
 

 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
November  25, 2014 

MINUTES 
 
 

I. Call to Order 
 

II. Visitors Comments:  Steve Heckman spoke representing the Fire Department (TVFD).  He 
provided the report for October and reviewed same.  Heckman said the TVFD may be able 
to sell Mexico FD 6 of the old SVA’s at $300 each for a total of $1800.  Board members said 
the sale is at the discretion of the TVFD.  Hanscom asked why County Ambulance needs so 
much help with lifts.  Heckman said some situations do require help and the most recent lift 
assistance also required Lamoine as well.   

 
III. Approval of Minutes 

a. Regular Board Meeting  October 28, 2014:  It was Moved Remick and Seconded Vander 
Zanden that the minutes of October 28th, 2014 be accepted.  Discussion:  Vander Zanden 
said there were items in the minutes that were not discussed during the meeting, but 
which likely transpired later in the week, and he suggested that these items should be 
an addendum or memorandum and listed as follow-up.  The Board reviewed the 
minutes and agreed that items B, C and D were not discussed during the meeting.  The 
motion was amended by Vander Zanden and Seconded by Remick to state that the 
minutes were accepted with the stipulation that items B, C, and D should be listed as 
follow-up comments.  Vote:  Unanimous 
 

IV. Administrator’s report:    Walsh reported that Deana Workman, new hire replacing Kelly 
Herrick is working out very well.  The 15-16 heating fuel prices came in low and Walsh will 
ask Acadia Fuel for a contract at $2.65/gallon.                                    

 
V. Old Business:  Floating Dock  - update on MOU:  Vander Zanden said this is going nowhere 

and we should withdraw all out support until they recognize Trenton is a major component 
and he would prefer that the Town withdraw completely and find an alternate location.  He 
is not willing to have us commit Town funds when we have absolutely no authority to do 
anything.  He recommends withdrawing.  Hanscom feels we will not get anywhere with FAA 
and should not spend $25,000 for land and $12,000 for appraiser with no say in anything.  
Vander Zanden said Trenton has no control and the money would be better spent for a 
scenic turnout at the Acadia Gateway.  All agreed they would like to see the people use the 
ramp, and have a scenic turnout there,  but not if we have no say in this at all.  Vander 



Zanden said the town raised the consciousness for the use of the ramp. Ehrlenbach said the 
only ones using it as a seaplane ramp are true float planes to who have no wheels.  Vander 
Zanden said there is nothing here for Trenton to benefit from and we should put our money 
elsewhere.  The FAA e-mail did not sound committed.  Ehrlenbach and Hanscom agreed 
based on the tone of the e-mail from FAA.  It was Moved Vander Zanden and Seconded  
Hanscom that at the present time and given the present circumstances Trenton does not 
see a benefit to its citizens to pursue this project and we hope that that may change in the 
future.  Discussion:  Remick said he felt he was missing a couple of steps.  What happened 
between our saying yes we’re ready to go and now all these conditions are being put on by 
M-DOT or FAA.  Hanscom said we got a new airport manager and Alison may have made 
promises that she perhaps didn’t have the authority to make. She said the airport would do 
the security and take care of refuse and everything was ready to do. When Brad Madeira 
came in he went strictly by the FAA regulations.  Remick said to go from a cooperative 
agreement to a “you pay for it, we’ll tell you how to do it” agreement doesn’t work.  He said 
he would love to have a float ramp but if you’re not cooperating with the community why 
expect the community to pay for it, so he’s on board. He thinks this has gotten way out of 
control and questions how it got there.  Remick asked if the Town should let someone know 
how the Town feels.  Ehrlenbach said he sent a letter last month that said Trenton was not 
in agreement with the new MOU. Vander Zanden said the town should let them know we’re 
willing to relocate, but it would be nice to have that location.  The Board agreed not to sign 
the letter  to the Commissioners that was proposed.  He noted that the board had a motion 
and a second on the table and a vote was called.  Vote:  4 - 0 

 
VI. New Business: 

a. 2013 Veteran’s graves mowing:  Walsh told the Board that during the audit process 
neither she nor Wadman could locate a payout for the mowing of Veteran’s graves last 
year.  It appears that with the passing of Dan Robbins, no bill for that mowing was ever 
presented.  Walsh has calculated the amount of interest that year on the cemetery 
accounts in question and will create an invoice and pay the heirs to the estate.  
Historically those monies have been used to pay taxes, and Walsh will suggest that 
when the check is mailed.   Code Officer Report – Board was happy with the monthly 
reports.  Vander Zanden said he has talked with Angie and currently the end of the day 
from 5 – 6pm is very quiet.  Walsh verified that as a dead time, and suggested that 
perhaps that hour should be  tacked on to the summer hours.  Chamberlin will make a 
proposal if she feels the hours need to be changed.  Remick asked about the Wentworth 
septic.  Walsh said that will likely  happen in the spring as there will be more money 
available then.  Jordan will be asked to hold the price until spring, although their price 
was quite high. Board members felt that the project should likely go out to re-bid.  On 
the Norlens Water Treatment maintenance agreement the board agreed to a bi-
monthly contract at $99.00 each.   Moved Vander Zanden and Seconded Remick to 
approve a bi-monthly contract for maintenance at $99.00/month.  Vote:  unanimous 
Walsh will sign and send.   A check for $8,111.00 was received from MRC for the 
quarterly payout.   Hanscom asked if there was any reaction on the article in the 
Islander.  None  heard.     It was Moved Remick and Seconded Vander Zanden to accept 
the Acadia Fuel bid of $2.65 per gallon for the 15-16 fiscal year.Vote:  4 - 0 
 
Ehrlenbach asked about the abatements and supplements.  Hanscom said that the 
Collier house on Sea Haven was never taxed, and it was build 5 years ago.  Hanscom was 



asked to go down to Sea Haven and give Collier a house number.  When she arrived, he 
already had a house number.  He will receive a tax bill for three years which is the 
maximum the town can bill.                                                                                                                                              

 
VII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrant(s):  Hanscom moved to approve the warrants.  Remick 

noted the Board should approve those warrants that were signed.  It was Moved 

(Vander Zanden) and Seconded (Remick) to approve the warrants for this time with the 

proviso that warrants from the Trenton School will not be approved if not signed by the 

Trenton School Committee.  Vote:  4 – 0 (unanimous)  

 
VIII. Other Business:  Selectmen comments or issues covered  under  Item a, New Business. 

 
IX. Adjournment:  8:10 p.m. 

 


