charles Fidler 

and Kathy Seavey to be appointed as alternates. Vote 5 Yes. 

d. Airport Sign: There is concern that the Town has not issued a permit for the new 

sign.  Walsh will check with the CEO to see if a permit has been requested. If not, he 

will be reminded to obtain one before the possibility of a nonconforming sign being 

erected. 

e. Letter of Appreciation: Pete Murphy is being recognized for the many years and 

many hours he has mowed the Goose Cove Cemetery at no cost to the town. A gift 

certificate for $30 to Governors Restaurant was also suggested.   

   

VII. APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND PAYROLL WARRANTS: Motion to approve made by 

Remick and seconded by Starr. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VIII. Other Business:  Pitney Bowes will deliver a new postage machine to the Town Office on 

June 3rd. 

 

IX. Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Vander Zanden and seconded by Remick.  Vote 5 

Yes.  Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm. 

 

 

 


