
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF December 22, 2015 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance:  Fred Ehrlenbach,   

Carlene Hanscom, Mark Remick, Dick Vander Zanden, and Carol Walsh.  Susan Starr was 

excused. Visitors:  Steve Corson and Bill Stockman. 

 

II. Visitors Comments:  None. 

 

III.   Approval of Minutes of December 8, 2015. Remick motioned to approve; Hanscom seconded. 

Vote:  3 Yes.  

 

III. Administrative Summary Report: None. 

 

IV. Old Business: 

a. Veterans Memorial Committee:  Nothing to report. 

b. Fire Department Report: Corson reported that an End of the Year report will be offered 

soon. Ehrlenbach will be sending a preliminary budget committee request to Corson 

soon. The Fire Department received a bid for moving the door, which seemed high. 

Corson was asked to try to get two more bids for the new door.  Walsh will check to see 

if the emitters were installed on the traffic light at Rt. 204. 

c. Budget Committee: The first budget committee meeting will be February 16th and the 

follow-up meeting will be March 1st.  Walsh will send similar notices to the Planning 

Board, the School Committee, the Recreation Committee, regarding the budget 

meeting requirements.  

d. Town Report: Vander Zanden suggested several personalities for the Town Report 

dedication. He referenced the Historical Society, which will be honoring the eldest 

citizen with the antique cane. Walsh asked about using a photo of the Veterans 

Memorial as the cover photo, which was met with approval. Remick also suggested that 

Peter Rees be remembered in the report.     

e. Traffic Committee. Bill Stockman did not have any news to report. The Board had draft 

letters to sign to the FAA and DMR. A draft letter was also prepared for the County 

Commissioners, Town of Trenton, and Town of Mt. Desert to sign, requesting action 

from FAA. Stockman reported that one of the members of Citizens for a Safe Airport 

received a response to his letter from Senator King informing him that the Trenton 

attendees were satisfied after the October 28th meeting. Knowing that this was not 

correct, the member sought clarification from King, to which King answered that he was 

satisfied that the monitoring program will prevent any problems with birds vs aircraft. 

The delegation seems to be answering letters from individual citizens, but has not sent 

any response to the town. Remick motioned that Ehrlenbach sign the letters to DMR 

and the Delegation. Also included is a signature on the letter to FAA. Vander Zanden 



seconded. Vote:  4 yes. Brad Madeira, Airport Manager will be asked to help prepare 

the letter to FAA for the County Commissioners. Vander Zanden believed that the Town 

should continue to seek responses from the letter recipients.  

 

V. New Business: 

a. Sign Replacement Interpretation: RE: Big Cats Catering. A sign permit had been 

requested and denied by the CEO because the owner of Big Cats Catering did not own 

the property. The property is owned by John Linnihan, with a 40 foot Right of Way 

deeded to the American Legion, which is leasing its premises to Big Cats Catering. This is 

Right of Way is stated in the deed “for all purposes.” The CEO considered this to be a 

Nonconforming Sign per the Trenton Sign Ordinance. The ordinance explicitly states 

that the sign cannot be on property of others. Big Cats Catering has a lease to property 

that includes a 40 foot Right of Way. CEO issued the permit this date, but requested 

that a motion be made at this Board meeting to support the approval of the permit. The 

interpretation of “premise” also includes deeded Right of Way to a parcel, and for “all 

purposes,” which includes for a sign. Remick motioned that the Board approve the sign 

application because the deeded right of way encompasses the right to replace the sign. 

Seconded by Vander Zanden. Vote:  4 yes.    

b. Proposed Changes to Land Use Ordinance. The Planning Board worked on changes 

regarding garage sales, preparing new verbiage to present the changes to the voters at 

Town Meeting. The changes include traffic controls at a yard sale, and a permit, the 

amount for which may need to be discussed further. Ehrlenbach suggested that the 

public hearing be held January 5th.  

c. Potential Property Defects: Remick stated that there were several properties that were 

part of this issue, besides 109 Oak Point Road. Remick recommended that a survey be 

conducted with the CEO and the Health Officer to identify all properties that fall within 

this category. Remick also noted that there were several properties with abandoned 

automobiles. Corson believed that 109 Oak Point Road may have been discussed 

between the Fire Department and the owner regarding a controlled burn in the future.  

 

 VIII.  Other Business:  None. 

 

 IX. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants:  Remick motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll 

Warrants. Vander Zanden seconded. Vote:  4 Yes.     

 

 IX. Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Vander Zanden and seconded by Remick. Vote:  4 

Yes. Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm. 

 

 


