
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF AUGUST 20, 2013 MEETING 

 

I.  Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance:  Carol Walsh, Fred 

Ehrlenbach, Carlene Hanscom, Michael Hodgkins, Dick Vander Zanden, and Susan Starr.  Those in the 

audience included Peter Lazas, Betsy Meister, Angie Chamberlain, and  the  Wentworths. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING FOR GENERAL ASSISTANCE ORDINANCE 

Opened:  7:00 pm; Appendix A, Appendix B-E 

 

Public Comments:  None 

 

Motion to accept Appendices A and B-E made by Vander Zanden, seconded by Starr.  Vote: 5 Yes 

 

Public Hearing closed 7:05 pm. 

 

II.  Public Comments: Discussion ensued regarding the alternate merge arrows on Route 3, 

Northbound between the new traffic light and the airport entrance. Some believe the arrows are 

confusing because they are not used in other areas. Some believe the two normal lanes at the light 

invite motorists to pass in the left lane. The lights are also not timed well, leading drivers to jump the 

red light coming out of Oak Point Road. The question was asked, if law enforcement was invited to 

monitor the light, would it calm drivers down? MDOT has declined to give training on the switch control 

box.  

 

III.   Approval of Minutes of August 6, 2013. Motion to accept by Hanscom, seconded by Vander 

Zanden.  Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

IV.    Administrative Summary Report:  None. Verbally, over $326,000 in property tax came in in the 

month of August.  

 

V.   Old Business.  

 

a. Small Harbor Committee:  Draft MOU from County Commissioners was received.  A meeting of both 

committees, Small Harbor and Traffic Enhancement, planned for August 21 at the airport will attempt to 

rewrite the last portion, including the “quit clause.” Commissioner Brown has stated that he will look for 

a replacement “negotiation” clause. The commissioners want the town to pay for the grinding and 

packing of the parking lot.  Ehrlenbach believed that the parking lot work was part of the Traffic 

Enhancement amenities that would be done by MDOT. There may be need for an appendix that deals 

with maintenance and management details, but that this may not need to be part of the MOU. 

 

VI.    New Business. 



 

a. Code Enforcement: Chamberlain, CEO attended to discuss the numerous issues brought to her 

attention.  She has volunteered to assist the Wentworths and the town in applying for a septic system 

grant for replacing the faulty system now on the property. It is a lengthy, difficult process; the town 

must provide the funds, with reimbursement from the state. Wentworth was told he had 3 years to 

complete the project, which was erroneous, as the system is already failing. He has already completed 

the application process, but has no funds to move ahead to replace the system. The town is responsible 

for advertising, bid process, meetings with contractors, insuring that permits are obtained and 

inspections are conducted as these are DEP funds that will ultimately be used. The last grant that 

Chamberlain monitored totaled about $19,000. Wentworth has completed the Grant application and 

has mailed it back to Chamberlain. Wentworth’s Tax returns will be required by DEP. The timing is 

critical, as after November DEP does not permit installation. Expediting the process is probably not 

possible. Chamberlain will continue to manage the paperwork, but will be unable to follow-up with 

inspections; which should be done by the Licensed Plumbing Inspector.  Motion to authorize 

Chamberlain to continue with the grant process made by Hanscom; seconded by Vander Zanden. Vote: 

5 Yes. 

 

Starr questioned Chamberlain regarding the difficulty over the septic issue with Ron Doane. It was 

discussed that the town needs to follow-up condemnations. A more complete file system could benefit 

the town in this effort. The tax files house most of the notices from the CEO.  Walsh suggested that a 

separate file be kept for all properties. Vander Zanden suggested that a separate file be kept for all 

building projects and condemnations. Once building projects are completed or violations are corrected, 

the paperwork is folded into the tax file. Vander Zanden believed that the onus is on the town to follow-

up on condemnation problems. It appeared that Doane should have notified the CEO when the 

corrections were completed. Walsh has volunteered to make copies of septic details for the tax files 

before they are sent to the state.   

 

Regarding 45 Joy Lane and the RVs being parked there, the land owner must provide an approved plan 

for waste disposal.  This is not a grandfathered situation. Chamberlain has made this a requirement that 

she be informed of the waste disposal and the electrical source as well. Noted by Ehrlenbach, there are 

five mobile homes/RVs on this property which are ostensibly all being used by the same family. 

 

Building permit has been received for Marie Sprague property, which should resolve this CEO problem.  

 

Subsurface wastewater disposal system enforcement is the duty of the LPI. This has too often been left 

to the CEO and should be refocused to the LPI. Discussion ensued regarding the possibility of hiring an 

assistant LPI. Hodgkins volunteered to explain to LaBelle that an assistant LPI is being sought by the 

town. LaBelle has stated his belief in the past that it is his job to issue permits but that it is a code 

enforcement responsibility for inspections and when problems arise. Starr motioned that the town 

advertise for an assistant LPI, once LaBelle has been notified; seconded by Vander Zanden. Vote 5 Yes. 

 

Half Tide Shops:  Flea Market signs have been removed.   



 

Arrango Property: Chamberlain has sent a violation letter, but has not received confirmation of receipt 

or a response yet.  Property has no plumbing/water. Structure showing extreme wear; was actually a 

garage.  

 

b.  Foreclosed Property:  Two Offers received from realtor. One from James Lyon for $5,000 and one 

from the Historical Society for $7,000, both for the Kaminski property.  Hanscom asked if the Historical 

Society is taxable; Meister answered that the organization is non-profit. Hanscom recommended that 

the board accept the offer from Lyons so that the parcel can continue to be taxed.  Starr stated she 

would abstain from discussion and vote, as she is a member of the Historical Society. Sargent listed the 

property at $30,000. Ehrlenbach stated that a counteroffer could be made to either or both buyers. The 

Assessment is $45,400; it is a buildable house lot with a derelect shed.  The Historical Society would like 

to build on the lot in the future, as a location for the Historical Society. Lyons, according to Hanscom, 

would like to put a dwelling on the property for his daughter. Vander Zanden stated that the offers 

seemed opportunistic. Hodgkins agreed that the offers were low. The taxes due are $3,111.38. The 

property has been on the market for only 30 days. Ehrlenbach recommended that the board counter at 

$15,000. Motion to counter both offers with $15,000, to be made and signed by Ehrlenbach, to be kept 

secret from each buyer, and for additional time until next board meeting was made by Vander Zanden, 

and seconded by Hanscom. Vote 4 yes, 1 Abstain. 

 

c. Quitclaim Deed: Map 2/Lot 50. Motion to sign made by Hodgkins, seconded by Vander Zanden. Vote: 

5 Yes. 

 

d. Concealed Weapons Permit. Signed by Ehrlenbach. No information known regarding the upcoming 

Concealed Weapons class proposed for Municipal Officers. 

 

e. Break-ins. No citizens attended to discuss this.  Vander Zanden’s home was broken into, but the 

perpetrator was found.  

 

f. TIF Policies & Guidelines: A call came to the tax office from Mr. Olsen, of Olsen & Bierman. He asked 

what he had to do to place his property in a Tax Increment Financing (TIF) district. A company is 

considering leasing the property for a business that would provide approximately 20 jobs. Trenton has a 

policy for TIFs. Ehrlenbach stated that Display Concepts was already a TIF and it would only need to be 

renewed. It was recommended that Olsen present the business plan informally to the Planning Board to 

be sure the use is permitted, engage an attorney to assist with the involved process, and finally present 

the proposal to the Board of Selectmen for decision. Ehrlenbach stated that the early paperwork was 

probably in the tax files. If this is pursued, the town will need to engage an attorney as well. 

 

VII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrant(s):  Motion to approve made by Hodgkins, seconded by 

Hanscom. Vote:  5 Yes.   

 



VIII.   Other Business: Vander Zanden remarked that Dave Rand wants to come back to the Planning 

Board as an Alternate member.  The appraisal for the Narrows Too was received by the Board of 

Assessors’. An attorney from South Portland has phoned and would like to begin a dialogue with the 

Assessors to see if a compromise can be reached before the meeting with the State Board of Appeals.  

 

IX.  Adjournment:  Move to adjourn made by Vander Zanden, seconded by Hodgkins. The meeting 

adjourned at 8:40 pm. 

 

 


