
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 3, 2013 MEETING 

 

I.  Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance:  Carol Walsh, Fred Ehrlenbach, 

Carlene Hanscom, Michael Hodgkins, Dick Vander Zanden, and Susan Starr.  Those in the audience included Peter 

Lazas, Betsy Meister, Bertha Higgins, Marion Emery, Charlotte Parker, Hazel Fox, James Lyons, Laura Conary, Patti 

Billings, George Hopkins, and Jen Merriam. 

 

II.  Public Comments: Pete Lazas asked who would plow the new extension between the Narrows Too and 

the Grange. He was advised to inquire of MDOT, as it is not a town road.  This being the only access into the 

Grange, it would need to be plowed. Walsh offered to provide Bruce Madson’s email address to further inquiry. 

Ehrlenbach asked whose land it was and Lazas believed it was land taken by the state to complete the road 

construction. 

 

Lazas asked if the town would consider working with the Chamber of Commerce to sell advertising on the public 

access channel. This could be a source of revenue for the town as well as the chamber. Vander Zanden admitted 

that the channel does not work well and is not often watched. Vander Zanden further stated that he would be 

willing to see that joint venture work. Ehrlenbach asked what the contractual arrangements are between the town 

and the public access channel. Walsh will check with Time Warner to determine if there any restrictions to the 

local access channel. 

 

III.   Approval of Minutes of the General Assistance Public Hearing and the Selectmen’s Meeting of August 20, 

2013. Motion to accept by Hodgkins and seconded by Vander Zanden.  Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

IV.    Administrative Summary Report:  Walsh has tried to reach Chad Blanchard, to no avail. Hodgkins spoke 

with Blanchard the week before, who acknowledged that someone from the town office had called him a week 

ago. He has removed his personal belongings from the sand/salt shed and has left it unlocked. Two truckloads of 

salt will be ordered and Bruiser will do the mixing.  Regarding Blanchard’s bond, he must set up an LLC in order to 

get one. Walsh has offered to assist him with this task. Vander Zanden moved that Blanchard be directed to get a 

bond within 30 days or the Board of Selectmen will consider terminating his contract; Starr seconded. Hodgkins 

suggested that Blanchard be asked to come to the next board meeting. It was determined that there is a difference 

between the bond required for a cleaning contract, which covers theft, damage or pilferage; while, the bond for 

the snowplowing contract guarantees that the contractor will perform as agreed. The bond that Blanchard needs 

may require inspection of equipment and financials. Walsh stated that MMA Risk Management is requiring that 

proof of workmens’ compensation from independent contractors on any additional employees. Motion and 

second were withdrawn. Blanchard will be asked to attend. Hodgkins motioned to have Blanchard come to the 

next meeting; Starr seconded. Vote: 5 Yes 

 

V.   Old Business.  

 

a. Friends of Acadia: Bob DeForest, with Maine Coast Heritage Trust, spoke regarding access to property 

which the Friends of Acadia wishes to give to the Town of Trenton. David McDonald and Stephanie 

Clement were unable to attend. Research into the right of way issue has revealed that the old Turnpike 

Road, commissioned in 1853, describes the road going from Bayside Road to Route 3, alongside the 

Cousins land, which is now Romer property. The old Turnpike Road centerline follows the line between 



abutting properties. Upon decommissioning or abandoning the road, the northerly half of the Turnpike 

Road reverted back to land owned by those abutters, while the southerly half of the Turnpike Road could 

continue to be used as a 20 ft. wide right of way across the MDOT land. Friends of Acadia retained this 

same right of way when the property was split with MDOT. MDOT has stated that it has no problem with 

the public accessing the land being given to Trenton. While many people will use the paved roadway into 

the Acadia Gateway Center to access the nature trail, any forestry needs could be accomplished via the 

Old Turnpike Road Right of Way.  Ehrlenbach stated that with this knowledge, the deed could be 

conveyed at any time. Maine Coast Heritage Trust will hold a conservation easement on the property. The 

deed will come to the Town Office. 

 

b. Traffic Enhancement/Small Harbor MOU: A meeting with the county commissioners revealed an interest 

in making changes to the MOU. Dan Stewart provided background on the scenic turnout to the 

commissioners. The commissioners were interested in budget details, responsibilities, etc. They required 

that the privy and bike racks be relocated to the other side; budget figures that the town expects to pay 

for the scenic town upkeep and pier upkeep.  John Bennett and Ryan Swanson have been asked to submit 

these budget estimates. The commissioners also want language that will provide protection from the 

town backing away from the responsibility. MDOT will assist with this verbage. 

 

c. Licensed Plumbing Inspector (LPI)/Alternate LPI: Hodgkins spoke with Arthur LaBelle today. LaBelle 

provided examples of inspections and work that he does for the town which may not have been known 

previously. LaBelle did not feel there was a need for an alternate; he believes that the CEO should be able 

to act as an alternate on occasion. LaBelle is paid for the permits and the accompanying inspections. The 

CEO has assisted in the past and is now working on the Wentworth grant request. LaBelle does not want 

to take additional responsibility for no additional pay, or for minimum wage. LaBelle offered to do excess 

work for $20 per hour, which the board discussed and found to be a reasonable amount. Hodgkins 

believes that the board may want to entertain seeking an individual who can be both LPI and CEO.  

Ehrlenbach spoke with  Millard Billings, who said he will be happy to be an Alternate LPI for Trenton. He is 

also a CEO.  Walsh provided that Lou Hutchins is also an LPI and CEO. The board thought duplicity is 

acceptable if no additional expenses are incurred.  Ehrlenbach volunteered to speak again with Billings 

regarding occasional LPI work when LaBelle is unavailable. 

 

d. Foreclosed Property Sale: Ehrlenbach called the real estate agent regarding the plan to counter both 

offers at the last meeting; the realtor advised that the town should decline the initial proposals, in the 

event that both might have said “yes” to the counter. Vander Zanden moved to rescind the previous 

motion to counter both offers; Hanscom seconded this motion. Vote:  4 Yes. Starr abstained. Hanscom 

motioned to decline both offers from the previous meeting; Vander Zanden seconded.  Vote: 4 Yes, Starr 

abstained. Meister provided a letter to all board members from the Historical Society. Vander Zanden 

stated he resented the accusation that the board does not understand the mission of the society. He 

believed that the society had the best interest of the town at heart. He stated that the board has the 

obligation to get the most that it can for the property for the benefit of the town.  Hodgkins agreed. Both 

envelopes were sealed until opened by Ehrlenbach. From the Trenton Historical Society: $8,500; closing 

by Oct 4
th

; marketable deed. The town can only do a quitclaim deed. From James Lyon: $7,750; closing by 

Oct 4
th

; marketable deed.  Vander Zanden noted that in one case the property would be taken off the tax 

roles, and that in the other case it would continue to provide revenue. The taxes are approximately $454 

per year as raw land. The listing has been in effect approximately 60 days. Hanscom took exception to the 

letter, stating that no one wanted the “hysterical” society to feel like the board was terming them 



opportunistic. Vander Zanden moved that both offers be rejected and that the town continue to market 

the property. Hanscom seconded the motion. Vander Zanden believed that the property would sell for 

more given more time on the market. Hodgkins thought that it might be in the best interest if the town 

recoups the taxes with a sale for $8,500; that the town is not in the real estate business. Hodgkins recalled 

that the town has a piece of property near the school and that it is sad to see the society buy this land for 

$8,500. Vote: 1 Yes, 3 Opposed; Starr abstained. Hodgkins motioned to accept the offer of $8,500 from 

the Historical Society. Vander Zanden seconded. Vote: 4 Yes, Starr abstained. 

 

VI.    New Business. 

 

a. Planning Board Alternate Appointments: David Rand for 2 years, motioned by Vander Zanden, seconded 

by Starr, Vote: 5 Yes. John Whetstone for 3 years, motioned by Vander Zanden and seconded by 

Hodgkins. Vote 5 Yes 

b. Hodgkins had a couple of calls recently regarding water along Route 3; drainage accumulating around the 

covered bridge to the business park. Vander Zanden commented that Goose Cove Road has a severe 

wash-out. Ehrlenbach recommended that the road commissioner be asked to take care of the Goose Cove 

Road area. 

 

 

VII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrant(s):  Motion to approve made by Hodgkins, seconded by Hanscom. 

Vote:  5 Yes.   

 

VIII.   Other Business: At the next meeting the Veterans Memorial Committee will be appointed. Walsh will 

check with those interested to see if that interest still exists.  

 

A capital improvement plan will be discussed at the next meeting.  

 

IX.  Adjournment:  Move to adjourn made by Hodgkins, seconded by Hanscom. The meeting adjourned at 

8:40 pm. 

 

 


