
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF August 6, 2013 MEETING 

 

I.  Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance:  Carol Walsh, Fred 

Ehrlenbach, Carlene Hanscom,  Dick Vander Zanden, and Susan Starr. Michael Hodgkins not present. 

Visitors:  Arthur LaBelle.  

 

II.   Visitors Comments:  None. 

 

III.   Approval of Minutes of July 23, 2013. Motion to accept by Hanscom, seconded by Vander 

Zanden. Votes:  4 Yes. 

 

IV.    Administrative Summary Report:  No Questions. 

 

V.     Old Business:  None. 

 

VI.    New Business: 

 

 a. Salt/Sand Bid:  Motion to accept the Joint Purchasing Program of HCPC, $54.84 per ton made 

by Hanscom and seconded by Vander Zanden. Vote: 4 Yes. 

 

 b. Bicentennial Coins:  Michael Carr called and would like to purchase all silver bicentennial 

coins.  Walsh kept 3 of each coin; one for the school, town office, and the historical society. The 

complete set was kept for the town. The total amount to be sold is approximately $1,000. Vander 

Zanden moved approval, and Hanscom seconded.  Vote:  4 Yes. 

 

 c. Code Enforcement Report: Angie Chamberlain could not make this meeting, but will be 

scheduled for the next board meeting. Based on Mr. Doane’s irritation with receiving the CEO’s letter, 

Starr suggested that a system of internal checks with departments, i.e. Plumbing Inspector, CEO, etc. 

prior to sending a letter detailing deficiencies, be accomplished.  Doane has built a recent waste disposal 

system on his property, which includes the house in question. They removed the old system. LaBelle 

inspected this new system and found it to be proper. A notice of correction was never entered into the 

file for Doane’s property. LaBelle never was notified in the first place that the property had been 

condemned. There is a loop-hole here that should be closed when deficiencies are noted. LaBelle should 

be notified if a property is condemned. The deficiencies had never been listed on the condemnation 

notice; a step that would help the town office track problems.  

 

On another issue, Labelle reported that Mr. Wentworth may have missed receiving important 

correspondence regarding the failed septic system because his mailbox was removed during road 

construction. Wentworth would be interested in a community grant for the septic system. LaBelle 

believes the Board of Selectmen should be signing these letters to give them more weight. Wentworth 



thought he had more time to replace the septic system however Labelle informed him that because he 

is in violation, he must accomplish the replacement as soon as possible. LaBelle had issued a plumbing 

permit in May 2013 to Jack Wentworth. According to CEO’s letter, Wentworth has only 5 days to remedy 

the situation. Wentworth cannot apply for a grant for the new septic until ownership of the property 

can be established. Starr asked if the property could be condemned by the CEO if the problem is now 

quickly rectified.  Ehrlenbach recommended that a letter be sent to the Estate of Norma Wentworth, 

from the Board of Selectmen, stating that the property has a malfunctioning septic system and that if 

not completely remedied with a functioning subsurface waste disposal system within 30 days, the town 

will have no choice but to condemn the property. A copy will be sent to Jeff Toothacher, Attorney, and 

to LaBelle.  Moved by Vander Zanden that this letter be written, seconded by Starr. Vote: 4 Yes.   

Hanscom voiced concern about her neighbor housing people in a derelict dwelling. This is another item 

to be referred to the CEO. 

 

   d. Commissioners’ Meeting:  Attended by Ehrlenbach, August 6th. Walsh to set up a revenue 

account for the Small Harbor Committee receipt of Community Benefit funds of $20,000. To be 

deposited to General Fund as a revenue to the Small Harbor Committee.  A motion to accept the funds 

was made by Vander Zanden and seconded by Starr.  The Commissioners will return the MOU to the 

town with their attorney’s language for the parking lot resurfacing and for an “out clause.” Vote:  4 Yes. 

 

   e. Narrows Too Appeal to State Board of Tax Review. Hanscom stated a concern that Trenton 

would not be represented well enough without an attorney present at this hearing. Ehrlenbach inquired 

regarding the date of the meeting:  September 17 & 18. Discussion entailed in which it was expressed 

that time was too short to engage an attorney now. It would take too long for legal counsel to catch-up 

and prepare for the hearing. Starr expressed confidence in the Assessors’ Agent and in the preparatory 

material. It is expected that the Town’s assessment may be diminished some, but the majority of the 

assessed value should stand. The Narrows Too is indicating a desire to be assessed by the income 

approach, as it considers its annual income to be less than initially expected. If the Board of Review 

agrees, the Narrows Too will be the only entity in Trenton thus assessed. Vander Zanden expressed a 

concern that we should have an equal number of representatives at the hearing and Ehrlenbach stated 

that he would plan to attend as well.  The assessors are still waiting for the appraisal. 

 

   f. Setting the Traffic Light:  Walsh has two sets of keys. The town will be responsible for the 

traffic light. If it malfunctions, someone must be identified to reset it. Ehrlenbach would like to receive a 

training session on how to manage the light.  Fire Dept rep(s), Ehrlenbach, and Monson should know 

how to adjust the traffic light. King Electric, which manages traffic lights for Ellsworth, may be a 

candidate to do electrical repairs when necessary.  One set of keys should be maintained within the Fire 

Department and one set should be kept in Kelley Herrick’s office.  Walsh will call MDOT to set up a 

training session during the week of Aug 19th. 

 

   g. Kaminsky Property:  Ehrlenbach stated that there was an offer of $5,000 for the Kaminsky 

property  from a neighbor. The offer is not yet in writing, therefore there is no obligation to act by the 



board. Vander Zanden believed an offer of $5,000 should be taken under advisement, however the 

opinion expressed during discussion was that the offer needed to be received in writing.  

 

VII.     Approval of Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants:  Motion to approve made by Hanscom .  

Vander Zanden seconded. Vote:  5 Yes. 

 

VIII.       Other Business:  Selectmen comments or issues:  None. 

 

IX.       Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Vander Zanden, seconded by Starr. Meeting 

adjourned at 8:30 pm. 

 

 


