
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF August 4, 2015 

 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.  In attendance:    Fred 

Ehrlenbach, Dick Vander Zanden, Mark Remick, Carlene Hanscom, Susan Starr and Carol 

Walsh.  Visitors:  Bill Stockman, Jim Michaud, Linda Morin, Michael Scarola, and  Cathy 

Scarola. 

 

II. Visitor Comments: None. 

 

III. Approval of Minutes of July 21, 2015.  Remick motioned to accept the minutes; Hanscom 

seconded.  Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

IV. Administrative Summary Report:    Ehrlenbach asked the status regarding credit card 

acceptance. Walsh reported that the card machine would cost $85.00, a one-time charge. 

After discussion, it was decided that this was not an unreasonable charge. The customer will 

pay any additional fees incurred by the town, 2.5 per cent, or one dollar minimum.  Remick 

made a motion to proceed, Starr seconded, that Walsh proceed with gaining for the town 

the ability to take payments via credit card. Vote:  5 Yes. 

 

There was further discussion regarding the work being done by MDOT (ditching) along 

Route 230; that the ditches were below the culverts. The Road Commissioner would be 

asked to review future work at Goose Cove Road and Oak Point Road, and at the Oak Point 

Road extension.  

 

The lights are in for replacement at the sand-salt shed and within the Fire Department Bay. 

 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 

a. Veterans Committee:  No Change. 

b. Aquaculture Lease: Stockman summarized that he had addressed the League of 

Towns on Cranberry Island. The attendees exhibited surprise at the turn of events in 

the granting of the permit by DMR. Stocknan had visited with Senator King’s 

assistant at the Ellsworth City Hall, briefing him about the aquaculture issue and the 

floating pier issue on behalf of Trenton.  Stockman also addressed the Hancock 

County Commissioners at their regular August meeting.   Brad Madeira, Manager at 

the airport, also addressed the Commissioners, giving height of approaches, etc. 

illuminating the danger of bird strikes. Stockman asked the Commissioners to take a 

position for the County in opposition of the aquaculture by writing to the USACE, 

FAA, and the congressional delegation. Ehrlenbach added to this discussion with the 

Commissioners, that they should contact Andrew Sankey, with the Hancock County 

Emergency Management Agency, which could then bring the safety issue to the 



Maine State Emergency Management Agency. The Commissioners agreed to the 

letter-writing request. Ehrlenbach also suggested that Stockman seek out Andrew 

Sankey. Stockman asked the Board to engage all the towns on MDI to oppose the 

aquaculture effort. Vander Zanden expressed agreement in engaging nearby towns. 

The Citizens for a Safe Airport continues to make further contacts in the 

aeronautical field, businesses, and other groups. Starr suggested that it might be 

beneficial to wait to include the results of the discussions with Hancock County 

Emergency Management Agency, to include the involvement of the Hancock County 

Commissioners, and any other progress that had been made as details in 

communications with other towns.  Michael Scarola stated that the Town of Trenton 

had every right to affect the safety of its residents (in amending the Harbor 

Ordinance).  Ehrlenbach stressed that contact with the County Emergency 

Management, the State Emergency Management and finally FEMA, could be helpful. 

Scarola, who had done some research regarding the strength of the town’s Harbor 

Ordinance, requested entre to an attorney representing Trenton to test his theory 

and obtain confirmation of the ordinance’s legality. Remick motioned that the Board 

authorize up to $1,000 to permit Scarola to consult with an attorney (to be named) 

on behalf of the Town of Trenton, seconded by Starr. Ehrlenbach recommended an 

attorney with Eaton Peabody.  Vote: 5 Yes. 

c. Committee Appointments: Remick motioned to appoint three members to the 

Transportation Safety Sub-Committee, seconded by Starr.  The appointees are 

Stockman, Pamela Catanzano, and Michael Grunze. The purpose of this sub-

committee is to provide research, advice, and support to the Trenton Select Board 

relative to transportation safety issues. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VI. NEW BUSINESS: 

a.  Auditor Solicitation: A letter had been received from an auditor soliciting the town’s 

business. Walsh will respond thanking the writer, and informing him that the town will 

seek bids for its contract, probably in the December/January timeframe.  

   

VII. APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND PAYROLL WARRANTS: Motion to approve made by 

Remick and seconded by Starr. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VIII. Other Business:  Vander Zanden reported that the MRC met in the previous week.  The 

Acadia Disposal District will meet this week. The Trenton Solid Waste Committee will also 

meet this week. He anticipates receiving an update on the MRC actions and Fiber Right and 

MRC permit application for the new facility. 

 

Regarding the Joy Lane property, the Mason family met with the CEO. Walsh is sending an 

application for the Board of Appeals to them. Walsh continues to receive calls regarding the 

large number of campers. The CEO has again visited the site. 

 



Ehrlenbach discussed the over-budgeting of $500,000 by the Elementary School. It will be 

placed back into the reserve account. 

 

Two attendees questioned the status of an 18 acre aquaculture site at the head of Goose 

Cove started by Joe Porada. It appears that he has moved forward with setting his 

“experimental” bags, although any formal approval from DMR is questionable.  Ehrlenbach 

stated that the town has not received any notices from DMR. Vander Zanden suggested that 

the Board ask Mike Hodgkins what he knew about this site. 

 

IX. Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Ehrlenbach and seconded by Remick.  Vote 5 

Yes.  Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm. 

 

 

 


