
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF September 2,  2014 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance:  Fred Ehrlenbach, 

Dick Vander Zanden, Susan Starr,  Carlene Hanscom, Mark Remick, and Carol Walsh.   

Visitors:  Ray H. Keene, Steve Heckman, Kevin Hallett, Steve Corson. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE VOLUNTEER BENEFIT ORDINANCE. 

 

Meeting  Opened at 7:08 pm. 

 

It was explained that the ordinance change permits the discount to be given to those volunteers under 

60 years of age. There were no comments. A Special Town Meeting is scheduled for two weeks from 

tonight, September 16th. 

 

Public Hearing closed at 7:09 pm.   

 

II.   Visitors Comments:  None 

 

III.   Approval of Minutes of August 19, 2014.  Vander Zanden motioned to approve and Hanscom 

seconded.  Vote:  5 Yes.  

 

IV.    Administrative Summary Report:  An additional culvert, which had been welded shut in the 

past,  has been located under the Goose Cove Road. It will be removed and Eaton will fill.  Water 

treatment repairs seem to be working well.  

 

V.  OLD BUSINESS: 

 

a. Floating Dock System:  No news.  

 

 b.   CEO Update:  Report Attached.  

 

c. Fire Department: Report Attached. 

 

d. Special Town Meeting:  Remick motioned, and Starr seconded, to sign the warrant for 

the Special town meeting for the Volunteer Benefits Ordinance, September 16th.  

  

VI. NEW BUSINESS:  

 

a. Mr. Keene, who owns a resale shop, Acadia Antiques, would like to expand his business to 

include the activities of a pawn broker. He had received guidance from the State of Maine 



(not further identified), that the Town of Trenton would have to enact an ordinance to 

permit this expansion.  After discussion, it was determined that a special ordinance was not 

necessary; the town already has a Land Use Ordinance, which describes the permitted 

activities in each zone, to include the Gateway Commercial zone. Resale is permitted in Mr. 

Keene’s zone.  Ehrlenbach suggested that if Keene needed something from the town 

explaining that his activity is permitted, he should approach the Planning Board, so that a 

letter could be written clarifying that this is an acceptable activity in Trenton. 

 

b.  Straight Line Painting has given a quote for the ceiling in the Fire Department of $600, 

which was within the budget. The Fire Department has considered replacing some of the 

lighting in that particular area. A quote for updated lighting will be obtained, so that it can 

be determined whether to remove the lights before or after the painting. The board chose 

to postpone a decision on the lighting until the next meeting, when more information is 

available.  Vander Zanden moved approval of the painting bid and Hanscom seconded.  Vote 

5 Yes. 

 

VII.     Approval of Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants:  Motion to approve made by Starr and 

seconded by Hanscom. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VIII.       Other Business:       There was some discussion of the Accounting and Budget documents, 

concerning minor revisions that would need to be made in account placement, etc.  

 

 Discussion at the upcoming Solid Waste Committee Meeting will center on whether to accept only 

Plastics 1 and 2, or to continue accepting Plastics 1 through 7. The debate being that accepting Plastics 1 

through 7 removes more trash from the environment, but there appears to be a negative dollar return 

on any but Plastics 1 and 2. A decision to not accept Plastics 3 through 7 will require widespread 

explanation to the public regarding the change, and PERC fees will increase due to larger trash 

requirements. 

 

There will be Mass Casualty exercise at the airport on October 4th, in which the Trenton Volunteer Fire 

Department, among other agencies, will participate.  The Trenton Municipal building will serve as the 

Operations Center. This exercise meets FAA requirements for the airport.  Corson suggested that new 

radios and pagers might be included in the next year’s budget consideration. The fire department has 

recently attained two, and possibly three new members. Remick relayed that he had observed an NPRC 

program regarding Americorps and Vistacorps grants which contribute to increased volunteer rolls.  

Corson reported on the activities of the fire department in August and it became clear that the 

ambulance personnel do not always have clear directions to, or knowledge of the roadways in Trenton. 

 

IX.       Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Remick and seconded by Hanscom. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm. 

 

 


