
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF July 21, 2015 

 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.  In attendance:    Fred 

Ehrlenbach, Dick Vander Zanden, Mark Remick, Carlene Hanscom, Susan Starr and Carol 

Walsh.  Visitors:  There were 19 visitors who signed in to observe the meeting. The list with 

signatures is attached. 

 

II. Visitor Comments: Bill Stockman addressed the board regarding the activities of the Friends 

of Goose Cove (FOGC) vis-à-vis the airport safety issue and the aquaculture permit that had 

been granted for oyster growth in Goose Cove. Many of the visitors are supporters of this 

group. Stockman reported on a meeting of the group held July 9th, to which at least 35 

people attended. The objective of the group is to stay or reverse the decisions already made 

by the Army Corps of Engineers (USACOE) and Maine Department of Marine Resources 

(DMR).  It is essential that the safety of the public is assured before any calamity occurs 

because of the oyster growth—not the reverse, to try the oyster growth and then find out if 

it is safe or not. There have been five years spent opposing this aquaculture endeavor, two 

of which were widely publicized, leading to a decision by the DMR, then three years of 

silence. There has been no public involvement, despite numerous attempts to offer 

comment. The final decision permits the largest aquaculture operation in the State of Maine 

to be placed under the primary flight path to Hancock County Bar Harbor Airport. This type 

operation has already been proven to attract sea birds. Although  DMR and USACE have 

restricted the activities somewhat, nothing in these restrictions seems to address the issue 

of deterring bird strikes. This is unacceptable to the Friends of Goose Cove, and should also 

be unacceptable to the town.   

 

One goal is to apprise the general public as much as possible; this step being necessary because so much 

of the negotiations between federal level agencies had been accomplished in apparent secrecy and not 

in the public interest, possibly including the Maine DMR in these negotiations. The group plans to 

broaden the base of membership with all entities that may be impacted by the safety issues. The group 

will insist on relief through the federal delegation, as well as state and county representatives. They will 

also explore legal remedies available. They have discussed ads in the papers, signs, letters to the editor, 

letters to businesses, investigative reporters, and protests.  

 

One member has contacted Sully Sullenberger, famous pilot who endured a bird strike after leaving 

LaGuardia Airport, landing in the Hudson River. He is an advocate for air safety, and has encouraged the 

group to continue to fight against this unsafe situation. He also recommended contacting the federal 

delegation and to contact several pilot groups.  The FOGC has been in contact with a group in Bar 

Harbor, which is beginning to fight an aquaculture effort in Eastern Bay, also planned under an airport 

flight path. They have hired Sally Mills to represent them at the DMR hearings. John Kelly, 

Superintendent of Acadia National Park, also in attendance, has expressed concern to the FOGC for the 



risk to park visitors. Stockman and John Bennett have visited with both Leroy Muise (Columbia Air), and 

Brad Madeira (HCBHA manager). Both were surprised that the aquaculture application had been 

approved and a permit granted. Madeira expressed frustration that the airport is being held to 

standards of mitigation regarding wildlife threats, yet the FAA has no concern for a real threat, against 

FAA policy, for the aquaculture farm. Both Muise and Madeira were told that the campaign of the 

residents and citizens of the area would become very public and possibly long-lasting.  

 

FOGC seeks assistance and support of the Town government. Hancock County government is also a key 

in their efforts. Stockman believed all along that the USACE process required public exposure and input, 

which was denied during the last three years. The group will also pursue various legal remedies. 

Stockman believes that the town harbor ordinance may be enforceable. John Bennett has conversed 

with Warren Pettegrew regarding the aquaculture effort, who has stated that he will begin operations 

immediately.  

 

Because the town has already indicated concern about residents’ safety, Stockman suggested that the 

town form a committee or task force on the safety issue. Members of the FOCG group would participate 

and conduct any research necessary. He also asked if the town would take action to engage the 

delegation. Senator Angus King will hold an open forum in Ellsworth on July 31st, and would like to see 

members of the town as well as FOCG members attend.  

 

The FOGC has changed name as a citizens group, and will now be known as Citizens for a Safe Airport 

(CSA), rather than FOGC.  They believe the press now needs to be involved. They would like to see the 

Town of Trenton contact nearby towns to discuss the broader safety issue.  They also thought that 

communicating with taxpayers might be helpful.  Stockman also indicated that the group would attend 

the County Commissioners next scheduled meeting and expressed the desire that the town should also 

be represented there by the Board of Selectmen. 

 

Vander Zanden expressed frustration that the Town government ought to be doing more. Starr stated 

that thus far the town had sent Freedom of Information Requests to FAA and to USACE. It had also 

raised the safety issue at the airport to the County Commissioners in the form of a letter. The town had 

not yet contacted the state or federal delegation, but would do so. Starr had reviewed the material held 

by the CSA, and noted that in the last three years there clearly had been no public input or transparency 

in the approval process. She favored a committee or task force being formed, with members of CSA 

helping in research, etc. If the town formed a committee, the goals should include investigating how the 

approvals transpired; filling in the missing information which could answer why the approval for this one 

aquaculture operation was held more important than the public’s safety. She also thought that the 

details surrounding the development, application, record-keeping of the bird study came about, and 

how is it supposed to remedy the danger of bird strikes to aircraft. Vander Zanden questioned whether 

the Board of Selectmen should be involved in the citizens’ efforts, not having a mandate to do so from 

the legislative body. Stockman recalled that the legislative body thought enough of the safety issue to 

vote unanimously to amend the Harbor Ordinance, thus giving the Board interest in the subject.  

Ehrlenbach admitted that the ordinance was passed after the application was made. Stockman stated 



that the USACE permit was issued after the ordinance was adopted., which makes its application further 

debatable. Starr spoke in favor of appointing a committee to obtain information. She stated that she 

would not want to see a town-appointed committee involved in some of the activities suggested by CSA, 

such as protesting.  Stockman agreed, stating that the committee would act in an advisory capacity, to 

help the town governance.  Remick suggested that the Board use the ad hoc committee that has already 

been formed; to which Ehrlenbach questioned whether it would be acting under the auspices of the 

town.  Hanscom added that this issue can easily be brought to the attention of surrounding towns via 

the League of Towns meeting.  Ehrlenbach intends to place it on the next agenda. Starr agreed that the 

town needs to contact the federal and state delegation.  Stockman believes DMR must bear some 

responsibility for concluding with a license in the face of increased risk.  It is questionable whether FAA 

ever signed any approval document.  Remick suggested an advisory committee of three people to advise 

the Selectmen on airport safety, to which Vander Zanden broadened the subject to air and water safety. 

Remick motioned that the Selectmen appoint a subcommittee on transportation safety to report 

directly to and as part of a regular agenda item. Starr seconded. Vote:  5 Yes. Stockman will provide two 

other names besides his own to Walsh for appointment.  

 

III. Approval of Minutes of July 7, 2015.  Remick motioned to accept the minutes; Hanscom 

seconded.  Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

IV. Administrative Summary Report:    Walsh had spoken with Doug, who felt that a tree should 

come down on the Oak Point Rd extension. The ditching should be done on that road when 

it is resurfaced. Remick did not believe it needed to be resurfaced. The board decided the 

ditching should be done this year, but the resurfacing can be put off for several years.  The  

Goose Cove Road, however, should be repaired where there are several wash-outs at the 

Goose Cove end. Ehrlenbach thought that using crushed stone or recycled bithuminus might 

wear better.  Walsh has spoken with MDOT regarding the culverts that were replaced and 

are now too high.  

 

Regarding the Joy Lane issue. The Mason family was in attendance. They have camped out 

as a family for some 50 years and do not understand why in the last three years they have 

been harassed about the camping. They would like to know how to solve the problem. 

There are more campers than are permitted by the Land Use Ordinance.  The Masons’ 

stated that this has always been the case. The sewage from so many campers is one issue, 

to which they stated they haul it off. All campers are registered, with wheels.  The point was 

made that the Land Use Ordinance must be obeyed by all in Trenton.  Ehrlenbach read the 

statement provided by the CEO: “Section 4.1.10 of the Trenton Land Use Ordinance states 

that individual, private camp sites, not associated with campgrounds, are not allowed unless 

you can meet all conditions contained in that section, most notably they only have one 

campsite per lot and they may not have any campsite within 75 feet of the normal high 

water elevation. Finally a sewage disposal plan must be submitted and approved by the local 

plumbing inspector.“  They stated that they would remove the outhouse, as it was not used. 

Ehrlenbach recommended that the family meet with the CEO on Tuesday afternoon, which 



they agreed to do.  Vander Zanden motioned that this action be postponed until the next 

meeting, giving the Masons’ a chance to talk with the CEO.  Remick seconded. Vote:  5 Yes.  

 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 

a. Veterans Committee:  All observed that the digging had begun at the site of the 

memorial. 

b. County Ambulance Contract Renewal: Based on a population of 1481, the rate 

schedule is $7.75 per person for the first year, $9.00 for the second year, and $9.00 

for the third year. $11,478. Remick motioned to approved; Starr seconded. Vote: 5 

Yes. 

c. Floating Pier: Starr reminded the board that when letters had been sent to the 

delegates asking for their intervention with FAA, that if nothing had been heard 

from them by mid-July, the press would be asked to cover the story. Vander Zanden 

agrees that it is time to engage the media.  

 

VI.  NEW BUSINESS: 

a. Volunteer Accident Insurance:  Remick motioned to approve payment of the 

insurance for volunteers (not including fire-fighters, who are covered on a different 

policy), Vander Zanden seconded. Vote:  5 Yes. 

b. Report on Credit Cards: Walsh received input from two other towns who are 

successfully receiving payment through credit cards. It is posted in each of the other 

offices and on the respective websites that there is a 2.5 per cent additional 

charge/or one dollar minimum for the service.  Lamoine has already done $75,000 

in business via credit cards. Walsh will inquire about the cost of the equipment. 

Starr made a motion that Trenton accept credit card payments, if there are any 

additional charges to the town, Walsh will so inform the board. Processing costs will 

be added to the person who is making the charge. Remick seconded. Vote: 4 Yes, 1 

No (Hanscom).  

c. Fire Department: It was acknowledged that the Fire Department had submitted a 

report at this meeting. 

   

VII. APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND PAYROLL WARRANTS: Motion to approve made by 

Remick and seconded by Hanscom. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VIII. Other Business:  Hanscom had spoken with a Maine liquor inspector, who informed her that 

the Administrative Assistant can sign a liquor license, with occasional, not continuous use, 

i.e. special catering. It did not need a public hearing or legislative approval.  State Statute 

gives this authority.  

 

Ehrlenbach motioned to enter an agreement with James Wadman to do Trenton’s audit. 

Remick seconded. Vote:  5 Yes. 

 



Vander Zanden suggested that the CEO be given authority to visit the town’s attorney to be 

prepared with future action should the Mason family not follow through with corrective 

action. Remick motioned that the CEO be authorized to contact the town’s attorney; 

seconded by Hanscom. Vote:  5 Yes. The Board will expect to hear the results of the 

meeting. 

 

Walsh has asked that the Board of Assessors commit taxes earlier in the month of July, so 

that lien notices not have to come out on/about December 25th. 

 

IX. Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Ehrlenbach and seconded by Remick.  Vote 5 

Yes.  Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm. 

 

 

 


