
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF August 5, 2014 MEETING 

 

I.  Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance:  Fred Ehrlenbach, 

Dick Vander Zanden, Mark Remick, Susan Starr, Carlene Hanscom and Carol Walsh.    Visitors:  None. 

 

II.   Visitors Comments:  None 

 

III.   Approval of Minutes of July 22, 2014. Remick motioned to approve and Hanscom seconded.  

Vote:  5 Yes.  

 

IV.    Administrative Summary Report:  No comments. 

 

V.    Old Business: 

 

 a. Floating Dock System:  No news. Starr will generate communication with the airport manager 

this week to solicit input for the county/town agreement. 

 

 b. CEO Update:  CEO has provided a comprehensive report. George Hopkins has inquired to see 

if the CEO would absorb the Sign Officer responsibilities. There was discussion regarding additional 

compensation for these added duties. The CEO has indicated a willingness to take on the job.   

 

 c. Fire Department:  No new input. 

 

 d. Volunteer Ordinance: Starr explained that guidance had been received from MMA that local 

governments were, by Maine statute, unable to enact any alteration to tax laws, to include exemptions. 

The Board of Assessors therefore responded that it was unable to enter the volunteer exemptions into 

the TRIO system. Both documents are appended to these minutes. A suggestion was made to consider a 

stipend or gift from the town to the volunteers; including the monetary amount in the budget process; a 

warrant article and vote from the town at Town Meeting; form 1099s to those who choose to receive 

the “gift.” Walsh suggested that a “discount” be applied to taxes. Starr asked if this would be in 

agreement with the law regarding taxation; as it would spread the discounted amount over the whole 

town to share in making it up.  The total amount of this effort would be approximately $1900. 

Ehrlenbach disagrees with the MMA input. Remick suggested that a “rebate” be issued. Starr asked 

what authority would be used to permit that. It was determined that “rebate,” “gift,” and “stipend” 

were all the same and were not to be confused with, or meant as “exemption” or “tax credit.”  After 

discussion, it was decided that Walsh would apply a “discount” as volunteers paid their taxes. 

 

VI. NEW BUSINESS: 

 



a. Posted Roads/Deliveries: A resident of Deasey Road had called the office to inquire about 

permitting for a load of gravel. Walsh was asked to draw up a permit for trucks, with particular 

attention to responsibility for any road damage.  

 

b. Town Counsel/CEO Action: The CEO had requested authority to meet with the town attorney 

regarding a resident who has incurred multiple violations over time. After discussion, it was determined 

that the CEO should seek guidance on the subsequent summons and legal steps that must be taken in 

resolving this issue. The CEO will continue to handle the case however, and progress as necessary to a 

court hearing and final resolution on behalf of the town. 

VII.     Approval of Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants:  Motion to approve made by Starr and 

seconded by Remick. Vote:  5 Yes. 

 

VIII.       Other Business:        Hanscom has noted several roadside vendors in Trenton. Vander Zanden 

recommended that next year, Trenton not participate in the Ellsworth Household Hazardous Waste 

activities. There were only two Trenton residents that brought waste products in, and the cost to the 

town was $500, as well as several hours for a town representative to remain onsite. 

 

IX.       Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Starr and seconded by Remick. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm. 

 

 


