
Town of Trenton 

Selectmens' Meeting 

December 10, 2013 
 

  

Attendees:  Fred Ehrlenbach, Mike Hodgkins, Carleen Hanscom, Dick Vander Zanden, Susan 

Starr and Carol Walsh. Those also in attendance:  Stephanie Clements, David McDonald, Steve 

Corson, Richard Gray, Steve Heckman, Bob DeForest. 

  

Visitors Comments:  Friends of Acadia (FOA) representatives presented the Town of Trenton 

with the property located behind the Gateway Center.  David McDonald, on behalf of FOA 

offered thanks and stated that the project had many phases. He acknowledged that the access, 

right-of-way issues had been settled.  A total of 216 acres, which the town agreed to accept at the 

last Town Meeting would now be owned by Trenton. He stated that it had been a treat to work on 

the Community Trail with the Parks and Recreation representatives and may others.  The deed 

would be to the Town of Trenton and a deed of Permanent Conservation Restrictions from FOA 

to the Maine Coast Heritage Trust would also be entered.  FOA agrees to be a resource in the 

future. Ehrlenbach agreed to record the deed.  Bob DeForest will record the survey. Terry Towne 

will be the point of contact for Maine Coast Heritage Turst with Trenton. 

  

Approval of Minutes of November 26, 2013 meeting:  Hanscom motioned to accept the 

minutes and Hodgkins seconded. Vote 5/0 

  

Administrative Summary Report:  Walsh reported that about 37 30 to 45 day lien notices had 

been sent out, containing approximately $61,000 in taxes due. She stated that many have made 

arrangements for payment. 

  

NEW BUSINESS: 

  

1. Fire Chief Resignation/New Appointment:  Chief Gray resigned, stating family 

commitments, as Fire Chief. The Fire Department proposed that Steve Corson be appointed 

Chief.  Hanscom motioned to appoint Corson as Chief and Hodgkins seconded, also voiced 

thanks to Chief Gray for his years as Chief and hoped that he will continue to serve the force.  

The appointment is for 6 months to allign with the normal annual appointment cycle. Vote: 5/0. 

The resignation is effective January 1, 2014. 

  

2. Fire Department Reports presented by Corson. By the end of October, there had been 68 

calls. There were more volunteer hours during October attributable to the Hunters Breakfast. 

Volunteer Steve Heckman attended Fire Prevention School during October. In November there 

were 76 calls; an increase from the 62 in Nov 2012. Mandatory training increases in November 

and December. The force is trying to do the majority as a group. Corson stated that the force 

wants to create a mutual aid agreement with Bar Harbor and is in dicussion with Chief Bartlett. 

Ehrlenbach asked about SCVA, and was told that there have been some delays in obtaining due 

to the government shutdown. The National Institute of Occupational Safety testing results were 

found to be not acceptibel. Most members had to repeat some of the final recertifications. 2013 

models may not be received until about July 2014. Four sets are coming at $6,000 each. Turn-out 



gear replacements are coming along. Chief Gray asked about setting up a reserve account for 

necessary equipment. Vander Zanden stated this could be a capital account. 

  

OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Scenic Turnout/Sidewalk:  Contract with MDOT for the scenic turnout and sidewalk was 

signed. There is a phone conference scheduled for Friday at 1:00 pm with MDOT, FAA, the 

airport manager and town representatives to discuss any difficulties with the scenic turnout. The 

large issue is that a land release appears to be necessary per the airport manager and the County 

Commissioners. In an earlier conversation with Jeff Tweedie, program manager at MDOT, Starr 

reported that Tweedie thought these discussions were particularly sensitive and that it was not 

definite yet that a release was needed. He stated that all action on this issue was now between 

FAA and MDOT. He also stated that the funding for the project was from the Federal Highway 

Administration and they did not usually have an expiration date. Bids for the sidewalk are now 

scheduled for early 2014, while the bid process for the scenic turnout is now scheduled for 2015, 

allowing time for this problem to be solved. Vander Zanden recommended including our 

legislators as assets to help solve the problem. Starr recommended that the town wait to let 

MDOT make the next move and see what the phone conference produced. A motion to sign the 

contract with MDOT was made by Starr and seconded by Hodgkins. Vote 5/0. 

  

2. Floating Pier: The SHIP grant has been completed and is ready for signature. A motion to 

approve the pier project and use of money in the town account as matching funds was made by 

Starr and seconded by Hanscom. Vote: 5/0.  A motion to sign the SHIP grant was made by Starr 

and seconded by Vander Zanded. Vote:  5/0. 

  

3. Ortho Imaging: A motion to sign the MOU with the County for Geographic Inof System 

(GIS) was made by Hanscom and seconded by Hodgkins. Vote: 5/0 

  

4. DEP Permit for Pier: Starr met with Jessica Damon, DEP rep in Bangor regarding the permit 

for the floating pier on Dec 10. She stressed that the project must be advertised within 30 days of 

the application being submitted.  The abutters must be notified by mail.  The permit must be 

advertised. Walsh recommended that the envelopes be copied as proof of notification. The 

Permit will be submitted at the end of January 2014. The board will need a request from the 

Harbor Committed for the fees so that a check in the amount of $609.00 will accompany the 

application. A "Tear Sheet" from the newspaper will need to be added to the packet. 

  

5.  Veterans' Memorial Committee: Motion to appoint members Jessica Marks, Patti Leland, 

John Whetstone, Mary Whetstone, Annemarie Swanson, Bruce Cameron, and Joe Losquadros to 

the committee was made by Starr and seconded by Hanscom. Vote:  5/0. Walsh will send these 

members board-proposed schedule and goals.  Members should attend the meeting on Jan 21, 

2014. 

  

6. Small Animal Clinic Contract:  Hanscom motioned to sign the agreement; Vander Zanden 

seconded. Vote 5/0. 

  

7. AP and Payroll Warrant:  Starr motioned to approve and Hanscom seconded. Vote 5/0.  



  

 

Final Comments: 

  

Chad Blanchard has complained of the sand quality provided by Goodwin. He recommended that 

additional salt be ordered. He called for Goodwin to bring additional sand to complete the order. 

  

Starr reported that the Narrows Too decision had been received from the Maine Property Tax 

Appeals Board. The town would have to pay approximately $7,000, abating $696,300 in 

assessment, for the 2011 taxes. This was expected. 

  

The Ellsworth American has begun to build the new website. It will include the commitment 

book and tax maps, ordinances, etc.  

  

ADJOURNMENT:  At 8:40 pm, a motion to adjourn was made by Vander Zanden and 

seconded by Hodgkins. Vote 5/0. 

  

      

  

 


