
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF OCTOBER 14, 2014 

 

PUBLIC MEETING:  GENERAL ASSISTANCE ORDINANCE 

 

Public Comments:  None 

 

Discussion:  Vander Zanden asked if the allowances in this ordinance were different than those of last 

year.  Walsh answered that each year they become less.   Hanscom motioned to approve the ordinance 

as read;  Starr seconded. The ordinance was approved. 

 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm.  In attendance:  Fred Ehrlenbach, 

Dick Vander Zanden, Susan Starr, Carlene Hanscom, and Carol Walsh.  Excused:  Mark 

Remick. Visitors:  Steve Corson. 

 

II. Visitor Comments:  None. 

 

III. Approval of Minutes of September 30, 2014.  Hanscom motioned to accept the minutes as 

read.  Starr seconded.  Vote:  4 Yes. 

 

IV. Administrative Summary Report:  The final cost on the water treatment repair was $300 

over the bid amount, not to be made up by the town. The recycle station paving is 

complete. 

 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 

 

a. Floating Dock System:  A meeting of members of both committees is scheduled for 

this Thursday afternoon at the town office to determine if there are assurances for 

the town that can be placed within the new draft Memorandum of Agreement 

between the County Commissioners and the Town of Trenton.  As the MOU now 

stands, the town has no authority or guarantee for the use of the ramp and pier, 

while all monetary responsibility rests with the town. A recent discussion with the 

Airport Manager earlier in the week regarding the MOU draft it became apparent 

that FAA can permit no involvement from any entity outside of the airport.  Exhibit 

A has not been seen, and was awaiting Trenton’s input regarding the enhancements 

desired (i.e. picnic tables, privy, bicycle rack, etc.).  There can be no permanent 

structures per FAA, such as picnic table canopy or privy. The airport can provide no 

funding for maintenance, nor can it funnel funds from the county for such. There 

can be no supporting document such as an addendum to the MOU.   A release 

would be required before any structure could encumber the property.  The airport 

does not wish to give up any land from aeronautical use and the county does not 



wish to pay the expense of a release. The airport manager realizes that the position 

of FAA and the airport may present an impasse for these projects. Hanscom spoke 

with Steve Joy earlier in the week and he indicated that there does not appear to be 

any gray area in which the airport manager can offer flexibility. Joy stated that no 

money could be obtained from the pier that could be given back to the town. Joy 

indicated that there was nothing the County Commissioners could offer that would 

help the situation. Vander Zanden suggested that the plans for the Scenic Turnout 

be withdrawn from that location.  Starr found it unbelievable that FAA has taken 

such a negative stance against the town’s involvement.  Starr suggested that the 

town approach FAA to see if this community effort could be moved forward as 

originally planned.  Vander Zanden suggested that we approach our legislators, but 

thought an approach to FAA should come first. Ehrlenbach recommended that the 

committees review the MOU and make their best suggestions and that their product 

be taken to the Commissioners. Hanscom suggested that an alternate location for 

the Scenic Turnout enhancements might be at the beginning of the Trenton Trail 

behind the Acadia Gateway Center.  It was decided that MDOT representatives be 

included in any meeting with Hoyle Tanner and FAA. A letter was prepared to the 

County Commissioners, with copies to MDOT reps, explaining that the draft MOU 

does not reflect the best interest of Trenton and was therefore no acceptable. A 

motion to sign was made by Hanscom and seconded by Vander Zanden.   

 

VI.  NEW BUSINESS: 

 

a. Dispatch Services:  Corson explained that he spoke privately about the RCC 

dispatch service two weeks ago. The private conversation resulted erroneously 

in the county budgeting for Trenton’s inclusion. As Chief, he is more please with 

the dispatch capability the department is now receiving from Ellsworth Dispatch 

than he had been. He has since visited the RCC and been able to discuss joining 

it. He recognizes benefits of the RCC, but admits it is nearly double the price. He 

is now better informed but not ready to make a change.  

 

b. Corson described the Mass Casualty exercise held at the Hancock County-Bar 

Harbor Airport held on October 3rd. Trenton Volunteer Fire Department and its 

Mutual Aid Companies, the Sheriff’s Office, EMA, EMS, the Airport Fire 

Department, Red Cross, Airport Management, Airport Maintenance all 

participated. There will be some lessons learned, but much improved over the 

first exercise three years ago.  Fire suppression and command structure worked 

extremely well. There will be a debriefing on Oct 23, 2014 at 5:00 pm at the 

airport, for all participating agencies. 

 

VII. APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND PAYROLL WARRANTS: Motion to approve made by 

Vander Zanden and seconded by Starr. Vote:  4 Yes. 



 

VIII. Other Business:  Starr asked if any input had been received from the Veterans’ Memorial 

Committee, to which Walsh answered in the negative.  Vander Zanden stated that he had 

expected to see evidence of a chosen location by this time. Vander Zanden provided an 

update regarding Solid Waste:  MRC is objecting to the PERC budget which includes $5,000 

for lobbying.  It was noted by Board members that there was no published Trenton 

community news in either of our local newspapers.  The community is not receiving 

newsworthy details. We have lost this resource to get information to our residents. Vander 

Zanden volunteered to call Earl Brechlin regarding this void in the community columns.  

Walsh suggested that a newsletter might be advisable.  Starr suggested that a newsletter be 

timed to include all Firemen’s Pancake Breakfasts, discussion of any issues that are coming 

at Town Meeting, etc. Vander Zanden suggested that it be an ”Community Events” page on 

the town website, and that newsworthy Solid Waste Committee information be added to 

the page.  

 

IX. Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Vander Zanden and seconded by Hanscom.  Vote 

4 Yes.  Meeting adjourned at 7: 55 pm. 

 

 

 


