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Mark Remick and John Correa of the Planning Board

Charlie Farley, Select board

Greg Askins, Steve Eddy, Maria Gott, Christina Heiniger, Emily Muise and Jeanetta Peabody, citizens

appointed to work with the planning board.

DRAFT Notes Planning Board & Solar Group Meeting September 11, 2024.

There were a good number of people present in the audience (I need the sign in list to list them all).

Planning board did not have a quorum. Planning Board Chair Mark Remick said we could still have a
meeting of the group, since it was an informal working group and many people were present who were
interested in the Article VII Solar land Use Ordinance revision process. He opened the meeting and
asked if anyone would like to speak.

Dan Monahan thanked folks for being there and working to get Article VIII revised. He said he has
heard from Trenton residents that acreage and location of large scale solar projects are the issues they
would like to see addressed.

Steve Eddy asked several questions regarding large scale commercial solar projects in Trenton:

What is the current status of solar development in Trenton? How many site shave been approved? What
is the acreage? How many have been built or are under construction? Have any been relinquished or
changed ownership?

Remick answered there are 3 sites that the planning board approved prior to the moratorium. The
moratorium has halted further large scale solar development. 2 are under construction. The 3 didn’t
get State permits within 12 months, thus that project is no longer happening. He did not know whether
any of the sites have changed ownership. That is not under the purview of the planning board.

Eddy asked about taxation of commercial solar projects.

Correa answered: Under 5 megawatt projects are free of taxation under State programs (just like
residential solar). The State then reimburses the town 50% of the tax value under this State subsidy
program. The State just passed a law that revoked that tax free status. Ones in progress retain that tax
free status.

Eddy asked whether Stakeholders such as State experts, solar companies etc were included in the
process of revising the Article VIII of the land Use ordinance. The process was described by Heiniger
and Remick. Short summary of this is that planning board member John Correa did invite Walden
Renewables to the public meetings the planning board had during the revision process. Otherwise no
stakeholders were invited to give direct input by either the planning board or the citizen’s group who
created the petition ordinance.

A historical summary of the moratorium and revision process was given by Heiniger at this point. (See
attached document outlining this for the info).

The solar moratorium ordinance document created due to citizen concerns was mentioned by Heiniger
and Monahan as what’s driving this process. [Note: this document is available on the town’s website. |
Eddy asked what the concerns were about burden on the fire dept mentioned in that document.

Chief Heckman answered that the access/roadways in and out of the facilities aren’t quite defined for
the proper load bearing for fire apparatus to enter [large scale commercial solar] properties. If no solar



installation were there, the fire dept would call the forest service to helicopter in and drop water... can’t
do that on a solar farm. Fire dept needs to be able to get in, turn around, and do their job.

Correa pointed out the modifications to the LUQ proposed by the planning board was compromise. It
was voted down by the voters.

Hodgkins- comment from the audience: Why as a town aren’t we taking the opportunity, like other
towns, to halt large scale solar development and limit it to only residential solar? She feels as a resident
we have done our part in putting in large solar projects and we as a committee should consider just
putting in residential solar projects from here on out, eliminating large scale solar.

Eddy replied suggesting capping large scale solar development at 115 acres that would be just shy of
1% of the acreage in Trenton, and capping project size at 15-20 aces. He also suggested solar farms
done right could be good habitat for insects and pollinators.

Gott: Why isn’t it up to the majority of the voters what happens in the town?

Hodgkins: What good would large scale solar bring to the town?

Eddy: Taxes, Climate change is also a factor.

Some general discussion was had about this.

Heiniger stated the Comprehensive plan, as the guiding documents for the town is the place for those
big picture goals. Current Comp plan was done in 2006. Could be updated with a climate goal. This is a
larger discussion that is beyond the scope of this working group.

She continued, Current comp plan and current LUO is what we need to use to guide this process now.
We need to use those documents to make these revisions and address the concerns behind the
moratorium.

Comp plan is the vision, LUO is the law. There was some discussion about the Comp Plan and whether
we can revise it. Summary: we cannot easily just revise a section of it.

Askins: We have to work with the documents we have- the Comprehensive plan and the LUQO. We need
to use those documents to work off to determine where we can locate these solar farms, then we can

discuss the size and what districts would accommodate a larger scale solar project as suggested by Mr.
Eddy.

Heiniger: As a group how do we want to do this process? Where do we want to start? Who is going to
keep us on track? How are we going to document what happens at these meetings so people who
cannot attend can get the info? She suggested taking notes and getting those up on the town website in
a timely manner. Offered to be notetaker. Suggested creating a deadline and timeline to stay on task and
get this job done.

Sargent (from audience): What will this group do?
Remick: This group is citizens working with the planning board, so it’s a Planning board function. We
will work on developing some sort of agreement, go into the LUO and make adjustments to reach that

goal. This is then put to the voters.

Gott: Her understanding was the document created by this group will also go to the town lawyer to
review.



Monahan: It can, but first the group has to create a document.

Eddy had questions about the potential 300 acre solar development that spurred the moratorium. Where
would the planning board have stood on that?

Remick: We would have had to follow the ordinance, which didn’t have size restrictions. However,
Remick felt that project would not have gotten off the ground. But he said it potentially could have.
Planning board has worked for months under the moratorium and drafted changes to Article VIII.
These were defeated by the voters.

Hodgkins: Could there be two options on the ballot for voters to choose from: One residential solar
only allowed, one allowing both residential and larger commercial solar projects, with guidelines?
Gott: There have been different answers to that over time form the select board, but the town lawyer
said we could do that when he looked over the petition.

John Correa expressed an opinion that the 200 acre solar project that Walden Renewables was looking
into would have been a good solution for the town regarding taxes and providing green energy.

Askins: Would it be a good strategy to poll townspeople and see what they want [regarding solar] and
then use that info in drafting an ordinance? Then take LUO as it is now, see where a solar facility could
go based on the LUO as it is written and then write revise Article VIII.

Gott stated she gave Carol Walsh a survey/blurb for the town newsletter asking people in town for their
feedback. She set up an email address for them to use to give feedback. Fall Newsletter goes out to all
tax payers in town around the end of September. She stated this group needs to decide what sizes are
acceptable [for large scale solar] and where they go. It’s that simple. If people don’t like it they will
vote it down,

Eddy expressed concerns about the utility/ validity of the survey based on the number of responses and
who responds.

Heiniger said she is aware, through work with PFAS Free Trenton and Defend Our Health, that there
are ways to determine what number of responses are statistically significant and she could look into
getting that info.

Remick: Sounds like we have something of a consensus to frame the next discussion around the
elimination of large scale solar development in residential districts, then we could start the process
there next time. There was consensus among the working group to start there.

Hodgkins: Please look out for the interests of resident son Rte 3, and the aesthetics on Rie 3.

Heiniger was given permission by the group to take notes, create an unofficial draft version and an
official version would be approved by all group members at the next meeting. Official version would
be posted on town website after approval by the group. Unofficial version could be shared but it must
be made clear it’s a draft and not the official minutes of the meeting, just her notes.

She then suggested the group meet every two weeks in order to get this work done in a timely manner.
Most group members where amenable. Mark Remick’s first available date was Wednesday October 2.
Approved by the group. Askins asked about Zoom access. Planning board would have io vote to
approve this,

Qur next meeting will be Wednesday October 2™ at the Trenton Town Office.



