
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF June 23, 2015 

 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm.  In attendance:    Fred Ehrlenbach, Dick Vander 

Zanden, Mark Remick, Carlene Hanscom, Susan Starr and Carol Walsh.  Visitors:  Gary Clark, Bruce Cameron, 

George Hopkins, John Whetstone, Mary Whetstone, Bonnie Damon, Chuck Starr, Charlotte Parker, Rayann 

Vander Zanden, Carole Pepler, Robert Pepler, Bill Stockman, John Bennett, Steve Corson, Jack Frost 

(MCMH), Amanda Corson, Lisa Winger, Betsy Meister, Michael Hodgkins, and Pete Lazas. 

 

II. Visitor Comments:  Stockman spoke regarding concerns over the permit issued to the Acadia Sea Farms Inc. 

for raising oysters in Goose Cove. He spoke for members of Friends of Goose Cove. He recalled that the DMR 

permit was issued by DMR in 2012, under the condition that the US Army Corps of Engineers also approved 

the venture. A major stumbling point at that time was an FAA regulation regarding aquaculture, i.e. the 

creation of bird hazards in flight paths. FAA required a certain distance between aquaculture farms and 

flight paths. DMR was unable to make a decision regarding a hazard to aircraft, and chose to rely on the 

Army Corps of Engineers to work out that problem. The Friends of Goose Cove believe there is a definite 

danger to the community with flights directly above the area that will be covered by the aquaculture farm. 

The group solicited information (FOIA Request) from the FAA and from the Corps of Engineers regarding 

discussions and/or details leading to the approval of the application. Some material was received, but it 

contained little that indicated how the decision was reached. There had been continuing interactions 

between the FAA and the applicant’s attorney however there were no details that would explain the 

approval process in that material.  In fact, the material lacks any indication that FAA considered the danger 

to residents and property in this area.  

 

Stockman opined that the town’s Harbor Ordinance, in particular the prohibition of aquaculture within the 

flight path, may need to be enforced.  There may be a legal issue regarding the ordinance and the 

aquaculture venture with regard to timing. The lease sight encompasses much of the aquaculture site. 

Surprisingly, the current Ellsworth American covered the application for another aquaculture oyster farm on 

the other side (Bar Harbor) of the Trenton Bridge, also within close proximity to the airport and within flight 

paths. 

 

Starr agreed that we should seek more information regarding the decision-making at the federal level. 

Vander Zanden agrees that the effort should be made to seek information. Hanscom wondered if the Airport 

manager was aware of the approval, considering his responsibility for airport safety. Hodgkins mentioned 

that in addition to the two oyster farm applications, there was a mussel farm in Jordan River at the opposite 

end of the runway, compounding the bird hazard issue.  

 

Stockman sees the question as the right of the Army Corps of Engineers to override a town’s ordinance, 

relative to the use of its waters. The decision in favor of the Acadia Sea Farms had not been made at the 

point when the town amended its ordinance regarding such activities in flight paths. If the town chooses to 

apply the ordinance to the aquaculture activity, a notice to the applicant and a copy to the Army Corps of 

Engineers stating that the ordinance prohibits this activity. in this location may be required. A question of 

the timing of the approval vis-à-vis the amendment of the ordinance will need to be addressed. 

 



Vander Zanden believes the issue is worthy of more questions, particularly addressed to DMA, and to our 

state elected officials. Starr believed that we should start with questions addressed to the Corps of 

Engineers, asking what actions they took in addressing FAA. We may be required to obtain an attorney’s 

assistance.  Walsh suggested that John Lewis, DMR to obtain additional information regarding DMR’s 

decision. The County Commissioners should also express concern to the Airport Manager about public 

safety.  

 

Stockman stated that the Friends of Goose Cove some funds which could help with legal assistance. 

Ehrlenbach stated that the first question is whether or not the ordinance is applicable, time-wise. DMR has 

already weighed in that the town did not have the authority to establish the ordinance. Vander Zanden 

suggested challenging this. Vander Zanden moved that the Board of Selectmen authorize a limited approach 

to legal counsel, in cooperation with the Friends of Goose Cove and their resources, and also to contact each 

of the Federal bureaus, including the US Army Corps of Engineers, and the Maine State DMR with letter 

inquiring via letters to learn what we have power for and a clarification of the standing/merit of the 

ordinance.  Hanscom stated that the Airport should be notified, as well as the County Commissioners, which 

Vander Zanden included in his motion. This was seconded by Starr. Vote:  5 Yes.  

 

III. Approval of Minutes of June 8, 2015.  Remick motioned to accept the minutes; Hanscom seconded.  Vote: 5 

Yes. 

 

IV. Administrative Summary Report:    Ditching of state roads continues, not always effectively. Repair and 

patching of roads is also sporadic and not always fully effective. Lazas spoke about a telephone pole at his 

property on Route 3 which is always in 4 feet of water, a very unsafe situation. Walsh will call MDOT in the 

AM. 

 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 

a. Trenton Volunteer Fire Department. Chief Corson introduced two Fire Academy graduates that he 

then recognized for their accomplishment. Amanda Corson and Mark Lipski, the eighth and ninth 

Trenton graduates of the academy, were presented with Certificates of Appreciation. 

  

VI.  NEW BUSINESS: 

a. MDOT Sign Request. The Board reviewed an application for a directional sign for a business in 

Lamoine, to be placed on Route 3. The request was not approved because such signs are not 

permitted per the Town of Trenton Sign Ordinance. Remick motioned to reject the application, 

Vander Zanden seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

b. Non-Profit Funding Request:  Jack Frost spoke on behalf of Maine Coast Memorial Hospital. The 

funds received from Trenton go directly to the prescription medication program. It assists those 

unable to pay for needed meds. Last year 346 Trenton residents used the program to a benefit of 

$286,000. Their request is for $2300. Ron Fortier spoke on behalf of the Ellsworth Public Library, 

which has requested $7368 contribution from Trenton. This is based on the number of cardholders 

in town. The same rate is applied to all towns. The rate is $24 per cardholder, making it 307 

cardholders in Trenton. Further discussion ensued among the board members regarding the division 

of town funds among all the requests received. Remick motioned to contribute the following, and 

Vander Zanden seconded: Vote 5 Yes 

  Washington Hancock County Community Association $ 936 

  Downeast Horizons $691 



  WIC $300 

  Eastern Agency on Aging $200 

  Community Health and Counseling $1300 

  United Cerebral Palsy $750 

  Child & Family Opportunities $400 

  Home Care $750 

  Downeast Aids $100 

  Ellsworth Public Library $4175 

  Maine Coast Memorial Hospital $2300 

  Bar Harbor Food Pantry $1000  

  Hospice of Hancock County $500 

  Loaves & Fishes  $1000 

  Life Flight $800 

 

c.  Trenton Volunteer Fire Department:  Corson offered the Department’s report for May 2015. Last 

year on May 31st, they were at 25 calls and this year they are at 40. Corson asked if the Board would 

sign the Memorandum of Understanding Reference Mutual Aid for Hancock County. Ehrlenbach 

asked to have time to review the document and thetopic would be placed on the next agenda. 

   

VII. APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND PAYROLL WARRANTS: Motion to approve made by Remick and 

seconded by Starr. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VIII. Other Business:  A notice of the Ellsworth Household Waste has been received and the Board is still in 

agreement that it will not sign up for this event at the cost of $500. 

 

IX. Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Vander Zanden and seconded by Remick.  Vote 5 Yes.  Meeting 

adjourned at 8:10 pm. 

 

 

 


