
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF September 1, 2015 

 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.  In attendance:    Fred 

Ehrlenbach, Dick Vander Zanden, Mark Remick, Carlene Hanscom, Susan Starr and Carol 

Walsh.  Visitors:  Mike Hodgkins, Bill Stockman, Steve Corson. 

 

II. Visitor Comments:  None. 

 

III. Approval of Minutes of August 18, 2015.  Remick motioned to accept the minutes; Hanscom 

seconded.  Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

IV. Administrative Summary Report:   Discussion ensued regarding the problem with RVs on Joy 

Lane. It has continued to appear that the Land Use Ordinance was being abused. The 

application to the appeals board that had been submitted by the Mason family has been 

withdrawn. Therefore, it was the opinion of the Board that the CEO be directed to 

commence with legal action and levying any pertinent fines. In fairness to neighbors and 

others who abide by the Ordinance, the situation should not be ignored. Ehrlenbach pointed 

out that the situation contradicts the covenants in the deed.  It was also recommended that 

DEP be notified that the application to the appeals board has been removed and that there 

are still issues.  

  Walsh noted that the ceiling in the Fire Department need to be touched up after the  

  new lights had been installed. Corson stated that the volunteers will take care of it  

  during the winter. 

 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 

a. Veterans Committee:  To meet Thursday night. The Moose Lodge has volunteered to 

donate time and equipment, as well as R. F. Jordan has volunteered, to insure that 

the project is completed.  

b. Transportation Committee:  Bill Stockman addressed the Board regarding recent 

activities of the Citizens for a Safe Airport. An informative group mailing has gone 

out and the website has been activated.  Mike Scarola has been in contact with a 

local attorney regarding a legal analysis. The attorney will be in contact with the 

Board regarding his findings before the next Board meeting. Stockman has been in 

contact with the Northeast Harbor Summer Residents Committee.  Stockman will 

attend the Mt. Desert Board of Selectman’s Meeting next week.  There is a meeting 

scheduled with a representative of the MDIslander on Friday afternoon.  Starr, who 

had reviewed the Discovery pages from FAA and USACE, explained the numerous 

places in the evolution of the aquaculture process that create questions regarding 

the due diligence of the federal agencies. Starr also explained that in a telephone 

conversation with Chris Rector, of Senator King’s staff, who seemed inclined to 



accept the word of FAA and USACE, having been contacted by Rector, that these 

agencies had done their due diligence with regard to safety. Although he admitted 

that he was still collecting information.  He was made to understand that the 10,000 

feet distance around an airport was only a “guideline” and not a “rule.”  Starr fears 

that Rector will take these non-specific answers at face value and will not ask 

important questions. It was suggested that another letter be sent, requesting a 

meeting with Senator King, during which the Board can present documents and 

discuss in detail the areas that need further investigation. Ehrlenbach pointed out a 

contradiction between DMR and USACE direction to the applicant regarding the 

submerging vs. the surfacing of the cages. Starr and Vander Zanden should be 

prepared to attend a meeting with Senator King or his representative, once a letter 

from the Board is sent requesting the meeting. 

c. SEAPLANE RAMP: In the above referenced conversation with Chris Rector, he stated 

that FAA’s guidelines are incompatible with a floating pier at the seaplane ramp. He 

was told that if FAA pays to improve an airport, the improvement cannot be shared 

with a non-aeronautical entity. Starr asked if FAA claimed to have built the seaplane 

ramp, because it was actually built by the CCC.  Members of the Board stated it was 

the Department of Defense. In either case, it was not the FAA. Starr opined to 

Rector that other seaplane ramps must have piers—to which Rector asked her to 

point out where they are. (Possibly in Greenville.) The bottom line was that since 

Hancock County did not support the effort, his office could do nothing further. Starr 

asked that the Board make one more effort to have the Commissioners clarify their 

attitude toward the town pursuing the floating pier. If successful, a new appeal 

could be made to Senator King’s office to help with the interface with FAA. Vander 

Zanden also believed that we should point out to Senator King’s staff that the 

Commissioners did not act on a motion to halt the floating pier project.   

 

VI. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

  a.   FRENCHMANS BAY SHELLFISH COMMISSION:   Hodgkins reported on a particular 

aquaculture effort in Goose Cove.  Joe Porada is applying for 18 acres of muscle farm, which will be sub-

tidal, in Goose Cove.  Porada does not want to expand his current aquaculture activity other than the 

additional 18 acres, which will be separate from his clams and quohogs. He is willing to come to a Board 

meeting to explain his plans. 

 

  b.  TRENTON VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT: Corson reported for July that there were a 

few more calls for this year over last year. Trenton was called to support the airport, although there 

were no issues once the plane landed. They are updating the Standard Operating Guidelines. They are 

also updating their Bylaws.  August call stats continued to increase over the previous year. The hoses 

were tested in August and several failed. These hoses had been purchased in the 1980s and 90s. Six 

lengths of 4-inch hose were purchased to replace the old hoses. Corson will look for a buyer for the old 

hoses. There is a potential buyer for several old air packs. Corson asked if he could explore moving the 



entry door into the fire bay, closer to the corner of the building. It needs some repair already, is rusty, 

and the upgrade and repair offers an opportunity to move it at minimal cost. Walsh also recommended 

that the side door to the Administrative Offices also be checked for maintenance.  Corson said that he 

has lost two members over the summer, but may be picking up a couple of volunteers who are serving 

in the Coast Guard and residing in Trenton.  These same individuals have also offered to arrange some 

boat training for our Trenton volunteers.  Ehrlenbach noted that Hancock County would be sending a 

check for $1500 to the Trenton Volunteer Fire Department for its support of the airport.  

   

VII. APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND PAYROLL WARRANTS: Motion to approve made by 

Remick and seconded by Vander Zanden. Vote: 5 Yes. Starr questioned a warrant to 

reimburse $20,000 to Hancock County, which had been a grant two years ago in support of 

the floating pier. She advocated that there were still some steps that could be taken before 

the efforts to build the pier were exhausted, as discussed above, and that the town had 

already expended some funds in support of the pier.  Those funds could be deducted from 

the grant money. It was unknown if any funds would be owed to MDOT, who had taken 

steps to have the pier redesigned. The Board had signed an agreement to match up to 

$10,000 with MDOT in this effort. It was not certain if any actual redesign work had taken 

place. The grant received from Hancock County also added to the total funds being 

identified as matching the up to $100,000 that MDOT was holding in reserve as a Small 

Harbor Grant for this floating pier. Ehrlenbach stated that the county promised to give the 

funds back to Trenton if we successfully build the pier.  Ehrlenbach received a verbal request 

for the funds a week ago. Starr suggested that we have the county give us a written request. 

Vander Zanden agreed, stating that we needed a written paper trail to explain why we are 

expending $20,000. Starr also asked that the county put it in writing that the Town may 

receive the funds back in the future.  The county is asking for the money back because the 

town has not accomplished its project in two years. Starr motioned that a letter be obtained 

from the county asking for the return of the funds, that the Board deduct for expended 

funds, and that we ask that the promise of a future return in support of the floating pier be 

included in the letter. Vander Zanden seconded.  Ehrlenbach disagreed; Trenton started the 

process before we received the $20,000, knowing the expenses would be incurred.  (Costs 

incurred included a cost for test drilling for placement of piers @$400, DEP permit expense 

@$600, postage expense for abutter notices@$50, unknown amount to match MDOT 

redesign costs.) Vander Zanden questioned whether the board had the authority to give the 

money back.  Yea: 2, Nay: 3. Motion failed.  

 

VIII. Other Business:   

 

IX. Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Remick and seconded by Starr.  Vote 5 Yes.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm. 

 

 

 


