
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF OCTOBER 28, 2014 

 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.  In attendance:  Fred Ehrlenbach, 

Dick Vander Zanden, Mark Remick, Susan Starr, Carlene Hanscom, and Carol Walsh.   

Visitors:  Steve Corson. 

 

II. Visitor Comments:  None. 

 

III. Approval of Minutes of October 14, 2014.  Ehrlenbach corrected the monetary figure, page 

3, Section VIII, $5,000 for lobbying should be $500,000. Hanscom motioned to accept the 

minutes as amended.  Starr seconded.  Vote:  5 Yes. 

 

IV. Administrative Summary Report:  Regarding Kelly Herrick’s departure, Starr asked if there 

was any greater assurance that can be built in to what Trenton offers for that position, the 

goal being to keep an administrative employee longer. A pattern has been repeated of hiring 

and training a Clerk, only to lose the employee to other municipalities that may have a 

better employment package. Walsh suggested that retirement plans, insurance plans and 

higher salaries can all contribute to keeping employees longer.  Vander Zanden suggested 

that we check with MMA’s salary data to see how Trenton compares.  Ehrlenbach stated 

that the position being discussed is actually a position at the beginning end of a government 

career. Starr suggested incremental raises reflecting the increasing level of training, and 

experience the employee attains. Vander Zanden suggested that a percentage be placed in a 

retirement account, making the account a vested account maturing over years, to be 

matched by the employee. Walsh has received several applications for the position.  

November 4th is the closing date.  

 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 

 

a. Floating Dock System: Starr summarized a phone call with Tim LeSiege, Project 

Manager for the floating pier and scenic turnout. The draft MOU has been reviewed 

by MDOT and FAA.  FAA has recommended  some changes, particularly assurances 

that the airport hold up its part of the bargain.  If it should fail, FAA can withdraw 

funding.  There are about 20 assurances that FAA wants to insure are in the 

document.  All airports must adhere to all FAA standards. They are all under FAA 

control. Enhancements to that section of the airport will be enhancements to the 

seaplane ramp.  FAA is blind to the fact that boats us it.  FAA has no compass 

landing or sea lane, no documentation exists regarding this as a seaplane ramp in 

FAA holdings, although they  are aware of its existence as a “seaplane base.” It still 

falls within FAA control and must have assurances.  The seaplane runway  will have 

to be protected and this will apply to the placement of moorings.  



b. At FAA, Luke Garrison reviews float plans and landside changes. Tom Vick, 

Compliance Officer, reviews all contracts and makes sure that the contract does not 

give away oversight or authority for airport property. Regarding the SHIP grant 

money, MDOT will make every effort to fit this money to the building of the pier, to 

accommodate the town.  Tim states that the airport manager is doing the best he 

can for the town in the position he has been placed by FAA.   

c. A release of the property may be the way to go, although FAA rarely likes to release 

land. The process contains about 20 questions that must be answered and costs 

approximately $25,000. It requires an appraisal ($12,000) a lawyer for deed writing 

($ 3 to 4,000), purchase of the land at fair market value. FAA must agree to give up 

the land and the proceeds go to the airport. Sometimes, according to Tim, 

enhancements like picnic tables just don’t work out. Regarding the traffic 

enhancements, it may not be so hard to change the elements to another venue. This 

might be the easiest part of the whole effort.  The SHIP money is for the pier and it 

is unknown if the SHIP money could be used at another location. Possibly it could 

be.  The new SHIP contact at MDOT is Fred Michaud. Many of the MDOT players 

have changed. 

d. The airport manager did invite the FAA Compliance Officer to meet with the 

committee representatives. The invitation was sent out nearly two weeks ago and 

no response has been received.  Ehrlenbach discussed a lease of the land from the 

county, as opposed to purchase, which eliminates the need to pay fair market value. 

A release would permit the town to have a privy and canopy at the park site. There 

would be no deed transfer costs with a lease.  

e. Starr will attend the next County Commissioners’ meeting, at which they will 

possibly review the letter from Trenton.  Starr will contact the Airport Manager to 

get an update on the meeting with Tom Vick. 

 

VI.  NEW BUSINESS: 

 

a. Veterans’ Day – Board Meeting:  Ehrlenbach suggested a motion to have 

warrants prepared for Monday, November 10th, and authorizing board 

members to come in individually to sign the warrants between 2:00 and 6:00 

pm. There will not be a formal board meeting on November 11th. The next board 

meeting will be on the regularly scheduled day of November 25th.  Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VII. APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND PAYROLL WARRANTS: Motion to approve made by 

Vander Zanden and seconded by Starr. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VIII. Other Business:   

 

a. There was again discussion regarding the news void in the local newspapers regarding 

Trenton.  



 

b.  Starr questioned what input had been received from the Veterans’ Memorial 

Committee. Patti Leland had provided to Walsh that the committee had some interest in 

property previously known as the “Kaminski Property” on Oak Point Road. Because of a 

search for heirs and taxes owed, this property may not be available for use until late in 

2015 or 2016. There is still an offer to purchase this property when it is available that is 

separate from the Veterans’ Memorial Committee. The board favors this property being 

put back on the tax rolls. Starr will prepare an email asking for more detail from the 

committee regarding their prioritization of sites. The email will require a written a 

response not later than December 9th. This is all in preparation for the next Town 

Meeting in May 2015. 

 

c. Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Remick and seconded by Hanscom.  Vote 5 

Yes.  Meeting adjourned at 7: 55 pm. 

 

 

 


