
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF October 1, 2013 MEETING 

 

I.  Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance:  Fred Ehrlenbach, 

Carlene Hanscom, Michael Hodgkins, Dick Vander Zanden, and Susan Starr.   

 

II.   Visitors Comments:  Scott Snowman commented that he was not in a position to complete the 

agreement for tax payments that he had made with the town.  He lost his job and asked that he be given 

30 days more to enable him to place a disability application; until Nov 1st, to begin monthly payments. 

He also now rents a home on his property (creating $600 income) so has that additional income. None 

of the taxes owed have yet been paid.  Hodgkins recommended that Snowman inform Walsh when she 

returns regarding any change to the payment plan. Snowman believes he will be able to pay about $600 

per month.  Ehrlenbach asked if Snowman had investigated a home equity loan with a bank. Snowman 

said that he could check into that.  Starr stated that if another 30 days were granted, a concrete plan for 

the payments must be made and adhered to. Vander Zanden moved that another 30 days be granted 

with the proviso that a written plan be given to Walsh. Starr seconded. Vote:  5 Yes. 

 

III.   Approval of Minutes of July 23, 2013. Motion to accept made by Starr, seconded by Hodgkins. 

Votes:  5 Yes. 

 

IV.    Administrative Summary Report:  Vander Zanden asked if there had been follow-up from other 

prospective buyers for the Kaminski property. The Lyons’ were in attendance this evening.  They stated 

that they have put in a subsequent offer, although it had not yet been delivered to the town office. Ms. 

Lyons presented a copy of the offer. Walsh and Ehrlenbach had met with Jane Birkhead of the Ellsworth 

American regarding the town website.  

 

V.     Old Business:   

 

 a. Floating Pier:  Starr reported that the MOU had that morning been signed by the County 

Commissioners.  A motion to sign the MOU was made by Starr and seconded by Vander Zanden. Vote:  5 

Yes. 

 

 b. Kaminski Property Sale:  The Lyons’ offered $4,000 with condition that the Town of Trenton 

will grant in writing permission to replace the existing septic system. Ehrlenbach explained that the 

Licensed Plumbing Inspector must make the determination regarding the septic system. Closing to be 

November 2nd. Vander Zanden moved to accept the offer; Hanscom seconded. Vote:  5 Yes. 

 

 c. Goose Cove Road Ditching:  Monson reported that he had been working evenings on this 

problem. He hopes to have resolution by the end of the week. He fixed the largest flaw by hand. The 

shoulder needs some work and some driveways need to be shaped over the culverts. The ditches are 

too deep. Blanchard does not return Monson’s calls. Monson has been in contact with Patrick Jordan.  



Monson brought up the subject of trimming trees on Oak Point Road (extension). So far he has found no 

one to do this short portion of cutting.  The sand (2,500 yards) has been received and two loads of salt. 

Monson was surprised that the shed would hold that amount along with about 1,000 yards that had 

been left over.  

 

 c. Solid Waste Disposal: Peter Rees provided information regarding future plans for solid waste 

disposal for the region. MRC has been researching the future, including technologies used 

internationally, for trash disposal. Some legislation has been introduced in Maine to lock PERC into the 

current pattern, making them unable to use alternative methods.  Roderick Carr, a lobbyist in Augusta, is 

proposing that towns go along with the legislation and Carr may be sending a letter to the 

municipalities. Rees asked that if a letter arrived at Trenton, the town should think twice about 

supporting the legislation. Vander Zanden mentioned that less cardboard is being recycled. Morris 

Yachts produces about 1 ton each month. Pine Tree takes the cardboard, does not deliver it to our 

recyclers, but sells it themselves and returns nothing to Morris Yachts or the town. Vander Zanden 

suggested that the town may want to place a dumpster at Morris, which would cost less than the return 

on the cardboard. He cautioned that this would be setting a precedent.  Ehrlenbach was reluctant to 

begin this process unless it would be town-wide. Rees suggested that a base in required cardboard be 

set with the donor before a dumpster is placed on location. Increased recycling could go toward 

percentages supporting future grants to the town.  

 

 d. Health Officer’s Report: Photos provided by Vander Zanden, which did not display any 

illegalities, other than unlicensed vehicles. Ehrlenbach stated that there was a fenced lot with numerous 

unlicensed autos in his neighborhood. The owners were leaving stripped autos in the woods. It was 

unknown if toxic liquids were being drained into the ground. Hodgkins suggested that the CEO be 

informed of these problems. Vander Zanden spoke recently with Terry Towne of Lamoine who is an LPI. 

Hodgkins suggested that we place a RFP for a Code Enforcement Office within the next year, since there 

are several qualified people residing in the general area who could qualify. Discussion ensued regarding 

whether there should be only one CEO or whether there could be a deputy CEO as well.  Hodgkins 

recommended that a CEO be required to spend some regular hours at the town office each week. 

Ehrlenbach suggested that the town advertise for a CEO to start July 1st 2014.  

 

VI.    New Business: 

 

 a. Debit/Credit Card Payments:  Ehrlenbach stated that there have been many requests to use 

credit cards for payments. It would not cost the town anything because the 3% expense could be passed 

on to the client as a fee.  Vander Zanden recommended that Walsh look into it to make sure she will be 

comfortable with the policy. Hanscom was opposed to the idea. This would not include auto 

registrations.   

 

 b. Town Website:  Ehrlenbach and Walsh met with Jane Birkhead, of the Ellsworth American, 

who was going to contact Lighthouse Solutions to redo the website; which would include tax maps, 



ordinances. minutes of meetings, etc. So far the expected cost to rebuild the site has been quoted at 

$3,000. A quote from Lighthouse Solutions should be forthcoming. 

 

VII.     Approval of Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants:  Motion to approve made by Hodgkins.  

Starr seconded. Vote:  5 Yes. 

 

VIII.       Other Business:   

 

 a. Selectmen comments or issues:  Hanscom discussed a phone call she had received regarding 

the Scott property, one of the foreclosed properties. The individual wanted to know how the property 

could be used.  Hanscom provided the CEO’s phone number.  Ehrlenbach recommended that the caller 

be sent to the Planning Board, as some uses could be permitted on the lot. 

 

 b. Starr stated that not all funding had yet been acquired for the floating pier.  The MDOT Small 

Harbor Improvement Program grant has opened once again and the Small Harbor Committee has 

prepared a Letter of Intent requiring Ehrlenbach’s signature as Chairman of the Board. Starr made a 

motion that the Chairman signs the Letter of Intent. Hodgkins seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

IX.       Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Vander Zanden, seconded by Hanscom. Meeting 

adjourned at 8:15 pm. 

 

 


