
 

Board of Selectmen 
June 24, 2025 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Board Minutes 

 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present:  Fred 

Ehrlenbach, Carol Walsh, Danielle Cole, Judy Sproule, Susan Sargent, John Bennett, 

Carlene Hanscom, Steve Heckman, Jessica Thurston, Chyann Murphy, Leroy Muise, 

Emily Muise, Rachel Nobel, Christina Heininger, Cecilia Zavestoski, John 

Zavestoski, Barbara Acosta, Amy Kurman, Rick Palagala, Brant Viner, B. Meister, 

Peter Lazar 

II. Visitors to be Heard:  Cecilia Zavestoski reported that two benches were donated (one 

by Emily Muise) for the butterfly garden. 

III. Approval of Agenda:  Adjustment Add Ring Paving quote to “Other Business”.  

Moved Bennett and Seconded Cole to approve agenda as amended.  Vote 5 - 0 

IV. Approval of Minutes – Moved Bennett and Seconded Cole to approve.  Discussion:  

Sproule indicated that on the May 27th minutes, Item VII, the vote was 4-0 not 4-11 

and on the June 10th minutes, corrections should be;  add to visitors Justin Colson, 

Ronald Musetti and Carrie Jones;  correct under New Business that it was Carolee  

Batson who spoke, not Ellis, and that the State will reimburse up to $20,000, not $20;  

on Page 2 of those minutes, still under item “a.”, change the word except, to accept.  

Original motion withdrawn, it was Moved Bennett and Seconded Sproule to approve 

the amended minutes.  Walsh will make corrections before publishing. Vote:  5 - 0 

V. Old Business 

a. Fire Department: Chief reported that he and Kevin Hallett attended a Maine 

Chief’s meeting this past week. The 55’ height limit may change – with 14’ above 

only for affordable housing.  The first Fireman’s breakfast was held on the 28th.  

Grades K – 1 came to visit the ladder truck and had a great time. 

VI. New Business 

a. Appointments:  It was Moved Bennett and Seconded Sargent to approve the list of 

appointees for FY 25-26 as presented.  Vote:  5 - 0 

b. Library near Butterfly Garden Cole:  Muise proposed to the Board ta small free 

library to be placed at the Butterfly Garden.  Nielsen has been consulted and it 

would be on a pole approximately 3-4’ high, so would pose no problem for his 

mowing.  It is expected to be something on the idea of a very large birdhouse and 

Muise would take care of the contents.  The Board expressed no concern, except 

that Cole did ask about any liability in terms of insurance and the pond being so 

close.  Ehrlenbach said the Town’s Risk Management insurance with MMA is 

reviewed on-site every year and they would make any adjustments if needed. 

Vote to approve allowing a “free library” at the butterfly garden:  Moved Bennett 

and Seconded Sproule to approve:  Vote 5 - 0 



c. Quitclaim Deed –To sign quitclaim deed: Moved Bennet and seconded Sargent  

Vote:  5 - 0. 

d. Non-Profit Funding Requests: After considerable review, the following Non-

Profit requests were made based on the R26,905 funding available: 

Northern Light Home Health Hospice $   500 

WIC      $1,150 

Hospice of Hancock County   $1,500 

Downeast Horizons    $1,000 

BH Food Pantry    $4,000 

Eastern Agency on Aging   $1,100               

Loaves and Fishes    $4,000 

Life Flight     $   800 

Trenton Grange    $2,855 

Friends in Action    $2,000 

Families First Community Center  $   500 

Ellsworth Free Medical Clinic  $3,000 

Mt. Desert Nursing Association  $   500 

NE Fishermen’s Association   $   500 

Sweetster Mental Health Recovery  $   500 

The Board agreed to continue to set aside $3,000 to reimburse residents for Library cards at the 

Ellsworth Public Library.  Moved Bennett and Seconded Cole to approve the funding requests as 

listed above.  Vote 5 - 0  

VII. Other Business:  Ring Paving submitted an RFP for patching on the Goose Cove 

Road and Industrial Way in the amount of $27,500.  Moved Bennett and Seconded 

Cole to approve and allow the Chair to sign.  Vote 5 - 0 

VIII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrant(s):  Moved Bennett and Seconded Sargent to 

approve and sign the A/P and Payroll Warrants as presented.  Vote 5 - 0 

IX. Adjourn:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:27 p.m. 

Join zoom meeting: 

https://zoom.us/j/98446832979?pwd=emJaeGdTMGJCUWFOcnlFdjZ2NHJvZz09 

Meeting ID:  984 4683 2979Passcode:  a7dckn 

https://zoom.us/j/98446832979?pwd=emJaeGdTMGJCUWFOcnlFdjZ2NHJvZz09

