
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF June 24, 2014 MEETING 

 

I.  Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance:  Fred Ehrlenbach,  

Dick Vander Zanden, Carlene Hanscom, Mark Remick, Susan Starr, and Carol Walsh.  Visitors:  Ron 

Fortier, of the Ellsworth Public Library, Bill Stockman, Bill Haefele, Peter Lazas, Carroll Leland, Angie 

Chamberlain, and Jack Frost, of the Maine Coast Memorial Hospital. 

 

II.   Visitors Comments:  None. 

 

Public Meeting:  General Assistance Ordinance 

 

Public Comments: None. 

Vander Zanden motioned to approve the ordinance; Hanscom seconded. Vote:  5 Yes. 

 

III.   Approval of Minutes of June 10, 2014. Vander Zanden motioned to approve; Remick seconded. 

Vote:  5 Yes.  

 

IV.    Administrative Summary Report:  Walsh has received the specifications from Doug Monson for 

work on the Goose Cove Road. The Household Hazardous Waste (8/2/14) activities in Ellsworth will need 

a Trenton Representative. Vander Zanden believed the Acadia Disposal District should cover that for the 

town. He will question Tony Smith, and he will check with Peter Rees. Rapid Renewal of Registrations is 

now available on line. 

 

V.    Old Business: 

 

 a. Floating Dock System:  Starr reported on a meeting on 6/19/14 at the Airport to which two 

MDOT reps, a Tanner Hoyle Rep, the Airport Manager, a rep of Appeldore (by phone), and Starr 

attended. The purpose of the meeting was to review the scope of the work that had been given to Hoyle 

Tanner. A major determination will have to be made as to whether pilings or another anchoring system 

can be used on the pier. FAA must approve. The purpose must be aviation related. Both the floating pier 

and the scenic turnout are being labeled “Seaplane Enhancements.” The originally planned amenities 

designed for the west side of the ramp must now be moved to the east side, with the same terraced 

topography envisioned. A concrete abutment at the beginning of the pier will anchor it to the ramp. 

Appledore is considering pilings vs. elastamere road. One option is to advance the floats to be not less 

than 20 feet away from the pilings on the rip rap. The town has little input into the design; whereas the 

MDOT and the airport have the greater input into the design. At the current time there is no 

Memorandum of Understanding with Hancock County regarding maintenance or storage. The role of the 

town in the future is unclear.  The expected budget, including new design, quoted by MDOT is between 

$130,000 and $150,000. The town’s budget was about $98,000. The design should be completed by fall; 

bids put out by January 1st, and construction by next summer. Ehrlenbach noted that an agreement will 



need to be in place with the county. Stockman spoke on behalf of the Harbor Committee. He expressed 

concern that there may be greater cost exposure to the town than anticipated. There were 

approximately $17,000 to $19,000 in pledged contributions for the original pier design, which was 

primarily for the use of boaters. Now the design will be different and the emphasis for the use of the 

floats has changed considerably, which could impact on the willingness of those contributors to support 

the floating pier. The fact that the primary purpose is for seaplanes, may cause marine-related 

businesses to have second thoughts on their participation. Starr recognized that a commitment from 

Hancock County and the airport would be nice to have, stating that the town will always have access to 

the pier and ramp for boaters. Ehrlenbach and Remick stated that the owner of the project, whether the 

county, or town, will need to obtain a building permit. Hanscom pointed out that the Town has an 

easement for the use of the ramp.  

 

 b. Non-Profit Contributions: Ron Fortier, speaking on behalf of the Ellsworth Public Library, who 

stated the number of patrons is growing daily, as is the services offered by the library.  An expansion of 

the library is planned for two to three years in the future. The contribution requested from Trenton is 

not going toward the expansion. Jack Frost spoke on behalf of the Maine Coast Memorial Hospital. He 

stated that the hospital has undergone a trend in financial loss, as fewer patients are served on an 

inpatient basis. The funding requested is for the prescription assistance program. $15,311 is the amount 

to be dispersed this year. Moved to provide the following by Vander Zanden and seconded by Remick. 

Vote: 5 Yes 

 WHCA:  $936 

 Hancock County Homecare & Hospice: $750 

 WIC Nutrition Program:  $300 

 Hospice of Hancock County: $500 

 Downeast Horizons: $800 

 Child & Family Opportunities: $400 

 Community Health & Counseling Services: $1,400 

 Eastern Agency on Aging: $200 

 Ellsworth Public Library: $3,775 

 Maine Coast Memorial Library: $2,000  

 Bar Harbor Food Pantry:  $1,000 

 Loaves and Fishes:  $1,000 

 Red Cross: $700 

 Life Flight:  $500 

 Community Health & Counseling: $1,000  

 

 c. Code Enforcement:   Chamberlain will remain at the town office on Tuesday afternoon and 

early evening. The board was in agreement with her proposal. The proposal offered is attached to these 

minutes. 

 

 d. Trenton Chamber of Commerce Veterans Flag Program: Leland and Haefele explained how 

the flag program came into being and how they determined the placement of the flags. They now 



manage the program together. There are 140 flags now placed in Trenton on both sides of Route 3 and 

at other specific locations. There are also two flags at the beginning of Route 204. They are attending 

this meeting to ask permission to place two flags on aluminum poles (that hold the traffic lights) at the 

beginning of Oak Point Road. MDOT has rejected this request based on liability issues. Because the Town 

of Trenton is actually responsible for these lights and poles, they are asking the town’s permission to 

place the flags on these poles.  The board gave unanimous consent. Walsh was tasked to notify MDOT 

that the town gave permission to the Chamber of Commerce. 

 

 f.  Planning Board Appointment:  Vander Zanden moved approval to appoint John Whetstone to 

the Planning Board for two years (as he had served one year as an alternate), and Charles Starr for three 

years. Remick seconded.  Vote:  5 Yes. 

 

 g. Fire Department Report: No Questions. 

 

 e. Meeting with Lamoine Board of Selectmen RE:  Rt 204/Rt 3 Traffic Light:  Remick and Vander 

Zanden attended the meeting in Lamoine, explaining to that board that Trenton supports the traffic 

light, but is unwilling to pay for it.  A traffic shift to secondary roads is anticipated in Trenton. Basically, 

the light will provide a benefit to Lamoine, but will penalize Trenton. Lamoine has since provided a 

written proposal, asking to divide the costs of the light evenly between Lamoine and Trenton. After 

much discussion, the board found the Lamoine proposal unacceptable.  

 

 f. Heating Oil Bid: Acadia Fuel came in with the lowest bid at $3.0646 per gallon.  

 

 g. Tax Payer Volunteer Benefit Ordinance. Chief Corson expressed concern regarding the 

wording of the ordinance. The firefighters receive recompense for training, although they receive no 

payment for subsequent volunteer activities. Walsh has made a minor change to the draft ordinance, 

making this clear. The ordinance will provide that a Class I Volunteer in Trenton will receive a $50 credit 

toward annual taxes while serving on a standing board or committee.  A Class II Volunteer in Trenton 

will receive a $100 credit toward annual taxes while serving as a volunteer firefighter. The public 

meeting for this ordinance will be Tuesday, July 8, 2014.   

 

VI. New Business: 

 

VII.     Approval of Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants:  Motion to approve made by Starr and 

seconded by Hanscom. Vote:  5 Yes. 

 

VIII.       Other Business:  Starr asked if the town’s Animal Control Officer obtained necessary 

certifications and advanced education prescribed by Maine Law and Walsh assured the board that she 

did meet all requirements, and that Sullivan and Trenton share the cost of needed classes.       

 

IX.       Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Hanscom and seconded by Vander Zanden. Vote:  

5 Yes. Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm. 


