
TOWN OF TRENTON 

Board of Selectman Meeting, March 15, 2016 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance were Fred 

Ehrlenbach, Richard Vander Zanden, Mark Remick, Carlene Hanscom, Susan Starr and Carol 
Walsh.   Also attending were Bruce Cameron, Steve Corson, Jennifer Bonilla, Nancy Thurlow, 
Howard Colter, Mike Zboray,  A. Pepler, and several additional members of the School 
Board. 
 

II. VISITOR COMMENTS: None 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Remick motioned to approve the minutes of March 1, 2016; 
Hanscom seconded. Vote:  5 Yes. 
 

IV. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT:  No comments.   
 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 
a. School Budget: Colter explained that the School was not comfortable giving up as much 

of the surplus. The total that was added at the budget meeting included some reserve 
accounts, such as Cafeteria, Maintenance of Plant, and Special Education accounts, 
making the total higher than it actually is.  To avoid a future spike in the education 
budget, or cliff, they wish to retain $100,000 more in the surplus account. During the 
discussion, it was noted that the auditor’s totals in the Education audit vary from the 
auditor’s totals in the Municipal audit, and there was no valid explanation for the 
discrepancy. The difference between the two audits is approximately $30,000. Thurlow 
presented the arguments for retaining the $100,000, explaining that the school 
frequently came in under budget, creating some of the increase in surplus. There were 
often questions of who would, or would not take the family medical plan. There were 
fluctuations in the number of students that needed special education. There had been 
some staffing changes. There were also some staff retirements after the budget was 
drafted. This past year, the surplus balance was depleted by about $200,000. With the 
added expectation of losing $700,000 in the proposed budget, the School Board felt it 
was cutting the surplus account too close to absorb unexpected fluctuations in the 
coming year. Each of this and the next two years, the education staff receives 2.75 per 
cent increase in wages. After further discussion, it was decided by the Board members 
to accept the recommendation of the School Board, and use only $600,000 of the 
surplus toward the 2016/2017 Municipal budget.  

b. Veterans Committee:  The 1st of April has been set as the last date to purchase a paver 
to be installed for the Memorial Dedication on May 21st.  Corson offered to hold a 
Firemens’ Breakfast on the morning of the dedication. The tentative time for the 



dedication is set at 10:00 am. A cedar hedge behind the flagpole is planned as part of 
the landscaping.  

c. Fire Department:   Corson provided the February 2016 report. He briefed the board on 
three plaques that were made to express the Department’s appreciation for the Hinkley 
Company, the Trenton Marketplace, and one to be hung in the Municipal building 
expressing appreciation for the citizens of Trenton.  He also briefed the board on the 
recent effort to obtain a donation from the Stephen and Tabitha King Foundation 
toward the new fire truck.  He received a responding letter and a check for $20,000.  
The check will be deposited into the Fire Truck Reserve Account.  Corson thanked Mr. 
and Mrs. King telephonically, and will also be acknowledging the gift in a letter of 
thanks. It was noted that after receiving the Fire Department’s request for assistance 
with the fire truck purchase, the County Commissioner’s declined to assist. 

d. Traffic Committee:  Starr reported that one of Trenton’s seasonal residents spoke with 
her telephonically regarding activities within the Citizens for A Safe Airport group. The 
individual asked if the town would request from DMR the status on the submission of 
specifications for a barge to be used in servicing oyster cages. This was made a condition 
of the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Decision, of 2012, that the work barge 
specs (not yet built) must be submitted to DMR prior to deployment, to insure 
compliance with the Visual Impact rule.  As the Authority Having Jurisdiction, Remick 
thought this was not beyond the town’s purview. 

e. MacMichael Property: It has come to the attention of the Board of Assessors that Map 
001 Lot 071, having been believed to have been owned by the MacMichaels, may have 
been mistakenly attributed to that ownership. No deed has come to light identifying any 
owner. Letters have been sent to the MacMichaels’ attorney, asking that they relinquish 
any right, title, or interest in this parcel. A letter has also been sent to the Registered 
Agent for the Oak Point Community Association, asking if they can identify the original 
buyer of this lot. 

f. Abatements: There are two additional abatements that were considered uncollectible. 
William Ross, which was not in business during two years taxed; and, Bruce Germon, 
also not in business during two years taxed.  
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS: 
a. Annual Report Dedication: It was determined that this annual report would be 

dedicated to the Veterans Memorial Committee. 
  

VII. APPROVAL OF A/P & PAYROLL WARRANT(S):  Remick motioned to approve; Vander Zanden 
seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 
 

VIII. OTHER BUSINESS:  Vander Zanden will become the new Treasurer of the Acadia Disposal 
District. The previous treasurer has resigned due to poor health. The Board voted to stay 
with MRC. Vander Zanden asked if the town’s attorney would provide certification that the 



Board has the authority to retain membership. We must certify the annual tonnage.  Last 
year’s tonnage was 1122. 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT: Vander Zanden motioned for adjournment; Remick seconded. The meeting 

adjourned at 8:10 pm. Vote:  5 Yes. 


