
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF November 10, 2015 

 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.  In attendance:    Fred 

Ehrlenbach, Dick Vander Zanden, Carlene Hanscom, Mark Remick, Susan Starr, and Carol 

Walsh.  Visitors:  John and Mary Whetstone, Susan and James Hodgkins, Patti Billings, and 

George Hopkins, Martha Higgins. 

 

II. Visitor Comments:  Mary Whetstone asked if the garage could be cleaned out and organized 

by members of the Veterans Memorial Committee, the Assessors’ Office, the Town Office, 

and the Volunteer Fire Department. Walsh stated that some of the electronic equipment 

belonged to the State and that she would find out how it can be disposed of. Vander Zanden 

stated that scrap metal can go to the recycling center. A date will be established and 

announced at the next meeting. 

 

III. Approval of Minutes of October 27, 2015. Remick motioned to accept the minutes, Vander 

Zanden seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

IV. Administrative Summary Report:   no issues or comments.  

 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 

a. Veterans Committee:   Final invoice has not yet been received for the grass. The 

Ellsworth Amercian published a complimentary article last week. The pillars (4) will 

be placed as soon as their size can be determined. There have been many 

comments praising the memorial. 

b. Transportation Committee:  Starr attended the Friday morning County 

Commissioners’ meeting. Brad Madeira, Airport Manager, asked the Commissioners 

to write a letter to FAA asking FAA to convince USACOE that they should suspend 

the aquaculture permit until FAA has an opportunity to review all material regarding 

the bird survey and the mitigation plan. The Commissioners all voted to send such a 

letter as soon as it could be drafted.  Madeira has also asked Trenton and the Town 

of Mt. Desert to sign the letter and to have input to the contents, so that the letter 

has more strength. Starr explained that a member of Senator Collins’ staff had given 

one seasonal Trenton resident the idea that the Selectmen in attendance at the Oct 

28th meeting were pleased with what they heard.  Starr asked the Board to send a 

letter to each member of the Delegation thanking them for their participation in the 

October 28th meeting, and informing them that we were not pleased with 

everything we heard at the meeting and that we still question the process at the 

federal level.  Remick supported signing Madeira’s letter and agreed that it needed 

to be strengthened. Vander Zanden motioned for the Chairman to sign the Madeira 

letter on Friday, Remick seconded. Vote: 5 Yes.  It was also agreed that a letter to 



the delegation members would also be written. Vander Zanden suggested that the 

interested parties in Trenton conduct a study by qualified wildlife experts, to be 

used as a baseline study, and subsequently place a warrant article before the town 

to fund the study.  This would be independent of the applicant and independent of 

the town, to compile data that will be effective for use with the USACOE and FAA. 

Vander Zanden suggested that the Committee for a Safe Airport should take the 

lead in the study and funding until the town can vote on funding.  Starr asked at 

what point the town’s Harbor Ordinance might be used effectively. I  F&W Biologists 

was suggested to support such a baseline study. It was decided that Starr would 

obtain leads for a baseline bird study from Brad Madeira. Vander Zanden motioned 

for research into an independent bird study to be done, Remick seconded. Vote:  4 

Yes, 1 No.  Vander Zanden suggested that a member of the board make an effort to 

speak with Warren Pettigrow regarding the town’s determination to keep the 

aquaculture activity away from the airport approach.  Vander Zanden motioned to 

choose a member for this conversation, Starr seconded but declined to be the 

choice.  After discussion, it was established that the town’s opposition was public 

knowledge and a conversation with the applicant will be unproductive. Vote: 1 Yes, 

4 No. 

c. Fire Department: Another estimate has been received to relocate a side entrance 

door. $3,350. The prior estimate was approximately $5,900.  Remick motioned to 

table the item until Steve Corson could attend. Vander Zanden seconded. Vote: 5 

Yes. 

d. Kaminski Property: Starr recused herself from this item. The offers were opened:  

Laura Conary $4,000; Martha Higgins: $10,095.; Trenton Historical Society: $12,009. 

It was established that the Historical Society is an exempt entity. Vander Zanden 

motioned to delay action for two weeks to see if another offer comes in. If not, then 

accept the Higgins offer. Vander Zanden stated that a counteroffer could be 

acceptable. No one seconded.  Remick motioned to accept the Higgins offer, which 

would insure that taxes would continue to be paid.  Vander Zanden seconded. 

Hanscom asked if the town really wants to deny historical society members, all 

taxpayers of the town, the ability to establish a location for the Historical Society. 

Susan Hodgkins took that thought a step farther, stating that the Historical Society 

would then never be able to purchase property, because it would not ever be a 

taxpaying entity.  Vote: 1 Yes. 3 No.   Hanscom motioned to accept the Historical 

Society offer, seconded by Ehrlenbach. Vote: 3 Yes, 1 No. 

 

VI. NEW BUSINESS:   

a.  MRC Election Ballot. The Board has voted for Tony Smith at a prior meeting, Walsh 

will send the ballot in. 

b. Whitaker Letter: Regarding a conflict with a neighbor on Stillmeadow Road. Walsh 

will direct the CEO to follow-up.  There should be a permit for a temporary 

structure, and it should be placed beyond the setbacks of the property.  



c. Quitclaim Deed: For Property on Hapanna Way. Due to a prior lien on this property, 

that had not properly been discharged through the Registry of Deeds, the attorney 

asked for a Quitclaim deed from the town to set the paperwork history right. There 

is no money owed to the town. The Board unanimously agreed to sign the Quitclaim 

deed. 

   

VII. APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND PAYROLL WARRANTS: Motion to approve made by 

Remick and seconded by Vander Zanden. Vote: 5 Yes.  

 

VIII. OTHER BUSINESS:   The traffic light at the corner of Route 3 and Route 230 was recently 

taken down by a truck hauling floats. It was quickly repaired. Walsh reported the incident to 

the insurance company. 

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT:   Motion to adjourn made by Remick and seconded by Vander Zanden.  

Vote: 5 Yes.  Meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm. 

 

 

 


