
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF JULY 23, 2013 MEETING 

 

I.  Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance:  Carol Walsh, Fred 

Ehrlenbach, Carlene Hanscom, Dick Vander Zanden, and Susan Starr.  Michael Hodgkins arrived at 7:20 

pm. Those in the audience George Hopkins, Bill Stockman, and Dennis Butler. 

 

II.   Visitors Comments:  None. 

 

III.   Approval of Minutes of July 9, 2013. Motion to accept by Hanscom, seconded by Vander 

Zanden. Votes:  4 Yes. 

 

IV.    Administrative Summary Report:  Angela Chamberlain has responded with a question of 

ownership regarding the Flea Market issue.  

 

V.     Old Business:  Meeting with Airport Manager:  Stockman and Starr met the new manager, Brad 

Madeira, and briefed him regarding the MOU and background of the scenic turnout and floating pier 

projects.  This seemed to go well. A subsequent email from Madeira contained several questions.  

Responding to these questions will require a second meeting with him and a postponement of the MOU 

briefing to the County Commissioners.  It will be helpful to have both Stockman and Ehrlenbach present 

at the next meeting, as both understand and can discuss in detail the technical aspects of construction 

of the pier.  Ehrlenbach has volunteered to represent Trenton at the August 6th Commissioners’ Meeting 

for receipt of the Community Benefits Grant. 

 

VI. New Business: 

 

A. Approval of Payment Arrangement. Map 024/Lot 003: The property has been liened; payment 

arrangement is in lieu of a sale of foreclosure.  Motion to accept by Starr, seconded by Hanscom. Vote:  

4 Yes. 

 

B.  Concealed Weapons Permits:  Two permit requests signed by Chairman.  

 

C.  Appointments to Committees & Boards:  Maureen McKerns was appointed to the Planning Board.  

Peter Rees was appointed to the Acadia Disposal District. Carol Reed Walsh was appointed as Registrar 

of Voters.  Kelly Herrick was appointed as Deputy Registrar of Voters. Vander Zanden made a motion to 

accept Walsh and Herrick; Hodgkins seconded. Vote:  5 Yes.  

 

D. New Electronic Ballot Equipment:  It was determined that this will be a benefit to the Town (at no 

cost) with regard to counting votes. A motion to accept the agreement was made by Hodgkins, 

seconded by Starr.  Vote:  5 Yes. 

 



E. Election of MMA Officers: Vander Zanden questioned if the board could abstain from voting. 

Members of the board knew nothing about any of the nominees. Hanscom motioned to abstain from 

voting; Hodgkins seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

F.  Walsh provided a draft request for proposal for a new Cleaning Contract. Discussion followed 

regarding the expected length of time for cleaning and the multitude of chores to be included in the 

contract.  The board agreed to prepare a list of duties and time expectations for the next meeting, which 

can be made part of the requirements. Hanscom suggested that in 2014 the building have interior 

painting done. 

 

VII.     Approval of Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants:  Motion to approve made by Starr, with a 

correction of account number for School Payroll.  Vander Zanden seconded. Vote:  5 Yes. 

 

VIII.       Other Business:  Selectmen comments or issues:  The Assessors announced that the mil rate 

may be as low as 10.3+. Commitment will take place tomorrow.  Vander Zanden asked if the lighting on 

the Airport sign was in compliance with Town ordinances. The ordinance calls for down-lighting, while 

the airport lighting is upwardly- focused lighting.  Because that light existed before the ordinance was 

written, it is grandfathered. However, it was suggested that the Sign Officer request that the light be 

shielded from oncoming traffic, as it is distracting.  

 

Hodgkins attended the Tuesday evening meeting with the Frenchman’s Bay Joint Board Meeting. He 

briefed the attendees on the scenic turnout and pier projects to come next year.  

 

Hodgkins asked if there was knowledge of a second failed septic system.  One has been identified at RDR 

Realty, Ron Doane’s property. Hodgkins thought the house on that property had been condemned. It 

was later heard that the building was used as offices, and finally as a home. It was believed to have been 

condemned due to the failed septic system and undrinkable water.  The assessors will look for the 

notice of condemnation in the property file in the morning. It was decided to refer the problem to the 

CEO if a condemnation order can be found. It was also decided to invite the CEO to the next meeting to 

receive a report on the Haynes Point Mobil Homes issue, and the sign issue at the Half-Tide Shops. 

 

Request for Tax Payment Plan:  Butler requested additional time to catch up on back taxes owed to the 

town.  He stated that 30 days would allow him to catch up.  Walsh asked him to come in on Saturday to 

sign a new payment plan. He was offered a two-payment option, giving him an additional 30 days, for a 

total of 60 days to have all paid. He would have to have a substantial part paid in 30 days and the final 

payment in 60 days. It was explained that this is state statute that outlines the proper procedure for 

collection of back taxes.  Vander Zanden made a motion to amend Butler’s agreement as above, 

seconded by Hodgkins. The realtor will be instructed to hold off listing this property. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

IX.       Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Hanscom, seconded by Hodgkins. Meeting 

adjourned at 8:15 pm. 

 


