
Trenton, ME Planning Board 
Minutes of October 8, 2025 

Members present: M. Gilmartin (Chair), J. Whetstone, S. Eddy, L. 
Winger, B. Viner

Guests: S. Heckman, J. Moore, S. Moore

	 

**********************


1. Mr. Gilmartin called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM.


2.   A quorum was present. The members introduced themselves.


3.   Mr. Gilmartin moved that the agenda be amended to include his 
resignation as an item of new business.  Mr. Viner moved that the 
agenda of this meeting be accepted as amended by Mr. Gilmartin.

Mr. Whetstone seconded. The motion passed: 5 in favor; none 
opposed.


4.   Mr. Whetstone moved that the minutes of the July 16, 2025 
meeting be accepted without modification.  Mr. Gilmartin seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed: 3 in favor; none opposed; 2 abstentions 
(Eddy, Viner).


5.   Mr. Whetstone moved that the minutes of the September 10, 2025 
meeting be accepted without modification.  Mr. Eddy seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed: 4 in favor; none opposed; 1 abstention 
(Winger).


6.  New Business:  


Mr. Gilmartin announced that he would be resigning from the Planning 
Board effective the end of this evening’s meeting.  Ms. Winger moved 
that his resignation be accepted. Mr. Whetstone seconded.  The 
motion passed:  4 in favor; none opposed;  1 recusal (Gilmartin).  The 
members of the board thanked Mr. Gilmartin for his service and wished 
him our best going forward.




The board recognized that we shall need a new chairman.  Mr. 
Whetstone and Mr. Viner said that they would not accept the position.  
Mr. Viner will bring this problem to the attention of the Town Hall next 
week. 

7.  Old business: 

Chief Heckman suggested two amendments to the Town’s LUOs that 
would address his concerns regarding the availability of water sources 
at building sites.  After discussion, the Board made several minor 
changes to Chief Heckman's recommendations and then voted 
unanimously to recommend the following LUO amendments

for consideration by the Trenton Board of Selectmen: 


4.1.1.4 (a proposed new section) 

Fire Protection Water Supply


Where a water supply is required by the Fire Department for fire 
protection purposes, such water supply shall be reviewed and 
approved by the Fire Department prior to the issuance of any 
building or construction permit. The approved water supply 
system shall be installed, tested, and made fully operational prior 
to the commencement of any further construction activities on the 
site. The water supply shall be maintained in good working order 
and shall remain accessible and unobstructed at all times for Fire 
Department use and emergency operations. Failure to comply 
with this subsection shall constitute a violation of this ordinance 
and may result in the suspension or revocation of any permits 
until compliance is achieved.


4.1.11.1 (a proposed amendment) 

The layout of the site shall provide for the safe movement of 
passenger, service and emergency vehicles through the site. Fire 
department access roads shall be designed and constructed in 
accordance with the current adopted State of Maine Fire Code, 



including requirements for minimum road width, surface, grade, 
turning radius, and turnaround provisions to ensure adequate 
emergency apparatus access and maneuverability. Fire 
Department access roads and site layout shall be subject to 
review and approval by the Fire Department to ensure compliance 
with emergency access needs.


8.  Mr. & Mrs. Moore asked whether there had been any further thought 
given to their concerns regarding the short-term rental project at 

1132 Bayside Rd., Trenton.  It was not clear to the Board that current 
Maine law regarding accessory dwellings could be restricted by Town 
ordinances.  The Board also felt that enforcement of such restrictions 
might be very difficult for our CEO (e.g., use) or our Town Hall (e.g., 
licensing).  Ms. Winger and Mr. Eddy will be attending MMA training in 
the near future.  They offered to bring up these questions during their 
training.


9.  The Board members again expressed their thanks to Mr. Gilmartin 
for his good service and good company.  Mr. Viner made a motion to 
adjourn.  Mr. Whetstone seconded.  At 8:13 PM the motion passed: 5 
in favor; none opposed.


