
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF July 7, 2015 

 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.  In attendance:    Fred 

Ehrlenbach, Dick Vander Zanden, Mark Remick, Carlene Hanscom, Susan Starr and Carol 

Walsh.  Visitors:  Bruce Cameron, John Whetstone, Mary Whetstone,  Bill Stockman, Susan 

Sargent, Judy Caminity and Allen Sawyer. 

 

II. Visitor Comments:  Stockman addressed the board regarding the activities of the Friends of 

Goose Cove(FOGC) vis-à-vis the airport safety issue and the aquaculture permit that had 

been granted for oyster growth in Goose Cove. The group had scheduled a meeting of its 

members for Thursday night. The purpose would be for the group to determine possible 

steps to take to formulate an appeal of the Army Corps of Engineers(ACOE) permit; believing 

that the process to arrive at their aproval was not proper. The group strongly thinks that the 

congressional delegation should be engaged to help determine the process. Stockman will 

keep the Board apprised of any progress. Hanscom asked if anyone had discussed the 

permit with the airport manager. One of the FOCG members had spoken with someone at 

Cape Air, who had spoken with Brad Madeira. Madeira had had no knowledge of the 

progress toward the permit until the announcements were made in the newspaper. The 

group believes the final steps toward the permit were accomplished in a secretive manner. 

Madeira was also disturbed to hear the final decision. Starr offered that she recalled that in 

2010, the prior manager, Alison Navia, had corresponded with the FAA stating that she felt 

this aquaculture site would be unsafe for aircraft. An FAA representative responded to Navia 

expressing that FAA had the same opinion and that it was Navia’s responsibility to 

discourage the aquaculture site in Goose Cove. Through the intervening years, that same 

FAA representative apparently softened on the activity and eventually corresponded with  a 

more favorable opinion, holding that aquaculture in this location could be acceptable with 

mitigation efforts. There was no hint to the public how this about-face had been 

orchestrated, presumably by the applicant and his attorney.  The group is researching the 

steps required by ACOE to grant such a permit, believing that the general public should have 

been given an opportunity to participate--that this may not have been legal.  

         

Stockman recalls that the ACOE sent out public notices about the permit application coincidentally with 

the DMR hearings, soliciting public comments over a month during the same timeframe as the hearings. 

The ACOE attended all of the 22 hours of the hearings. Therefore, the ACOE heard the comments of the 

public. Also, many people expressed their opinions via written correspondence to the ACOE. The ACOE 

eventually put some questions to the applicant, presumably the only effort to satisfy the concerns of the 

public.  

 

Vander Zanden asked if the media had been contacted. FOGC has not yet done so.  Vander Zanden 

believes that more public notice regarding this issue and others, such as the Veterans Memorial, would 



be beneficial.  He also reiterated that contact with Legislators would also help to point to the fact that 

FAA was not following any safety principals with regard to the Goose Cove aquaculture activity, as well 

as with the floating pier that Trenton has sought. Stockman recalled that a representative of Senator 

Angus King’s office had been involved in fact-finding in the oyster farm not long after the public 

hearings, but had apparently dropped interest soon after.  Representative Michaud had also been 

involved, but with no continuing communication, had also dropped out. Starr, who had read some of the 

email correspondence between Attorney Chapman and the congressional delegation, recalled that three 

members, Collins, King, and Michaud had been briefed by the attorney, who aggressively took the 

liberty to state that they had “endorsed” the activity in later letters. All three delegates chastised him 

and required that he withdraw the word “endorsed” from their involvement. Thereafter, there is no 

written reference to their involvement. 

 

Regarding the DMR letter to Trenton of August 2014, indicating that the Trenton Harbor Ordinance 

would not impede any aquaculture efforts, that DMR (State level) approvals superseded municipal 

ordinances; Stockman believes that DMR’s deferment of relevant competence or authority to deal with 

the safety issues, and their statement in 2012 that the lease would not be executed, the applicants 

rights at the site would not take effect, until the ACOE informed them that they had issued a permit,  

may mean that the town did have the ability, within the intervening three years, to adopt the Harbor 

Ordinance and to defend it.   

 

III. Approval of Minutes of June 23, 2015.  Remick motioned to accept the minutes; Hanscom 

seconded.  Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

IV. Administrative Summary Report:    The CEO has stated that the Wentworth septic system is 

basically completed, but there is still some standing water. She is waiting to sign-off on this 

until a solution to the standing water is available.  Walsh stated that over the 4th of July 

activities, five street signs and one pole have disappeared. She has ordered replacements. 

Ditching efforts continue by MDOT. Although some culverts have a water level that is 

deeper than the culvert.  

 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 

a. Trenton Volunteer Fire Department.  The MOU for Mutual Aid was reviewed. It was 

recalled by members of the Board that at the June 7 meeting, Chief Corson had 

requested that the Board review the MOU. He indicated that it was acceptable to 

the Trenton Volunteer Fire Department. Remick motioned to accept the MOU for 

Mutual Aid, Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

b. Veterans Memorial Committee:  Cameron addressed the Board, presenting two 

contracts for stone pavers and monument. Vander Zanden questioned the size of 

the lettering and was told the size will be between 4 and 5 inches.  Payment will be 

made in thirds. One contract is for $10,900, the other for $ 28,800. Ehrlenbach 

motioned to accept both contracts, both from Provost Monuments in their entirety. 

A payment schedule to be established; Vander Zanden seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 



Ehrlenbach motioned to authorize Bruce Cameron and/or John Whetstone enter 

into the agreements according to the contracts and request the checks be disbursed 

by Walsh.  Remick seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

         Mary Whetstone asked if the Committee could establish a Face Book page, with a  

         link to the town site. Board members had no objection.  She also asked if a sign  

        could be placed at the town office announcing the “Future Site” of the memorial,  

             also a “Ground Breaking” ceremony; again, no objection. The anchor will be stored  

        by Bruce Cameron, eventually to be decorated with a plaque and displayed in a  

        public location, possibly the scenic turnout at the airport. 

 

c. Floating Pier:  Starr reported on a phone conversation with Dan Stewart (MDOT), 

Jim Fisher (HCPC), Bill Stockman, and Starr, on July 2.  Stewart responded to Starr’s 

previous inquiry that MDOT could not offer any support to Trenton’s appeal to the 

legislators regarding intervening with FAA. MDOT has a long-established policy of 

not taking sides. The thought is that there are many municipalities needing grant 

money, and if one community is unable to make a project work, it will simply go on 

to another community to complete a project.  Stewart recommends that Trenton try 

to make the meeting with FAA, whether here or in Boston, which Stewart would 

attend as a MDOT representative. Starr suggested that we attempt to get one of the 

legislators to also attend (realistically, an assistant). Stewart believed that we should 

stress two points to the legislators, and obtain ultimately agreement from FAA. The 

first is that this is an aeronautical use site. It services seaplanes, which was its 

original intent. Simply because more boats than seaplanes use it, does not make it 

non-aeronautical in nature. The second point is to obtain agreement that the five-

year limit from FAA, can be renewed every five years.  After discussion among Board 

members, it was suggested that Trenton attempt to set up the meeting, or that we 

contact one or another of the Senators once again and attempt to enlist help in 

setting up the meeting. Ehrlenbach volunteered to contact Senator Collins office to 

determine the status of our inquiry and to see if that office will assist with setting up 

the appointment.  

  

VI.  NEW BUSINESS: 

a. Non-Profit Funding Request:  Noting that fewer requests had been received than 

originally thought, Board members realized that some of the funds could be 

reallocated to fulfill the needs of some of the nonprofit organizations. Organizations 

that did not provide requests were WIC ($300), Downeast Aids Network ($100), 

United Cerebral Palsy ($750), Hancock County Home Care and Hospice requested 

($750) but requested only $500. $1400 could then be redistributed. After 

discussion, it was determined that WIC donation would remain, Hancock County 

Home Care and Hospice would be given $500. Downeast Aids Network would be 

removed from the list.  The Bar Harbor Food Pantry and Loaves and Fishes would 



each be increased by $550. Motion to amend as discussed made by Vander Zanden, 

seconded by Starr.  Vote:  5 Yes. 

b. Review quote from Richardson. Fire Department and Sand Salt Shed. Quote is for 

new lighting; $3927 for the Sand Salt Shed, $2800 for the Fire Department.  

Hanscom motioned to accept the bids, subject to review by the Fire Department. 

Starr seconded. If Chief Corson agrees to the work, the funds will come out of the 

Town Office Building Renovation Reserve Account. Sand Salt Shed funds will come 

from other funds. Vote: 5 Yes. 

c. Request for Property Tax Abatement: Starr stated that the applicant did not offer 

enough information for the Board to make a determination. This is a poverty 

abatement request and we have no knowledge of how the applicant got into this 

predicament, how long the disability to pay taxes was likely to last. The application 

makes it apparent that this is not her home, in fact has no building on the property. 

Vander Zanden motioned that the Board of Selectman does not have enough 

information to grant a poverty abatement in this situation. Hanscom seconded. 

Vote: 5 Yes. Walsh was asked to respond in writing with the denial. 

d. Election of Board Chairman:  Hanscom nominated Ehrlenbach for Chairman; Starr 

seconded. Vote:  5 Yes.  Starr recommended Vander Zanden for Vice Chair, Remick 

seconded. Vote:  5 Yes. 

   

VII. APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND PAYROLL WARRANTS: Motion to approve made by 

Vander Zanden and seconded by Remick. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VIII. Other Business:  Ehrlenbach noted that the Trenton Chamber of Commerce, in 2013, never 

received their requested funds ($2,000). It had been requested in writing and approved at 

Town Meeting, but the town never cut a check.  Hanscom announced that there were new 

computerized requirements for the 911 Officer. She and Walsh will work through the new 

process. Starr announced that the Board of Assessors will be committing the taxes on July 

22nd.  Vander Zanden brought a sample of a walking stick/cane that could be made as a 

replacement for a Boston Post Cane.  He has offered to get some prices on the hardware for 

the cane.   

 

IX. Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Vander Zanden and seconded by Remick.  Vote 5 

Yes.  Meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm. 

 

 

 


