
 

 

TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN - September 4, 2012 – 7:00 p.m. 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  all Selectmen were present.   

Visitors: Jane Disney,  Emma Fox, & Bridie McGeart of MDI Bio Lab, Doug Monson, David 

Rand, Judson Rand, George Hopkins 

 

II. Public Comments:  David Rand spoke concerning taxes.  He feels it would have been better 

prior to issuing tax bills with a $1,000 increase, to explain better why a large increase had to 

happen.  He did not receive the letter that was sent.  Starr will be sure he does get the letter.  

Hanscom said Gary Gagen did review the shoreland property as it had not been re-evaluated 

since the 1989.  Mr. Rand said he has no problem with what had to be done, but more with 

the way it was done.  Hodgkins asked if the Town had done a step up previously, and it was 

determined that they had.  In this case the notice of the change was triggered by a series of 

sales indicating the property was undervalued.  Starr will ask the State if it is possible to 

make changes of this type in stages.  The State is the authority.  Board felt advance notice in 

future years would be reasonable.   

 

III. Approval of Minutes of August 21, 2012:  It was Moved (Hodgkiins) and Seconded (Starr) to 

approve the minutes of August 21, 2012 as     Vote:  5 - 0 

 

IV. Old Business:  Reminder of the upcoming Hazardous Waste pick up in October at MDI high 

school 

 

V. New Business 

a. Frenchman Bay Partners – Jane Disney, MDI BIO Lab-slide presentation. Disney 

provided background on the Frenchman Bay Partners and invited the Town to provide 

input on items they felt the Partnership should address.  The Board recommended John 

Bennett as the Trenton liaison to this group, assuming his willingness to act in that 

capacity. 

 

VI. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrant(s):  It was Moved (Vander Zanden) and Seconded 

(Hanscom) to approve the warrants as presented.  Vote: 5 – 0.  

 



 

VII. Other Business: Selectmen comments or issues:  It was Moved  (Hodgkins) and Seconded 

(Vander Zanden) that Sue Starr be appointed to vote at the MMA convention, with Carlene 

Hanscom as alternate. .  Vote:  5 – 0. 

 

Monson reported that the Gray Road has been done.   He received a proposal from Lane to 

shim and overlay the Gray Road for about $16,600 and recommends acceptance of the bid.  It 

was Moved Hodgkins and Seconded Hanscom to accept the quote from Lane for Gray Road 

paving and shimming and upon completion of the road, to permanently post the road to a 

limit 23,500#’s  gross vehicle weight.  Vote:  5 – 0.  It was Moved (Starr) and Seconded 

(Hanscom) to post the Deasey Road and Oak Point Road extension for 23 500#’s gross 

vehicle weight as a  permanent year round posting. Vote:  5 – 0.    It was Moved (Hodgkins) 

and Seconded (Vander Zanden) to authorize the Road Commissioner carry through to get the 

cracks on Goose Coave Road repaired before winter.  Vote:  5 – 0.  Monson wants to have 

some of the cracks on Goose Cove Road ground out and repaired.   Vander Zanden asked if 

there was anything in the Ordinance that would enforce repair of that Town road should it be 

damaged.  Ehrlenbach said the Planning Board has the authority to make repair a condition of 

a permit.    

 

Concerning the court case for abatement, Starr reported that Eaton Peabody has made a 

motion to dismiss the charge to the court.  No response at present.   

 

Hodgkins asked Hopkins how  the sign issue was left on Keith Clark’s property, and was 

another sign required, or have they done what they were supposed to do?  Hopkins will 

review and report.   Hanscom said it was originally decided that the owners could keep the 

signs they had, and in the Spring they were supposed to put up a new sign with a better 

appearance.  There are many small signs along the side of the roads at that sight which must 

be addressed as well.   

 

Ehrlenbach reminded the Board that Monday the 10
th
 of September is the Budget Committee 

Caucus at this locatiaon.  Hanscom agrees to be nominated to replace Swanson. 

 

The trees at the front of the office (cedars) need to be trimmed.  Harrington has done it 

previously.  Walsh to get informal proposal from all concerned.  It was Moved (Starr) and 

Seconded (Hanscom) to authorize the Administrative Assistant to accept bids for trimming 

and to accept the one deemed appropriate.  Vote:  5 – 0. 

 

VIII. Adjournment:  It was Moved (VanderZanden) and Seconded (Hanscom) to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:15 p.m.   Vote:  5 - 0 

 


