
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF October 29, 2013 MEETING 

 

I.  Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance:  Michael Hodgkins,  

Dick Vander Zanden, Carol Walsh  and Susan Starr.  Fred Ehrlenbach and Carlene Hanscom were absent.  

 

II.   Visitors Comments:  No Attendees; no comments. 

 

III.   Approval of Minutes of Oct 15, 2013. Starr moved to approve the minutes, Hodgkins seconded. 

Vote:  3 Yes  

 

IV.    Administrative Summary Report:  Hodgkins noted that no contact has been made by Snowman 

regarding the foreclosure of his property. Discussion ensued regarding the next step if he does not pay 

his taxes by November 1st. General consensus was that the board will have proceed to sell the property.  

Starr asked about the Kaminski property. In a phone call to Walsh, the granddaughter had expressed 

interest in the land. The buyers, (Lyons’), who have been in touch with her, expect to have the 

granddaughter sign a release for the property. They have been granted a 30 day extension to work out 

these details.   

 

Vander Zanden asked if Walsh had a renewal contract for Abbott. Walsh agreed to redo the last page of 

the contract for the current year. 

 

Walsh had contacted Lighthouse to obtain an estimate on the website. The estimate will be 

forthcoming. 

 

V.     Old Business:   

 

 a. Seaplane Ramp Update:  There have been two meetings in the last month. The first was with 

Doug Metchick and Steve Mullane of Morris Yachts, which was held at their request, at their location in 

Trenton. The purpose was to update them on the progress of obtaining funding and building a floating 

pier at the seaplane ramp. They were supportive of the plan and agreed that it will be an asset that 

Morris Yachts can use in their day-to-day business activities.  Vander Zanden, John Bennett, Bill 

Stockman, Shelly LaFonde and Starr attended.   They discussed options in repairing or replacing the 

fence along their property line, facing the scenic turnout. They also thought there might be some help 

with picnic tables. Their neighboring presence will also help with security and oversight of the property. 

Starr promised to provide them with the MDOT points of contact and the landscape architects working 

on that project so that they can coordinate.  

 

The second meeting was with Dan Stewart of MDOT. Held at the Town Office, and attended by Starr, 

Walsh and Jim Fisher of HCPC, this meeting initiated the submission of a new request for a Small Harbor 

Improvement Program (SHIP) grant. Although we do not know if the Boating Facilities Grant will be 



awarded, the SHIP grant will be an alternative in seeking the funds to complete the pier.  Stewart 

advised that in the future, SHIP grants will be awarded as the funds become available. There will not be 

a deadline for request submissions. Requests will be placed in a queue and funds will be awarded as 

they are received by MDOT. All-in-all the meeting was encouraging for a new request. 

 

 b. Veterans’ Committee:  Annemarie Swanson would like to serve on the committee. Patti 

Leland has two additional names of those who would like to serve. She will pass them to Walsh. It was 

hoped that by the first of the year, the committee will be formed and participants can be appointed. 

Walsh had several additional names to contact to determine interest. 

 

 c. Renew Recycling Attendant Contract:  New Contract, for $1200/year, begins November 1, 

2013 and ends October 30, 2014. Hodgkins motioned to approve the contract and Vander Zanden 

seconded.  The Solid Waste Committee unanimously agreed to keep Abbott on. Walsh has volunteered 

to look into the cost of a porta-john at the recycling center.  Vote:  3 Yes. 

 

 d. Extension of Contract for Kaminski property. Vander Zanden moved that the board ratify the 

30 day extension, which Ehrlenbach signed, seconded by Starr. Vote:  3 Yes. 

 

VI.    New Business: 

 

 a. Concealed Weapons Permits:  Vander Zanden moved approval for Ehrlenbach’s signature at a 

later date. Starr seconded. Vote:  3 Yes.   

 

 b. County Funds for Veterans’ Tax Relief:  This is a lump sum of Wind Turbine funds, provided 

through the County Commissioners, for all property owners registered for Veteran’s Exemptions. This is 

a third party payment of taxes. Walsh, as tax collector, will apply the equal shares to individual tax 

accounts. If taxes have already been paid, it will be recorded as a credit toward next year.  Vander 

Zanden moved to accept the third party payment of property taxes on behalf of veterans and widows of 

veterans who have exemptions on file as of April 1, 2013, and to apply said payments to property taxes 

for the current or future years. Starr seconded.  Vote:  3 Yes. 

 

 c. Christmas Eve Selectmens’ Meeting. The suggestion was made to cancel this meeting. 

Cancellation will be posted. Starr moved to authorize the Board of Selectmen to sign Payroll and 

Accounts Payable at the Town Office between December 20th and December 24th in lieu of a formal 

meeting.  Vander Zanden seconded. Vote:  3 Yes. 

 

VII.     Approval of Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants:  Motion to approve made by Starr and 

seconded by Vander Zanden. Vote:  3 Yes. 

 

VIII.       Other Business:   

 



 a. Street Lights:  Vander Zanden obtained a list of the locations of the town’s street lights from 

Bangor Hydro.  There are 17 total lights that are paid for by the town.  Further discussion was postponed 

until the Chairman can be present. 

 

 b. Resetting Traffic Light, Routes 3 & 230: Walsh will contact A & D Electric Company to see if 

the traffic light can be changed to flashing between 11:00 pm to 5:00 am.  

 

 c. Town Office Assistant: Kelly’s six month review is coming up soon. Walsh will conduct the 

review and intends to increase her wage. Walsh has the authority to increase the hourly wage up to the 

amount approved at town meeting. 

 

 d. Walsh has notified the Hancock County Registry of Deeds that we do not need hard copies of 

deeds. They will be taken from the internet. 

 

IX.       Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Vander Zanden and seconded by Starr. Meeting 

adjourned at 7:55 pm. 

 

 


