
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF JULY 9, 2013 MEETING 

 

I.  Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance:  Carol Walsh, Fred 

Ehrlenbach, Carlene Hanscom, Michael Hodgkins, Dick Vander Zanden, and Susan Starr.  Those in the 

audience included Bill Stockman, Peter Rees and George Hopkins. 

 

II.   Visitors Comments:  None. 

 

III.   Approval of Minutes of June 25, 2013. Motion to accept by Hanscom, seconded by Vander 

Zanden.  Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

IV.    Administrative Summary Report:  Crack Sealing repair company called from Goose Cove Road 

regarding excessive traffic. Too difficult to complete the job that day, so will return on Monday or 

Tuesday.  Relocated to School Road.  Cracks were deep enough, so will need to apply double layer; will 

try to do 200 feet at a time, with heavy traffic.  

 

V.   Old Business.   

 

a. Grant Received: Trenton received a $20,000 grant from Hancock County Commissioners – Community 

Benefits Fund.  This money will go to building the pier. The county will send questionnaires through the 

process of building the pier to insure progress and that these funds will not be used for other purposes.  

Bill Stockman spoke regarding a correction to the Boating Facilities Grant, submitted approximately two 

weeks prior. He is advocating identifying the Hancock County grant receipt to the Boating Facilities 

Grant Board. This would be in the form of offering to increase our Grant match to the State. Stockman 

spoke personally with George Powell, who recommended that the notice of this change be submitted 

ASAP with an approval by the Board of Selectmen for the use of these funds for this same project. This 

raises our cash match to 70% asking the state to fund approximately 30% of the cost. Vander Zanden 

moved that the letter to Powell be signed by the Chairman this evening, Starr seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

b. Gateway Center Road Name: Downeast Transportation has requested to name the road to the Acadia 

Gateway facility “Gateway Center Road;” Hanscom, as the 911 Officer, has already given them a 

number. Vander Zanden moved approval of the road name; Hodgkins seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. Hanscom 

will send 911 paperwork in to the state. Walsh provided that the board should continue to approve 

street names in Trenton to avoid duplication or similarities that are too close to be explicitly clear to first 

responders.  

 

c. Sand Bids. Two bids received:  RF Jordan, $7 per yard delivered, $17,500. John Goodwin, Jr., $6.52, 

$16,300. Vander Zanden moved approval of John Goodwin, Jr. sand bid; Hodgkins seconded.  Vote: 5 

Yes.  

 



d. Acadia Fuel Contract:  Starr motioned that the Chairman sign the Acadia Fuel Contract. Vander 

Zanden seconded. Vote: 5 Yes.  

 

e. Half Tide Flea Market:  Hopkins questioned whether the Planning Board had to be involved for a flea 

market. The board believes the person responsible for holding a flea market is Keith Clark, owner of the 

property.  Poseidon Gun Shop has a new banner displayed.  The Code Enforcement Officer should 

become involved regarding the flea market, and removing the sign if the Sign Officer is not obeyed.  

Hopkins will check the number of signs at first opportunity, but is sure they are in violation as of his last 

check. Walsh will call the CEO tomorrow to look into this issue (flea market and signs) not later than 

Thursday.  Hodgkins motioned to refer this problem to the CEO; Vander Zanden seconded. Vote: 5 Yes.  

 

f. Acadia Disposal District/Study for a New Transfer Station:  Rees reported the main points: Contract 

with Lee Wooster, EMR, South West Harbor, has been long-standing. Difficulty with this location is that 

Trenton’s disposal must traverse the island twice. CES conducted a study to determine the most 

reasonable locations for a future transfer station.  Vander Zanden provided the report to the group. 

What are the total costs including personnel, tipping fees, fuel, etc.?  Findings were that it would 

probably be best to stay with EMR. If Bar Harbor would join the ADD, it would make economical sense to 

establish a new transfer station, excluding transiting the island. CES produced maps indicating 

placement of vernal pools, wetlands, and other geographical problems to identify promising locations, 

which include several sites off Route 3 in Trenton.  Construction costs remain low after the recession. 

Bar Harbor faces costly renovations or expansion to their own transfer station. All combining factors 

make establishing a transfer station in Trenton a possible future project, although no steps have been 

taken in that direction yet. ADD will continue to try to recruit Bar Harbor and possibly Lamoine, and will 

continue to seek a location for a new transfer station. The contract with PERC expires in 2018.  The 

tipping fees are expected to double. Carroll Leland’s land was suggested as a possible site. Hodgkins 

thought access would be an issue. Starr thought that a site along Route 3 would impact on the Scenic 

Byway. Vander Zanden thought there would be a long access drive, setting it back from Route 3. Vander 

Zanden thought that copies of the GIS maps at the town office would help visualize those potential 

locations. No official conversations have taken place with Bar Harbor about this, although the topic has 

come up at the League of Towns Meetings.  

 

g. Approval of Payment Arrangement:  Map 006/Lot 034-007. Hodgkins motioned to accept the payment 

plan; Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. Hanscom asked if anyone had dropped behind in previous 

payment plans.  Walsh provided that one person had dropped out.  Sargent Real Estate will charge 5% 

commission. One property should list between $30,000-39,000; a second property should list between 

$15,000-19,000, a third property was provided to the realtor. Ehrlenbach will sign the listing agreements 

this week, to include an agreement for a third property. 

 

h. Concealed Weapons Permits:  Four requests. Signed by Ehrlenbach. 

 

i.Town Office Air Conditioning: Two proposals are for units that will be mounted. Two 110 volt 20 amp 

separate circuits: MCN $1,197.18; Richardson $360. Units are not included in estimates. Vander Zanden 



was concerned about where the heat pump/condenser would be placed; Walsh explained that it would 

be contained within the doorway alcove. One unit would be in reception hall, one in the center clerk’s 

office, and one in assessors’ office.  The quote is for $3,791 for one unit, or $7,150 for the heat pump 

and three units. Hanscom asked if we needed the heat pump if we are also going to have a new furnace. 

Ehrlenbach explained that the heat pump is primarily for the air conditioning. Starr asked if the 

installation proposals were for the heat pump and three units; if all proposals for electrical work and air 

conditioning units were compatible; which was answered positively. Vander Zanden moved to accept 

the bid from ABM Mechanical for $7,150 for units, and the Richardson proposal for electrical work. Starr 

seconded. Ehrlenbach asked to amend with the proviso that the funds be taken from the Municipal 

Office Building Reserve Account. Vote: 5 Yes. System should be installed within two weeks. 

 

VI. New Business. 

 

Committee & Board Appointments: Vander Zanden suggested that Peter Rees be added to the Solid 

Waste Committee. Dave Rand will no longer serve on the Planning Board. Open position on the Planning 

Board will be filled by Maureen McKearns, the former alternate. An alternate to fill her position will be 

sought for the Planning Board. One alternate is also needed on the Appeals Board. Peter Rees will also 

be added as a representative to the Acadia Disposal District. Vander Zanden moved to accept the slate 

of appointees as amended above. Hodgkins seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

 VII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrant(s):  Motion to approve made by Hanscom, seconded by 

Vander Zanden. Vote:  5 Yes.   

 

VIII.   Other Business:  Selectmen Comments: Vander Zanden has attended a Health Officer Forum on 

the Identification of Ticks and will leave some material at the Town Office for public reference. Hodgkins 

informed the board of the Frenchmens  Bay Shellfish Committee meeting next Tuesday, at the Trenton 

Town Office at 6:30 pm. Hodgkins was also concerned that we have not readdressed the Town Office 

needs regarding the cleaning contract. Walsh will go out for bids in the fall. Vander Zanden asked if the 

public service organization donations made by the town could be increased at all. Ehrlenbach stated that 

a warrant article could be written to permit this. It was suggested that during budget committee 

meetings this winter it could be discussed further. 

 

IX.  Adjournment:  Movement to adjourn made by Vander Zanden. The meeting adjourned at 8:40 

pm. 

 

 


