
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF JUNE 25, 2013 MEETING 

 

I.  Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance:  Carol Walsh, Fred 

Ehrlenbach, Carlene Hanscom, Dick Vander Zanden, and Susan Starr. Excused:  Michael Hodgkins.   

Those in the audience included Chief Gray, Theresa Gray,  Bill Stockman, and Doug Monson. 

 

II.   Visitors Comments:  None. 

 

III.   Approval of Minutes of May 14, 2013. Motion to accept by Hanscom, seconded by Vander 

Zanden with an amendment to V. b Old Business:  replace “the committee” with “the Selectmen 

adopted the mission statement by consensus.”  Votes 4 Yes. 

 

IV.    Administrative Summary Report:  None submitted.  The administrative office continues to 

work toward year end activities. Rob Clewelly, MDOT, would like a meeting on Tuesday, July 2, with 

Chief Gray , Ehrlenbach, and Monson, regarding the culvert replacement on Bayside Road.   The road 

will be shut down in both directions at Brady Brook.  Chief Gray believes the closure may make Fire 

Department response time about a minute more. The time of the meeting will be  5:15 pm. 

 

The 30 MPH sign near Jim Greenlaw’s property on Goose Cove has been removed. 

 

One Tenant made an agreement for back tax payments. A payment was due on 7/14/13 and not 

received; tenant returned on 7/24 to explain the delay but has not been back to make a payment.  This 

property should be included in parcels to be turned over to a realtor. 

 

V.   Old Business.   

 

A. Town Accounts: Walsh and Ehrlenbach have been refining the list of accounts; combining 

duplications, etc. in preparing for the end of the fiscal year. 

 

B.  Small Harbor Committee:  Bill Stockman spoke regarding the most recent grant application to be 

submitted.  It is for a Boating Facilities Grant, which requires 50% matching funds.  The total budget has 

been estimated at $96,000. One important issue is that the public must have access to the seaplane 

ramp site for at least 20 years. The MOU exists and MDOT is working to make it satisfy the public access 

requirement. The DEP permit application will be submitted in the next several weeks.  A letter will need 

to be sent to the Maine State Historical Society, identifying this project; however, this does not need to 

be done unless the committee has received a grant.  MDOT should have already notified the Historical 

Society of plans to place the Scenic Turnout at the airport site.  The committee will continue to try to 

raise money to insure that matching funds are in place. The Grant request made to the Hancock County 

Fund was declined with the statement that if that review board had known that the legislative body of 

Trenton was going to vote to provide $20,000 for the pier project, it may have decided   to grant the 



funds. Town Meeting had not taken place at the time the request had to be submitted.  Vander Zanden 

asked if any of the project could be phased. Ehrlenbach does not believe the project can be phased; 

Stockman also believes that would be difficult. Hanscom asked if the committee had spoken with Bar 

Harbor regarding the docking facility in emergency situations. No direct discussions have taken place; 

however, the League of Towns supported the dock as a potential capability in emergencies. Starr stated 

that if the pier was put in place, that might be a launching point for further discussions for its emergency 

use.  Once a DEP permit is issued, the project cannot be increased or re-permitted for at least three 

years. The down side of adding size to the permit application would be that abutters may become 

concerned regarding the size of the structure. This application is to the Maine Department of 

Conservation, Forestry and Fisheries, Parks and Public Lands, Boating Facilities Department. Stockman 

asked the board to sign the grant request so that he can get it in the mail on June 26th. Vander Zanden 

made a motion to approve the application; Starr seconded. Vote 4 Yes.  

 

VI. New Business:   

 

a.  Select Chairman, Board of Selectmen:  Hanscom nominated Ehrlenbach for Chairman; Starr 

seconded.  Vote: 3 Yes, 1 Abstained.  

 

Vice Chairman:  Hanscom nominated Hodgkins; seconded by  Vander Zanden. Vote: 4Yes. 

 

b. Quitclaim Deed: Re:  Joanne Sargent;  Hanscom motioned that the board sign the deed, Starr 

seconded. Vote: 4 Yes.  

 

c. Concealed Weapons Permit:  One new permit.  Ehrlenbach signed.  

 

d. Non-Municipal Funding Request.  Representatives from the Ellsworth Public Library and the Maine 

Coast Memorial Hospital (Prescription Assistance Program.) attended this meeting. Mr. Jack Frost, 

Maine Coast Memorial Hospital, spoke about the prescription assistance program.   Hanscom asked if 

anyone can use the program to obtain controlled drugs and Frost explained that the program helps 

people with diabetes, and other more common illnesses. Generic drugs are used when available. They 

do not provide controlled drugs.  Trenton has 315 members that use this program, which is a larger 

number than most towns. 

 

 Mr. Ron Fortier, Ellsworth Public Library, stated that this past year there were 256 cardholders from 

Trenton;  estimated cost per card $22; there were 6,677 items checked out of the Ellsworth Public 

Library by Trenton cardholders.  The library puts approximately a $10 value on each item borrowed, 

making the cost of support to Trenton $66,770. Total operating budget $664,000+. They try to raise 

about $35,000 per year from supported towns.  

 

Donations are limited to ½ of 1 percent of the town’s previous year tax commitment, or  $15,974. 

Requests were rec eived for $24,245. 

 



Initial proposed donations:   Requested Granted 

Eastern Area on Aging     $200  $200 

Maine Coast Memorial Hospital   2200  2000 

Child and Family Opportunity   400  350 

Ellsworth Public Library    5632  3674 

Yesterday’s Children    300  300 

Community Health & Counseling  1,323  1200 

Washington Hancock Community Agency 2,495  1400 

Hospice of Hancock County   600  500 

Downeast Horizons    1,000  700 

Downeast Health Service   1645  800 

Red Cross     1500  1000 

Emmaus Center       0 

Loaves and Fishes    1000  1000 

Bar Harbor Food Pantry    1000  1000 

United Cerebral Palsy    1000  900 

Eastern Maine Home Care   700  750 

SPCA      1000  0 

PAWS        0 

Downeast Aids Network      0 

The Grand       0 

 

Changes made through discussion:   

Maine Coast Memorial Hospital $2200 

United Cerebral Palsy same as last year $750 

Red Cross $800 

Ellsworth Public Library  $3924 

Vander Zanden moved to adopt the above donations with final changes; Starr seconded. Vote: 4 Yes 

 

e.  Road Work at Brady Brook: Monson was concerned regarding uses of Goose Cove Road during the 

closing  at Brady Brook.  Crack sealing to take place imminently on Goose Cove Road.  Closure of Bayside 

will start July 8th for one week.  Goose Cove Road is not striped; Monson would like to ask the State to 

stripe it in exchange for using it during road work.  Truck traffic will increase on Goose Cove Road during 

construction.   Walsh asked Monson to replace the speed limit sign on Goose Cove Road. 

 

f.   Culvert Replacement on Oak Point Road. Monson is having a difficult time finding someone to 

replace culverts.  Chad Blanchard not responding. Monson asked to make inquiries for a couple of more 

weeks. The anticipated cost of the project to be $750 per culvert, or roughly $3,000 total.  If no one can 

be found to do the job, the town will advertise. Some tree growth may need to be cut back as well. 

 

 VII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrant(s):  Motion to approve made by Starr, Hanscom seconded. 

Vote:  4 Yes.  Fuel Bid through the school goes to Acadia Fuel. Dead River was $3.08.49; Foster Holdings 



schools only $3.06.06; towns only $3.14.08; towns and schools combined $3.09.04; Acadia Fuel $ 

2.74.98/gallon. 

 

VII.   Other Business:  Selectmen comments or issues:  None. 

 

IX.  Adjournment:  Movement to adjourn made by Vander Zanden. Hanscom seconded. The meeting 

adjourned at 8:20 pm. 

 

 


